Birding on the Greek Island of Lesvos

17.- 23/8 2002

by Jens Hjerrild Hansen, Denmark

e-mail: jenshjerrild@hotmail.com

· This birding report is based on a charter trip to a crowded tourist hotspot near the city ”Plomari” on the southcoast of the island. As the trip was done together with my non-birding girlfriend all of the birding sites was only visited for a few hours at the time. The report still gives at good view of what´s going on on the island ultimo august.

· In Ag. Isidoros we rented af small Susuki Maruti. 4 days to at price of 85 Euro.

· All of the visited birding sites except the area around the hotel in Ag. Isidoros is mentioned in: ”Birding on the Greek Island of Lesvos, Richard Brooks 1998”

Dipi Larssos Reedbed & Surrounds, 18/8 at 8.15 - 11.15

Little Stint 1, Little Ringed Plover 2, Yellow-legged Gull 9, Swift 6, Kingfisher 1, Crested Lark 1, Swallow +100, Red-rumped Swallow 1, House Martin 30, Tawny Pipit 2, Yellow Wagtail 4, Cetti´s Warbler +10, Great Reed Warbler 2, Reed Warbler +30, Olivaceous Warbler 1, Willow Warbler 2.

Ag. Isidoros & Surrounds, 19/8 at 15.00 - 17.00  and  23/8 at 15.00 - 17.30     (Day max.)

Short-toed Eagle 1, Collared  Dove +10, Swift +20, Alpine Swift 3, Hoopoe 1, Swallow +3, Red-rumped Swallow 5, House Martin +50, Wren 1, Nightingale 1, Blackbird 3, Reed Warbler 1, Icterine Warbler 1, Whitethroat 4, Garden Warbler 3, Willow Warbler 8, Great Tit 5, Blue Tit 2, Red-backed Shrike 1, Jay 1, House Sparrow +50, Chaffinch 4, Linnet 2.

Derbyshire & Achladeri Area, 20/8 at 8.30 - 9.00

Squacco Heron 11, Grey Heron 2, Greater Flamingo 240 (Kolpos Kallonis), Kentish Plover 3 - 2 1k, Green Sandpiper 1, Wood Sandpiper 2, Crested Lark 4, Yellow Wagtail 42, Northern Wheatear 4.

Kalloni Salt Pans, 20/8 at 9.15 - 11.15  and  21/8 at 19.00 - 20.00       (Day max.)

Little Egret 23, Grey Heron 23, Black Stork 2, Spoonbill 1, Glossy Ibis 1, Greater Flamingo 520, Mute Swan 1, Mallard 1, Black-winged Stilt 81, Avocet 343, Stone Curlew 3 - 1 1k, Little Ringed Plover 2, Kentish Plover 2, Grey Plover 2, Little Stint 28, Curlew Sandpiper 3 ad. + 1 1k, Broad-billed Sandpiper 5, Ruff 3, Redshank 148, Marsh Sandpiper 6, Greenshank 4, Common Sandpiper 2, Turnstone 1, Red-necked Phalarope 3, Black-headed Gull 272, Yellow-legged Gull 68, Common Tern 14, Little Tern 53, White-winged Black Tern 1, Crested Lark 5, Swallow +60, Red-rumped Swallow 6, Yellow Wagtail +15, Northern Wheatear 3, Willow Warbler 2, Great Tit 1, Woodchat Shrike 3 1k, Crow +50, Corn Bunting +150 (flying past to nighting roast).

Limonos Monastery, 20/8 at 12.00 - 12.30

Short-toed Eagle 1, Bee-eater 24 migr., Hoopoe 1, Red-rumped Swallow 2, Black-eared Wheatear 4, Blackbird 1, Sombre Tit 1, Western Rock Nuthatch 2, Chaffinch 3, Cirl Bunting 1 male.

Petrified Forest, 20/8 at 14.00 - 15.00 

Short-toed Eagle 1, Crag Martin 4, Swallow 1, Red-rumped Swallow 4, Black-eared Wheatear 2, Willow Warbler 2, Western Rock Nuthatch 2, Ortolan Bunting 1.

Sigri & Surrounds, 20/8 at 16.30 - 18.30  and  21/8 at 6.30 - 9.30

Cory’s Shearwater 6 fou. (4 single and 1 pair), Mediterranean Shearwater 10 N.migr. (one party), Lesser Kestrel 2, Eleonora’s Falcon 1 ad., Red-necked Phalarope 1 S.migr., Yellow-legged Gull +30, Sandwich Tern 1 fou., Nightjar 2, Crested Lark +10, Red-rumped Swallow 1, Tawny Pipit 1, Yellow Wagtail +40 (feldegg, beema and possible other), Northern Wheatear +30, Black-eared Wheatear +15, Whitethroat 2, Willow Warbler 1, Pied Flycatcher 2, Western Rock Nuthatch 3, Red-backed Shrike 2 - 1ad. male + 1 1k, Lesser Grey Shrike 1 1k, Raven 2, Ortolan Bunting 3.

Molivos Castle, 21/8 at 12.00 - 12.30

Alpine Swift 8, Red-rumped Swallow 2, Willow Warbler 1, Great Tit 1, House Sparrow +5.

Petra & Surrounds, 21/8 at 15.00 - 16.00

Shag 6, Little Egret 4, Yellow-legged Gull +10, Collared Dove +10, Crested Lark +5, Woodchat Shrike 1 1k., Jackdaw 12, House Sparrow +20.

Skala Kalloni (The pool & river mouth), 21/8 at 17.30 - 18.30 

(The pool was totally dried out !)

Grey Heron 1, Little Ringed Plover 1, Common Sandpiper 1, Yellow-legged Gull 6, Gull-billed Tern 2, Common Tern 2, Red-backed Shrike 1 ad. female.    

Mount Olymbos & Agiasos City, 22/8 at 10.00 - 12.30

Collared Dove +5, Hoopoe 1, Swallow +5, Red-rumped Swallow +10, House Martin +20, Subalpine Warbler 1 2k+ male + 2 1k., Lesser Whitethroat 1, Whitethroat 2, Willow Warbler 4, Pied Flycatcher 1, Great Tit 4, Western Rock Nuthatch 1, Red-backed Shrike 3 - 1 ad. male + 2 1k., Jay 1, Raven 2, House Sparrow +30, Serin 2, Chaffinch +5, Goldfinch +12, Greenfinch 2.

Skala Polichnitos & Alikoudi Pool, 22/8 at 15.00 - 18.00

The Alikoudi Pool near Skamioudi was totally dried out. Only birds seen on this little site was 10 Yellow-legged Gulls and 1 ad. Great Grey Shrike.

White Pelican 1 N.migr., Little Egret 14, Grey Heron 3, Black Stork 1, Black-winged Stilt 6, Avocet 2, Little Ringed Plover 1, Kentish Plover 14, Little Stint 11, Curlew Sandpiper  2 1k., Broad-billed Sandpiper 2 ad. + 5 1k., Ruff 1, Redshank 34, Marsh Sandpiper 2, Greenshank 16, Common Sandpiper 6, Mideterranean Gull 27, Black-headed Gull 8, Yellow-legged Gull 528, Sandwich Tern 2, Common Tern 59, Little Tern 7, Kingfisher 1.

Summary: 92 species found on 25½ hours of birding at 12 different sites.

