Australien Juli 2003: Victoria og New South Wales

Af Niels Jørgen Larsen

Det følgende er en kort beskrivelse af fugleoplevelser (og dyreobservationer) fra en kort tur til det syd-østlige Australien med i alt 11 hele og 4 halve dage til naturoplevelser. 

Jeg anvendte Pizzey & Knight: Birds of Australia (Collins Field Guide), som viste sig at være en udmærket guide med en enkelt undtagelse – gray shrike-thrush kan ikke genkendes fra billedet heri. En anden fuglekigger vi mødte viste mig sin bog, hvor der var problemer med swift parrot tegningen; der er tilsyneladende ikke nogen bog der er perfekt. Jeg valgte Pizzey&Knight fordi den var let at skaffe over internettet. Til at beslutte hvilke lokaliteter jeg ønskede at besøge havde jeg kun nogle rapporter hentet på internettet. Disse var ikke helt nok, jeg ville gerne have haft en ”Where to watch birds in Australia” eller lignende, men noget sådant viste sig umuligt at skaffe i det centrale Melbourne. Det burde kunne lade sig gøre atskaffe en sådan via internettet, men jeg var ikke tidligt nok ude. 

Vi havde generelt godt vejr, som forventeligt i et kontinent med tørt klima – i gennemgangen af de enkelte dage har jeg noteret de dage hvor vi havde regnbyger. Kun om eftermiddagene den 15/7 og den 23/7 følte jeg at det var helt umuligt at se fugle. Men hvis jeg kunne have valgt helt frit ville jeg have udsat turen ca 2 måneder, der er mange fugle som var trukket nordpå fordi det var vinter (jeg så dog nogle arter som ifølge bogen burde have været fraværende). Philip Maher i Deniliquin fortalte at han i september havde haft dage med ca 120 arter, medens vi så omkring 60-70 på en dag i hans selskab. Når dette er skrevet, så må jeg også tilføje at min første pingvin og de 2 første albatrosser opvejer meget. For slet ikke at tale om alle papegøjerne, osv, osv. Nedenstående artsgennemgang har 167 fuglearter og desuden f.eks. Giant Petrel som ikke kunne bestemmes til nordlig eller sydlig. Selve artsgennemgangen er på engelsk fordi det er nemmere når fuglenavnene alligevel er på engelsk. 

Vi ankom til Melbourne den 5/7 2003 efter 30 timers uafbrudt rejse – en vis træthed påvirkede indsatsen den dag, men de første lokale fugle blev da set i den nærmeste park (Flagstaff gardens). 6/7 blev tilbragt med en gå-tur til ”The Royal Botanical Gardens” og det omliggende parkområde, samt forberedelse til de næste dages kongress. Highlights var Nankeen night heron og en stor flok af little red flying fox, en stor frugtspisende flagermus, hvoraf nogle fløj fra træ til træ selvom det var midt på dagen.

Næste fugle- og naturtur var 9/7, hvor der om eftermiddagen var arrangeret bustur til Philips Island med Koala Sanctuary og Penguin Parade.

Den 12/7 startede vores ferie, hvor vi havde lejet en ”adventure camper” fra Apollo; dette er basalt set en 4WD pickup med en mini-camper (2 sovepladser) på ladet. Særdeles velegnet til vores formål. 4WD er nødvendigt af forsikringsmæssige årsager: Tager man en 2WD bil ud på en grusvej og får en skade, dækker forsikringen ikke! En anden bemærkning må være at det var vinter, vi havde 5-6 morgener med frost. Vi kunne få varme i camper-delen hvis vi var forbundet til el-nettet; derfor brugte vi ”rigtige” campingpladser i stedet for de mere primitive som findes i nationalparkerne (de soveposer som Apollo stillede til rådighed var ikke lige til frostvejr). Der var et par campingpladser i nationalparkerne med en beliggenhed vi gerne havde prøvet ...

Ruten var nogenlunde som følger: 

12/7 fra Melbourne via Geelong til Torquay og derefter ad Great Ocean Road (GOR) til Wye River Campground hvor vi overnattede. Vejret var ikke det bedste, med en del regnvejr. Vi havde ingen længere stops, men kiggede på fugle og omgivelser under ”short-stops”.

13/7 fra Wye river til Port Campbell ad GOR. Undervejs stop i Otway NP, fuglemæssigt bedst ved Mait’s Rest forst walk. Øvrige højdepunkter var morgenen på campingpladsen med f.eks. kænguroer, frogmouth og king parrot; et andet højdepunkt var engene ved Aire valley med masser af hejrer, skestorke og ibiser. Turens eneste obs af gray goshawk kom ved broen over Aire, en flot hvid fugl. Vi havde en eftermiddagsbyge før dagens sidste solstråler blev nydt ved 12 Apostle: Aftensol her kan anbefales!

14/7 fra Port Campbell tilbage til 12 Apostle ad GOR, hvorfra vi fulgte GOR fremad igen indtil Warrnamboll. Dette blev dagen med masser af albatrosser, bedst ved Graham’s steps. Samtidig var de flotte sandstenformationer betagende. Rufous bristlebird viste sig planmæssigt ved Lock & Gorge.

15/7 efter udskiftning af et batteri (1 time ialt inkl tilladelse fra Apollo) og korte stop ved to lokale floder, kørte vi via Tower Hill Game reserve til The Grampians, et skovbevokset bjergområde knapt 150 km nordpå – vi forlod altså GOR og kysten. Tower Hill med emu og red-browed finch var dagens højdepunkt, før vores besøg druknede i en byge som varede fra frokost og ca 3 timer frem. Overnatning på Halls Gap Camping. 

16/7 blev vi som forventet overfaldet af sultne crimson rosella på campingpladsen (de spiser af hånden hvis man giver dem lov). Derefter en rundtur via Reed/Balcony lookouts til Lake Wartook og Zumsteins, før vi igen overnattede på samme plads. Dagens højdepunkt var en echidna (pung-pindsvin) som gik over vejen foran bilen. 

17/7 forlod vi campingpladsen og Halls Gap og fortsatte nordpå via Horsham og Natimuk til overnatning på Little Desert Lodge (de havde campingfaciliteter). Fra Halls Gap kørte vi ad en jordvej til vi nåede udkanten af the Grampians og så bl a en stor flok blandede kænguroer. Dagens højdepunkt var området ved Little Desert Lodge, en overnatning her kan varmt anbefales. Diamond firetail og little eagle var et par bemærkelsesværdige arter vi kun så på dette sted. 

18/7 efter en længere gåtur i Little Desert Lodge gik turen til Wyperfield NP via Nhill og Jeparit. Dagens nedtur var et kort besøg ved Lake Albacutya (har vand højst hvert tyvende år); vi skulle have kørt efter Lake Hindmarsh i stedet. Undervejs stoppede vi ved en farm-dam, som gav turens eneste pink-eared duck og red-kneed dottorels. Overnatning i Hopetoun

19/7 tilbage til Wyperfield NP, og derefter via Tempo til Hattah-Kulkyne NP med overnatning i Mildura. Højdepunkter inkluderede de første wedgetailed eagle og de første regent parrot. 

20/7 tilbage i Hattah-Kulkyne NP og derfra østpå ind i New South Wales, via Wemen, Tooleybuc og Moulamein med overnatning i Deniliquin. Højdepunkter inkluderede f.eks. flere arter fairy-wrens i H-K og en ugle (S Boobok) i Deniliquin.

21/7 blev vores eneste dag sammen med en professionel fugleguide (Philip Maher). Han havde allerede et par andre kunder, et amerikansk ægtepar med primær interesse for fotografering af fugle og andre dyr. Selv med denne begrænsning blev det til en forrygende dag: 13 nye arter, og det selv om vi missede nogle af områdets specialiter, såsom plains wanderer (og ikke pga. manglende forsøg). Dagen blev især tilbragt i områder i retning af Hay, men inde i områder med hegn hvor lokalkendskab til hvor man må være er altafgørende. Højdepunkt var 5 black falcon, deraf 4 ved Deniliquin city dump (et usædvanligt højt antal selv der). Overnatning igen i Deniliquin.

22/7 fra Deniliquin til Chiltern via Finley. Ankom lidt for sent, nåede kun at se nogle få fugle før mørke, bedst var crested shrike-tit. Set i bakspejlet skulle vi nok have undladt morgenens gåtur i Deniliquin for at ankomme tidligere til Cyanide Dam. 

23/7 Chiltern, Beechworth, og derfra til Melbourne. Det regnede en hel del om formiddagen, og det blev kun værre som dagen skred frem. Nåede dog at se f.eks. white-bellied cuckoo-shrike og spotted pardalote. 

24/7 Melbourne: Handle, rengøre bil og aflevere denne. Derefter pakke kufferterne for en meget tidlig afgang næste morgen. 

List of bird sightings, Australia 5th - 24th of July 2003. Dates given in the list are in the form of dd/m (05/7 for 5th of July). Names of birds follow Pizzey & Knight: Birds of Australia (Collins Field Guide) except for a few where I have followed the name in AviBase (http://www.bsc-eoc.org/avibase/avibase.jsp). Abbreviations: GOR is Great Ocean Road. The list is reasonably complete with regards to the total number of species seen; however, looking back I remember some species as more common than my notes indicate, so I have not written down all occurrences (hard to do anyway while driving). A telescope was present and necessary for some of the observations in the list. 

Emu – 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, about 5; 19/7 Wyperfield NP, several; 21/7 Deniliquin region, 10+
Stubble quail – 21/7 Deniliquin region, 2+
Australian wood duck – 12/7 Lorne, 5; 13/7 Wye river campground 10+; 17/7 just N of Grampians, 1-5; 18/7 farm dam S of Nhill, 5
Musk duck – 15/7 Hopkins River 2-3; 16/7 Wartook Lake 2-3
Black swan – 06/7 Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, 2-4; 13/7 Aire valley, >100; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, >200; 18/7 farm dam S of Nhill, 25
Australian shelduck – 13/7 Aire valley, 3-4; 14/7 12 Apostle 1+; 14/7 along road after Peterborough 1+; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 40+; 18/7 new dam N of Jeparit, 10
Hardhead –14/7 along road after Peterborough, 1+; 15/7 Hopkins River >10
Pacific black duck – 06/7 Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, several; the most common duck, seen almost everywhere in fresh water. Largest numbers probably in Tower Hill game reserve (15/7), 20+.
Australasian shoveler – 18/7 farm dam S of Nhill, 10
Pink-eared duck – 18/7 farm dam S of Nhill, 1
Grey teal – 18/7 farm dam S of Nhill, 30
Great crested grebe –14/7 at Bay of Islands 1-2
Hoary-headed grebe – 06/7 Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, 1; 14/7 at Bay of Islands 1-2, 15/7 Merri river, 1; 16/7 Wartook Lake 2 (+10 small grebes sp); 22/7 Finley lake, 1+
Australasian grebe – 06/7 Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, ca 5; 14/7 12 apostle visitor center (pond), 2; 22/7 Finley lake, 1+
Little penguin – 09/7 Philips Island, 20-30. Burrows noted in several locations along GOR. 
Giant petrel (north or south) – 14/7 12 apostle visitor center, 1 immature

Shearwater sp. – 14/7 Graham steps, >300 in probably mixed flock, feeding a little too far offshore (other smaller flocks also seen along GOR)
Black-browed albatross – 14/7 12 apostle visitor center, several; 14/7 Graham steps about 22; 14/7 further along GOR several; 14/7 Logan’s beach several
Shy albatross – 14/7 Graham steps, 3-5; 14/7 further along GOR 2; 14/7 Logan’s beach 2+
Australasian gannet – 12/7-14/7 common along the coast, GOR
Darter (anhinga) – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1 (in the river)
Great cormorant – 06/7 Yarra river, Melbourne, 1; 12/7 Lorne, 1-2, 14/7 at Bay of Islands; 22/7 Finley lake, 1+
Little black cormorant - 05/7: Yarra river, Melbourne, several; 14/7 at Bay of Islands 1+; 22/7 Deniliquin, 1+
Pied cormorant – 05/7+06/7: Yarra river, Melbourne, 1+; 14/7 12 apostle visitor center, 1 
Little pied cormorant - 06/7 Yarra river, Melbourne, 2-3; Seen after that on virtually any river we looked at. 
Australian pelican – 09/7 Philips Island 1; 12/7 SW of Melbourne 1+; 13/7 Aire Valley 5; 16/7 Wartook Lake 3; 17/7 just N of Grampians, 2+; 21/7 Deniliquin dump, 1+; 22/7 Deniliquin river, 10+; 22/7 Finley lake, 1+
White-necked heron – 12/7 flying along the coast, GOR, 1; 13/7 Aire valley, 30; 20/7 Tooleybuc to Deniliquin (NSW), 1+; 21/7 Deniliquin area 1+; 22/7 Deniliquin to Chiltern 1+
White-faced heron – 12/7 Lorne, 1-2; 13/7 Wye river campground, 9; 13/7 Aire valley, 30; 20/7 Tooleybuc to Deniliquin (NSW), 1+; 21/7 Deniliquin area 1+; 22/7 Deniliquin to Chiltern 1+
Cattle egret – 14/7 along road after Peterborough, a few; 15/7 field shortly after Warrnambool, >100
Great egret – 13/7 Aire valley, 1; 14/7 at Bay of Islands; 1; 15/7 Merri River 1+; 16/7 Wartook Lake 5-7
Nankeen night heron – 06/7 Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, 3-5
Straw-necked ibis – 13/7 Aire valley, >200; quite a few seen on wetter fields along the route
Australian white ibis – 09/7 SE of Melbourne, several flocks (seen from buss); 13/7 Aire valley, 25; quite a few seen on wetter fields along the route; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, present; 21/7 Deniliquin dump, several
Royal spoonbill – 13/7 Aire valley, 3-4; 14/7 at Bay of Islands 1
Yellow-billed spoonbill – 13/7 Aire valley, 1; 20/7 E of Hattah-Kulkyne NP (along river), 1+
Black-sholdered kite - 09/7 SE of Melbourne, 1; seen commonly in agricultural environments along the route
Black kite – 12/7 Fields SW of Melbourne, 2-3; 14/7 after Peterborough 1+; 19/7 fields near Wyperfield NP, 2-3; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+; 21/7 Deniliquin dump, several
Whistling kite – 14/7 at Bay of Islands 2; 17/7 road Horsham to Natimuk, 2; 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1; 21/7 Deniliquin dump, 1+; 22/7 Deniliquin, 1
Collared sparrowhawk – 14/7 12 apostle visitor center, 1
Grey goshawk – 13/7 Aire valley, 1 (white phase) 
Little eagle – 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1
Wedge-tailed eagle – 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 2; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+; 20/7 Tooleybuc to Deniliquin (NSW), 1; 21/7 Deniliquin region, several
Swamp harrier – 13/7 Aire valley, 1
Black falcon – 21/7 Deniliquin dump, 4, +1 more later in the day
Brown falcon – 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 1; 17/7 road Horsham to Natimuk, (dark phase); 19/7 along road N of Wyperfied, 1; 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1; 20/7 Tooleybuc to Deniliquin (NSW), male+female; 22/7 Deniliquin to Chiltern, 2
Nankeen kestrel – 09/7 SE of Melbourne, 1, 13/7 along GOR near Wye River, 1; 14/7 along GOR 2; 19/7 along road N of Wyperfied 1; 19/7 near Tempo, 1; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+; 20/7 E of Hattah-Kulkyne NP (along river), 1+; 21/7 Deniliquin region, common
Australian hobby – 13/7 along GOR, 1
Dusky moorhen – 06/7 Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, several; 15/7 Merri river, several; 22/7 Finley lake, 1+
Purple swamphen – 14/7 Port Campbell Campground, 7; 15/7 Merri river, several; 22/7 Finley lake, 1+
Eurasian coot - 05/7: Yarra river, Melbourne, several; 14/7 Bay of Islands 1+; 15/7 Merri river, several; 22/7 Finley lake, numerous 
White-headed stilt = Australian black winged stilt – 18/7 roadside pond near Nhill 1; 18/7 new dam N of Jeparit, 3
Red-necked avocet – 18/7 new dam N of Jeparit, 74 feeding on a long line
Red-kneed dotterel – 18/7 farm dam S of Nhill, several
Black-fronted dotterel – 18/7 farm dam S of Nhill, 1; 18/7 roadside pond near Nhill 15+
Masked lapwing – 12/7 low grass areas, GOR, 1; 12/7 Lorne, 2; seen commonly along the route 1-4 at a time.
Banded lapwing – 21/7 Deniliquin region, uncommon
Great skua – 14/7 along GOR 1
Pacific gull – 13/7 on beach west of Wye River 1
Silver gull - 05/7: Yarra river, Melbourne, many; as the book says: the common seagull of Southern Australia
Crested tern (greater) – 14/7 at Bay of Islands >30
Spotted turtle-dove - 05/7 and other dates: Melbourne, common
Feral pigeon – Common in urban areas
Common bronzewing – 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 2+; 20/7 E of Hattah-Kulkyne NP (along river), 1+
Crested pigeon – 17/7 road Horsham to Natimuk, 2; 18/7 near farm dam S of Nhill, 2-3; 20/7 near Mildura, common; 20/7 E of Hattah-Kulkyne NP (along river), common; 21/7 Deniliquin dump, common
Gang-gang cockatoo – 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 2; 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, 2; 22/7 Cyanide dam, Chiltern, 2+. Birds flying over Halls Gap Camping 16/7 probably also belonged to this species. 
Galah – many locations, from city to semi-desert, common
Long-billed corella – 14/7 along road after Peterborough, flock; 15/7 along road Tower Hill to Grampians, large flock; seen and heard in quite large flocks along most of our route.
Sulphur-crested cockatoo – 12/7 Lorne, >50; seen commonly along our route
Rainbow lorikeet – 06/7 Park/Royal Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, >20; 09/7 Koala Sanctuary, Philips Island, several; 16/7 Halls Gap Camping few; 17/7 just N of Grampians, 4-5
Musk lorikeet – 09/7 Koala Sanctuary, Philips Island, several; 17/7 just N of Grampians, 2
Swift parrot – 16/7 Grampians, 1 seen flying
Australian king parrot – 13/7 Wye river campground, 2+
Regent parrot – 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 6+; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several; 20/7 E of Hattah-Kulkyne NP (along river), 8
Yellow Rosella – 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several; 20/7 near Mildura, 1+; 21/7 + 22/7 Deniliquin, several
Crimson Rosella – 13/7 Mait’s rest – Rainforest walk, 2-3; 16/7+17/7 Halls Gap Camping 20+ (very demanding of being fed); 16/7 near Zumstein several; 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, several; 23/7 Beechworth, several
Eastern Rosella – 20/7 E of Hattah-Kulkyne NP (along river), several; 20/7 Tooleybuc to Deniliquin (NSW), several
Eastern ringneck – 18/7 Wyperfield NP, 4-6; 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 2+
Blue bonnet – 20/7 Tooleybuc to Deniliquin (NSW), 5+; 21/7 Deniliquin region, 2+
Red-rumped parrot – 06/7 Near Yarra river and Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, 3; 16/7 near Zumstein several; 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 15+; 18/7+19/7 Wyperfield NP, common; 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+; 20/7 near Mildura, 1+; 20/7 E of Hattah-Kulkyne NP (along river), 1+
Mulga parrot – 18/7+19/7 Wyperfield NP, 3+
Fan-tailed cuckoo – 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 1
Southern boobook – 20/7 Deniliquin (NSW), 2
Tawny frogmouth – 13/7 Wye river campground, 2 (rumored to sit in the same tree all year round); 21/7 Deniliquin region, 2
Australian owlet-nightjar – 21/7 Deniliquin region, 1
Laughing kookaburra – 09/7 Philips Island 1 (the first); seen commonly in semi-forested areas, gardens and parks. Almost all campgrounds had at least 1. 
White-throated treecreeper – 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 2-3; 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, 1+
Brown treecreeper – 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 2+; 19/7 Wyperfield NP, several; 22/7 Deniliquin, 1+; 23/7 Cyanide dam, common
Superb fairy-wren – 09/7 Koala Sanctuary, Philips Island, 1 family; also seen in varied biotopes in the southern half of our trip. Highest numbers were 35-40 in Wye river campground (13/7). The superb fairy-wrens at Tower Hill game reserve (15/7), looked slightly different (darker wings) from those at the coast. Was seen as far north as Little Desert Lodge (17/7), but not between there and Chiltern (23/7).
Splendid fairy-wren – 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 1+ (eclipse male); 19/7+20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, full-colored male + family
Variegated fairy-wren – 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1+ (eclipse male); 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, full-colored male + family
White-winged fairy-wren – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several, incl. full-colored male; 21/7 Deniliquin region, several incl. males
Spotted pardalote – 23/7 Chiltern (E-bound freeway shelter) 1+
Striated pardalote – 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1 singing; 18/7+19/7 Wyperfield NP, several
Rufous bristlebird – 14/7 Lock & Gorge parking, 1
White-browed scrubwren – 06/7 Near Yarra river and Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, several; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, several
Striated fieldwren – 13/7 12 apostle visitor center, 1 singing
Brown thornbill – 13/7 Mait’s rest – Rainforest walk, >20; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, >5; 15/7 Grampians S of Halls Gap 1+
Indland thornbill – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several
Chestnut-rumped thornbill – 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, family; 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, family; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+; 21/7 Deniliquin region, several
Yellow-rumped thornbill – 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, family; 19/7 near Tempo, several; 21/7 Deniliquin region, several
Yellow thornbill – 21/7 + 22/7 Deniliquin region, several
Weebill – 21/7 Deniliquin dump, 1+
Southern whiteface – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several 
Little wattlebird – 12/7-14/7 near the coast, along GOR, seen a couple of times
Red wattlebird – 05/7: Flagstaff gardens, Melbourne, 10; common almost everywhere we went. Seemed a little paler in the drier parts. 
Spiny-cheeked honeyeater – 20/7 near Mildura, 1
Striped honeyeater – 21/7 Deniliquin region, 1
Bell miner – 06/7 Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, >50
Noisy miner – 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 5+; common from there until: 21/7 Deniliquin region, common
Singing honeyeater – 13/7 12 apostle visitor center, 1, 14/7 Lock & Gorge parking, 3-5; 14/7 Logan’s beach singing; 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+; 20/7 near Mildura, 2+; 21/7 Deniliquin 1+
White-eared honeyeater – 14/7 edge of wetland by Port Campbell, 1; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, >1; 16/7 Grampians (along road) 1; 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 1 (grayer crown, larger white spot than others I saw); 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, 1+
Yellow-tufted honeyeater – 22/7 Cyanide dam, Chiltern, common; 23/7 Chiltern (E-bound freeway shelter) common
Grey-fronted honeyeater – 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 1
Fuscous honeyeater – 23/7 Chiltern area, 1+
White-plumed honeyeater – 06/7 and other dates: Near Yarra river and Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, several; 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 2+; 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 2+; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, common along river; 23/7 Chiltern (E-bound freeway shelter) 1+
Black-chinned honeyeater – 23/7 Chiltern (E-bound freeway shelter) several [a regent honeyeater was reported from this spot the day before]
White-naped honeyeater – 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 1; 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1+
New Holland honeyeater – 12/7 Lorne, family with young; 14/7 Logan’s beach 1; 15/7 Merri River 1+; 15/7 Grampians (S of Halls Gap) 1+; 16/7 Zumstein 1+; 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, numerous; 17/7 Little Desert NP, 1+
White-fronted honeyeater – 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+
Tawny-crowned honeyeater – 17/7 Little Desert NP, common
Eastern spinebill – 12/7 Lorne, 1; 13/7 Mait’s rest – Rainforest walk, 1-2; 16/7 Grampians (along road) 1; 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 1
White-fronted chat – 21/7 Deniliquin region, 3+
Jacky winter – 23/7 Beechworth, 1
Flame robin – 23/7 Chiltern area, 1+
Scarlet robin – 15/7 Grampians (S of Halls Gap) 1; 16/7 near Zumstein 1; 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1+; 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1+
Red-capped robin – 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 1+; 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1; 
Pink robin – 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 1 brown
Eastern yellow robin – 09/7 Philips Island, 1; 12/7 coastal bushes, GOR, 1; 13/7 Wye river campground, 1; 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, 1; 23/7 Cyanide dam, common
Hooded robin – 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1 (female-colored); 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 1+; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 2+ incl. male
Southern scrub-robin – 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1; 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 1
Grey-crowned babler – 21/7 Deniliquin region, family
White-browed babler – 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, 4; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, family; 22/7 Cyanide dam, Chiltern, common
Varied sittella – 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 2-3 (pileata type)
Crested shrike-tit – 22/7 Cyanide dam, Chiltern, 1
Gilbert's whistler – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1+
Golden whistler – 13/7 Mait’s rest – Rainforest walk, 1-2; 16/7 Grampians (along road) 1; 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1+; 19/7 Wyperfield NP, 1+; 23/7 Cyanide dam, 1+
Grey shrike-thrush – 09/7 Koala Sanctuary, Philips Island, 2; 13/7 Wye river campground, 1; 15/7 Hopkins River 1; 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts Grampians, 1+; 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1+
Restless flycatcher – 20/7 near Mildura, 1
Willie wagtail - 05/7: Flagstaff gardens, Melbourne, 1; seen commonly in the rest of the trip
Grey fantail – 13/7 Mait’s rest – Rainforest walk, 1; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 1; 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 1; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1; 21/7 Deniliquin region, 1+
Black-faced cuckoo-shrike – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 1
White-bellied cuckoo-shrike – 23/7 Chiltern area, 1+
Black-faced woodswallow – 21/7 Deniliquin region, several
Dusky woodswallow – 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 3-5
Grey butcherbird – 20/7 Tooleybuc-Deniliquin (NSW), 1; 21/7 Deniliquin, 1+
Pied butcherbird – 20/7 near Mildura 2+; 20/7 Tooleybuc to Deniliquin (NSW), 1+; 21/7 + 22/7 Deniliquin, 1+; 22/7 Deniliquin to Chiltern, 1+
Magpie-lark - 05/7: Flagstaff gardens, Melbourne, 4; seen commonly in the rest of the trip
Australian magpie - 05/7: Flagstaff gardens, Melbourne, 2; seen commonly in the rest of the trip
Pied currawong – 12/7 Lorne, some (western form); 13/7 Wye river campground and surroundings, >100; 16/7+17/7 Halls Gap Camping 5-10; 21/7 + 22/7 Deniliquin, several
Grey currawong – 16/7+17/7 Halls Gap Camping 5-10; 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 1+; 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, sounded different from both those at Wye river and those at Grampians

Australian raven – 18/7 Little Desert Lodge, several (I felt I had seen them before, but this was the first I heard their distinctive crying wail); 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several
Forest raven – 16/7 Reed/Balcony lookouts, 1; 16/7 Wartook Lake, 1; the only certain observations of this species.
Little raven - 05/7 and other dates: Melbourne, common, 12/7-14/7 along GOR common; 21/7 Deniliquin, common
White-winged chough – 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 5-10; 19/7+20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several; 21/7 Deniliquin, common
Richard's pipit – 21/7 Deniliquin region, common
Singing bushlark – 21/7 Deniliquin region, several
Common skylark – 14/7 12 apostle visitor center, 1 singing
Red-browed finch – 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 3-4
Zebra finch – 21/7 Deniliquin region, 10+ (flock)
Diamond firetail – 17/7+18/7 Little Desert Lodge, 6
European goldfinch – 14/7 Lock & Gorge parking, 5; 14/7 Logan’s beach 2-5; 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, many
House sparrow – common in Melbourne and other towns
Welcome swallow – seen in many locations. Most numerous 10/7: >40 roosting under bridge near Crown entertainment center, Melbourne
White-backed swallow – 19/7 near Tempo, 2; 21/7 Deniliquin region, 2+
Tree martin – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several; 22/7 Deniliquin, 1+
Silvereye – 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 2-3; 17/7 Little Desert Lodge, 2+; 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, several (buff-flanked)
Common blackbird - 06/7 Near Yarra river and Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, several; 13/7 Wye River Camping, 1+
Common starling – 06/7 Near Yarra river and Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, >20; seen commonly in agricultural environments and towns along our route. Abundant at 12 Apostle. 
Common myna – 06/7 Near Yarra river and Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, several; seems common in all of Melbourne as well as in the area out to Philips Island 
Other animals: 

Echidna – 16/7 across road near Reed/Balcony lookouts, 1
Gray-headed flying fox – 06/7 Near Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, >50

Plenigale – 21/7 Deniliquin region, 1

Dunnart – 21/7 Deniliquin region, 2+

Koala – 9/7 Philips Island Koala Sanctuary, numerous

Red-necked Wallaby – 13/7 Wye river campground, 3-4; 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, several

Black (swamp) Wallaby – 15/7 Grampians (S of Halls Gap) 7+ along the road

Eastern gray kangaroo – 13/7 Wye river campground, 3-4, 15/7 Tower Hill game reserve, 5-10; 16/7 Zumstein, 2; 21/7 Deniliquin region, common

Western gray kangaroo – 16/7 Zumstein, 20

Gray kangaroo sp. - 17/7 gravel road N of Halls Gap, 50-100

Red kangaroo – 19/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, common; 21/7 Deniliquin region, common

Fox – 20/7 Hattah-Kulkyne NP, 2

Rabbit – several places, e.g., 16/7 + 17/7 Halls Gap Camping
1

