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GHANA

2012-01-22 - 02-05

The Black Bee-eater — an exquisite forest speatesneountered several times!

*
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Participants:Hasse Berglund, Stockholm
Jorgen Lindberg, Koping
Micke Rhonnstad, Képing
Torbjorn Hegedus, Vasteras

Guides Robert Ntakor, Ashanti African Tours
Francis Ntakor, Ashanti African Tours tveek
Emmanuel Budu Mensah, Ashanti African Touf‘é’,vﬁeek

Route

22/1Ko6ping/Vasteras/Stockholm - Arlanda - Amsterdafctera - Hotel
23/1AM Shai Hills (1), PM Sakumono lagoo#)( Winneba plains3)

24/1 Kakum National Park, Canopy Wal)(AM + PM

25/1 AM Antwikwaa (Kakum NP) %), Twifo-Praso/Pra riverd), PM Kakum
NP West, Abrafu forest/j

26/1 AM Abrafu forest, PM Nsuta foresB)

27/1 AM Nsuta forest, Ankobra river, PM Ankasa NatioRark Q)

28/1 AM Ankasa National Park, PM Brenu beach ro&d) (

29/1 AM Aboabo forest (Kakum NP North)l{), PM “Picathartes Site”1()
30/1 AM Kumasi - Kintampo, PM Kintampo (via Buipe - ORlipe -
Konkomba - Damango - Larabango) - Mole NationakRaom 5 PM) (L3)
31/2 AM Mole NP Samoale loop, PM Mole NP, dry northpoe airstrip
1/2 AM Mole National Park, Mole river, PM Mole NP, fife loop

2/2 AM Mole National Park - Busunu - Fufulsu junctiBiv - Kabilpe -
Kintampo - Kumasi

3/2 AM Bobiri Forest butterfly reserve.{) - PM Atewa farmlandsl)
4/2 AM Atewa range 15) - PM Accra -

5/2 AM Amsterdam - Arlanda - Stockholm/Vasteras/Kdpin

Green numbers in brackets refer to list at theadrile report.

The Akun Eagle Owl on page 11, photographed by jdantHegedis, and the
Leopard on page 20 by Jorgen Lindberg. All otheatp are taken by Hasse
Berglund.

If you want to see more great photos from the ttipcover Jorgen Lindbergs
homepage: www.pbase.com/lindberg/ghana_2012
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Ghana: Land Cover, 2000
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Ghana land cover 2000, showing the remnants ofg@rahUpper Guinean
Rainforests in green in the southwest. Furtherntbeearid northern Guinean
Svannah shows, and the so called Dahomey Gap megatne coast and Accra
in the east.

Prologue

Torbjorn Hegedus and Hasse Berglund started disguadonger bird tour
already in 2010, and had conversations on whethgo to Africa or South
America in the beginning. The shorter trip Torbjtvad made to Ghana in 2003,
which showed that Ghana had a lot more to offed,the contacts we

got with Ashanti African Tours, their director/pcipal bird guide Robert
Ntakor and the suggested agenda for a two-weekhiey presented, settled the
issue, and we decided on trying to go there. Tonbjélked to his two friends
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Jorgen Lindberg and Micke Rhdnnstad, and they weneinced this trip was a
good idea.

Once Ashanti was contacted and we had decidedeorotigh itinerary,
everything just speeded up, and we soon found we wlese to leaving, visa,
currency(£ or $), all optical equipment in ordews, 8ff we went!

Diary
22/1

Early morning on the 22nd, we left Sweden from Ada airport. The winter, so
far a soft, greenish season, turned into a whiteywg X-mas landscape as we
departed. We landed in Amsterdam in almost stomditions and had a rocking
experience when we touched ground. After a few $iotiwvaiting at Schiphol
(counting as many as four dutch bird species fos¢tof us that had never
birded in Netherlands, we left European soil atd the same evening landed in
Accra. we were met by Robert Ntakor, his brothemérs and our chauffeur for
the length of the trip - Michel. We entered the d@yminibus which would take
us all over Ghana, with the exception of the muatisoin Ankasa, where we
would go in a 4x4. We were taken to our first hotel the eastern outskirts of
Accra, and were introduced to the plan for thenstee 13 days of birding that
lay ahead!

23/1

The first morning in Ghana was much like all outdaing mornings, up at
approximately five, breakfast at 5.30, and at sexwere in the bus, soon
arriving at our first destination, Shai hills. Thésa part of the Guinea savannah
in the so called Dahomey gap, the part of westdrit®Awhere the dry savannah
reaches all the way south to the coast. Here #meresome limestone cliffs
surrounded by a reserve teeming with birds! Theosunding area was, at this
season, burnt, and the trees and bushes nearctseabthe Shai hills contrasted
to the scorched landscape around. The reservegtouse a great start to the
trip, and we had splendid observations of spedaiek as the only Tawny Eagle
of the trip, Lizard Buzzard, Stone Partridge, HekdeGuineafowl, Black-billed
Wood Dove, Senegal Parrot, Violet Turaco, Africaigiy Kingfisher,
European Bee-eater, magnificent Blue-bellied Re)l¥ellow-fronted
Tinkerbird, Vieillot's Barbet, Buff-spotted Woodpear, gorgeous Snowy-
crowned Robin-chat, Mocking Cliff-chat, Senegalraoenela, Nothern
Crombec, Common Wattle-eye, Senegal Batis, a ftdckellow-billed Shrikes,
Northern Puff-back, Black-crowned Tchagra, thregdatic White-crested
Helmet-shrikes and Piapiac. In the hills themseluwasnkeys hid, but we saw
three Olive Baboons, at least six Callithrix Mongeynd 3-5 Lesser Spot-nosed
Monkeys. When we came back to our mini-bus, allsgwand dried-out, we
were perfectly happy with a superb start to ourrahexperience.
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Our guides Robert and Frances are listening whigeane eagerly looking at all
the new birds in the Shai Hills.

We headed back towards Accra for lunch, and hachexir stop at the
Sakumono Lagoon. This is a wetland surrounded tileseents and industries.
It is encroached from all sides, but still providesne excellent birding, with
great numbers, and lots of species. Our luck caatinand the list of species
rapidly increased. In the lagoon we encounteresidbherons and egrets,
waders and ducks, and the most interesting weiddk Herons, three
Openbill Storks flying over, Glossy lbis, 1000+ Wéxfaced Whistling-ducks, a
Common Teal, one male Painted Snipe, Collaredrie@®, Spur-winged
Plover, African Wattled Plover, Black Tern and #smf Pied Kingfishers.
Along the shore an Arctic Skua, Royal and GullddlTerns were fishing.

The next part of our journey would take us from@akno, through Accra to
our accommodation near Kakum National Park via WiranPlains. The flaw in
this planning was the traffic... The bigger citieGhana suffer from traffic
congestion, and the average speed this afternabmodiexceed 5 km per hour.
This meant that our afternoon stop at Winneba BJalry, rolling farm- and
bushland near the coast was shorter than plannédiilh produced observations
of Black-shouldered Kite, Lizard Buzzard, Doublexspd Francolin, Lesser
Black-winged Plover, Double-toothed Barbet, Flagmek, Plain-backed Pipit,
Yellow-throated Long-claw, Red-winged Prinia, Copfenbird, Common
Gonolek and Yellow-mantled Widow-bird.
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After this, we travelled in darkness towards ouiehdhe Rainforest Lodge,
Dwokwa, where we had a great dinner, some cold &eeia nice listing of the
whooping 117 bird species seen this day!

This would be the day of the famous Kakum natidteak canopy walk. An
early start ensured us of arrival at Kakum NP kegmrise. We headed for the
canopy walk as light softly lifted the night curtan the secondary rain forest
surrounding us. The board walk gave us opportunityatch an impressive
number of bird species at close range, and we dtay our need for lunch
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was too big. After lunch and a short rest in thedgh we set off again, and
stayed in the canopy until the sun set over ttgsif@mting day. Among the
species we saw were African Cuckoo-hawk, Europeamel Buzzard, close-up
of Palm-nut Vulture, African Harrier-hawk, Red-thied Sparrow Hawk, the
elusive Congo Serpent Eagle, we heard Nkulengy &an Blue-headed Wood
Dove, Red-fronted Parrot, African Grey Parrot, ¥eMbilled Turaco, Olive
Long-tailed Cuckoo, Chocolate-backed Kingfisherafig, six Rosy Bee-eaters,
both White-headed and Forest Wood-hoopoes, hearteMtiested Hornbill,
saw lots of Pied Hornbills, as the sun set we $aeetmajestic Black-casqued
Hornbills flying by, Bristle-nosed Barbet, Yellowpstted Barbet, Fire-bellied
Woodpecker, Square-tailed and Fanti Saw-wings, Ayes Greenbul, Sharpe’s
Apalis, Rufous-crowned Eremomela, Lemon-belliedr@lvec, Violet-backed
Hyliota, the swallow-like Ussher’s Flycatcher, tieninutive Tit-hylia, seven
sunbird-species, Sabine’s Puffback, Copper-tailkdsy Starling, Red-headed
Malimbe and White-breasted Negrofinch.

Forest Wood-hoopoe climbing on a branch in the weestood in. |

When we walked back to the parking, a young anditifedly coloured Gabon
Viper passed our path, and we got really good vieftbe poisonous snake. We
had hoped to see some monkeys while on the walkimdwye mostly just heard
them — Olive Colobus and Lowe’s Monkey were jusdrdewhile we actually
saw a Lesser Spot-nosed Monkey below us. Somewrmére jungle below, we
also heard a Maxwell’s Duiker. On our way backtte hotel, we stopped for
owl- and nightjar-listening, which produced Browightjar, Demidoff's Galago
and Tree Hyrax.

In the evening we also watched the African FootBaip, which 2012 was held
in Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, and Ghana metdafeted Botswana 1-0.
Excitement and joy all around.
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25/1

The morning was an early one, we headed out teesia the outskirts of the
Kakum National Park called Antwikwaa. This was ageavhere several huge
trees had been left after cutting down others,sandll fields and plantations of
bananas and cocoa were evident. The obtrusiveabitgpcould also be seen
everywhere, and along the trail we walked, the petidn of palm-“wine” could
be seen — and smelled! — all the time. The areaaudg open, which led to
easy-birding, but still quite a lot of interestiggecies. Our primary target
species for the day was the Black Bee-eater, ofhwve saw four individuals,
and could watch them for a long period. Other oltérns included Black
Sparrow-hawk, Blue-spotted Wood Dove, we heard &vhtotted Flufftail, saw
our first African Emerald Cuckoo, our only BatesVi& for the length of the
journey, Sabine’s and Cassin’s Spinetails, thenauRufous-sided Broadbill
was heard but not seen, Thick-billed Honeyguidee@Grheaded and the
beautiful Buff-throated Sunbird. Shining Drongo, $t&¥n Bluebill and Black-
bellied Seedcracker were delightful new birds onlsti this morning.

After leaving Antwikwaa, we soon made a stop analswater-course, where a
bridge made up nesting-site for both Preuss’ Qiffallow and Golden-backed
(Preuss’) Weaver. Both species could easily be Beanthe side of the stream.

We continued for lunch in the heat of midday, alsth 400k a detour to Twifo
Praso, a town on the Praa River, where we wenbiotie bridge to look for a
couple of specialities — White-throated Blue Swallend Rock Pratincole. We
didn’t have to wait for long until we discoveredi@ast three pratincoles on the
cliffs out in the stream. Though the distance wag aenuch, we could study
them well as we were on the lookout for the swalléwd indeed, after some
twenty minutes, two swallows could be seen ovemtater, and we could retreat
into the AC-climate in our bus once again.

Rock Pratincoles on é cﬁff'in the Pra River
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The lunch (consisting of chicken and fries for savhes most days) made us
alert again, and we then set off on our questno fhore hornbills this
afternoon. We had, so far, had few hornbill spe@es few good observations
of these interesting species, needing huge tredbdo nesting and survival. We
walked a stretch of road in the Abrafu forest omwestern side of Kakum NP.
Here we noted African (Red-chested) Goshawk, GB&st Turaco (heard),
Black-throated Coucal, Naked-faced Barbet, the loutdskulking Swamp Palm
Bulbul and Crested Malimbe. We walked to an opeaawith a good view of
some big trees, and waited for the sun to set. Hemnebills usually fly by in the
evening, on their way from their feeding treeshteiit preferred roosting trees. In
one tall tree with several holes in it, a pair otFbellied Woodpeckers settled
for the night. We waited for a long time, and jastdarkness made it difficult to
clearly see, three huge Brown-cheeked Hornbillddann the trees in front of
us, and we could enjoy them as an appropriate gridiget another great day in
the Ghanan (Guinean) forests. The owl- and nigiiggning-stops gave
nothing, but in the twilight we had a superb oba&on of a Pel's Anomalure up
in a tree.

26/1

We took the same road to Abrafu forest early thismmg, and stopped quite
early in an agricultural area with brush and thiskélere we had some amazing
nightjar-spotting, when both Black-shouldered andd-tailed Nightjars
responded to playback, and started swarming araandiving us both auditory
and visual close-ups. We continued a thorough sogrof the dense bushes,
and in the end found some tough-spotted specigsalNaf us got to see all
species, but patience and skilful guiding providsdvith good views, or at least
glances of the interesting species we noted thisimg. Among the plethora of
species we saw or heard were Forest Francolin ridi@eickoo, a great flock of
over 40 Rosy Bee-eaters in a tree by the road vileed@n, once again we
noted one Brown-cheeked Hornbill, Brown-eared Waater, Melancholy
Woodpecker (a subspecies of the Gabon WoodpecBezy-headed Bristlebill,
Western Nicator, Black-and-white Flycatcher, Redelted Wattle-eye, a flock
of four Red-billed (Chestnut-bellied) Helmetshrik¥solet-backed Starling,
Red-vented Malimbe, Blue-billed (African) Firefineimd more than 10 Pin-
tailed Whydahs. Early in the morning Robert heardfaintastic imitating song
of a Blue-shouldered Robin-chat, and we followad thto the thickets along
the road. It sounded more like a Eurovision Songt€si-contribution than a
bird-song! We fought with the branches and stiakig$ for hours, but in the
end at least two of us got splendid views of thecggs. We noted three of them,
but they will be remembered as the nr 1 skulkethefrip! Later this morning
we came upon the clear nr 2-skulker, which all®ofjat close views of — Puvel’s
llladopsis. Two of them tried in vain to avoid umsthe brushy undergrowth.
Mission accomplished — two target-species defeated!
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Rosy bee-eaters calmly sitting in a big tree ahaen Abrafu forest.

We travelled westwards, to lunch and subsequeantsuta Forest, north of
Sekondi. A long road into secondary forests whichtoo long ago have been
probably marvelous old-growth rain forests, with ti@es and still sustaining
large populations of rainforest species. This afien the hot and humid air
continued, and we sought shadow as much as we wdillel investigating a
stretch of forest. It proved to be worthwhile, ardong the gems of the
afternoon were two Cassin’s Hawk Eagle in the distaGreen (Guinea)
Turaco, four additional Black Bee-eaters, Red-8illavarf Hornbill (much
sought after!), over 20 Piping Hornbills and six-fiylias in one flock. We had
Michel follow with the bus as we walked the diratbinto the forest, and in the
end we stopped at a site where Robert tried pld&ybhowls, and with great
success! We got close views of both Fraser’'s anathAkagle Owl, and heard
African Wood Owl and Brown Nightjar. A tremendousigh to a hot but
rewarding day!
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> . .
Akun Eagle Owl sitting in a tree just beside thaddn Nsuta Forest.

27/1

We once again navigated the rough roads to Nsuatfthis morning, the walk
today being even hotter and more humid! We slowdylk&d our way along the
dirt road, with Michel following in the bus. We sanfair amount of birds, met
with a few mixed parties of birds, and among thecsgs seen were Rosy Bee-
eaters, two Black Bee-eaters, Blue-throated Rdleee White-crested
Hornbills (“the mad professor”) giving excellenews, Red-billed Dwarf
Hornbill, at least 40 (!) Piping Hornbills, Blue €kbo-shrike, Golden Greenbul,
Grey-throated Tit-flycatcher, Forest Penduline Mgxwell’s Black Weaver and
Blue-billed Malimbe.

We left Nsuta, and carried on in a south-westerectipn. Passing over the
Ankobra River we made a stop, and watched sevaeiesting birds, foremost
some White-throated Blue Swallows nesting undebtigge and in the
mangroves and bushes around the estuary we sasvRliehenbach’s and two
Mangrove (Mouse-brown) Sunbirds. An ideal shorpsteith two new species
in just a few minutes!

We eventually reached Half Assini, a town closéh#lvory Coast border. Here
we threw in our luggage in a quaint (euphemistycgiieaking) hotel, having one
clear advantage over most hotels — in the gardene tas yet another new
species of sunbird — Carmelite Sunbird! And aldmgroad to the hotel we
found a colony of Orange Weavers in a bush growimgn island in a lagoon.
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After a short rest, interrupted by power failuneater shortage, and trying to fix
malfunctioning locks on doors, we headed out towaine interesting National
Park Ankasa. We were met a short distance away énamiotel by Francis in a
4x4-Landrover. The roads in the National Park atemously bad, and flooding
and elephants occur as disturbances to the infidste in the park. We had to
get out of the Landrover once to push, and evegthall to leave it, and
continue on foot. The forest along the road isghgaffected by human
interference, but just a short distance away, ttgereally just primary virgin
lowland rainforest. As this is extremely rare todag had high hopes for our
two days in the park, but were also aware of teetfaat birding in this kind of
forest is immensely difficult, but with the helpim our guides we managed to
get a really good list of birds here. The walk ledover some hills to a number
of dams or wetlands in the forest, and in to raiegowith an extremely dense
understory.

The start of our trail in the park was great! Weewnet shortly after entering
the park, by 12 Crested Guineafowls! They stootherroad, did not seem to
know where to go (naturally, as they indeed arefal), but rushed back and
forth and eventually disappeared in the forest.9ate Dwarf Bittern standing
by the side of a small pool, saw 2 + 2 Hartlaubisk® a real target species in
the Park! Sadly we did not get perfect views of tlainforest duck, but just
glimpses in the water, and flying over us. In theaB pool we also saw several
Dwarf Crocodiles basking on a log and both Whitdidx and Blue-breasted
Kingfisher. Other observations this afternoon ideld Ahanta Francolin,
Golden Greenbul and Tiny Sunbird. On the dirt tragkwalked, several small
forest elephants had trodden before us. A MaxwBliiger rushed over the road
at a point, and some of us were lucky enough to thgoalways secretive
Demidoff's Galago, and before we left for the nighime Hammer Bats flew
past.

We travelled back to Gracia Hotel in Half Assinidarkness, had a nice
(socially) dinner, and fell fast aleep.

Some Dwarf Crocodiles in an Ankasa pond
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28/1

We started early as ever from Half Assini, pickgdhe same nice guy outside
Ankasa National Park as our local guide — he knemgaide Robert from their
mutual work in Kakum — and headed into the park: iapes for some great
views of Hartlaub’s Ducks sitting on treestumpshiae wetlands were sadly not
fulfilled when we met another local guide with t®aitch bicyclists in
company! The only other people we saw in Ankaghétwo days we were
there were not even interested in birds! We toting walk partly along the dirt
track, partly up some hills in dense forest and sakprisingly many birds,
though it was difficult birding in the forest. Itas also to become our warmest
day so far with temperatures soaring above 35 dsdtelsius, and a humidity
of un-precedented scale! Tough for Jérgen and wib, Wearing glasses, which
were constantly misty, and made us miss some ddctien of the day. The
humidity eventually turned into rain, but nothimgrential, but rather more
trickling.

We managed to find some of the target specieseodidly, with close-up views
of displaying Rufous-sided Broadbill topping th&tliOther observations
included Striated Heron, another observation of Haotlaub’s Ducks, which
probably had been disturbed by the cyclists, Afrieebby, an unbelievable
sight of a Nklulengu Rail walking on the road rigitfront of us! Black crake
was seen in the vegetation surrounding one of dinelpin the forest, Western
Bronze-naped Pigeon was heard and then sat ilophef & tree, two each of
Shining-blue, White-bellied and Blue-breasted Kiglgér were seen, on a
powerline in the forest a minimum of 70 White-thiexh Bee-eaters were sitting,
one Mosque Swallow of treaturiator ssp was fly-catching, both Yellow-
bearded and Western Bearded Greenbul were spdfiedbserved White-tailed
Ant-thrush, Forest Robin, after a long search sawvBlack-capped Apalis,
Cassin’s Flycatcher was sitting close to the watessman’s Flycatcher, Blue-
headed Crested Flycatcher, Pale-breasted lllade@asiseen in the undergrowth
and four Chestnut-breasted Negrofinches spotted.

For lunch we stopped at a rather fancy restauratita bustling twin-city of
Sekondi-Takoradi, which we had stopped at on owr teavards Half Assini.
Nice with a cold beer in an air-conditioned envirent! After lunch we made
longer stops along the Brenu Beach Road betweeon8eknd Cape Coast.
This was an area similar to Winneba Plains, anttasesome good birding in
this drier, open habitat for the afternoon.

In the undulating landscape, with bush-thickets laumcht areas with some
wetlands and ponds we saw African Crake standing small pond, Senegal
Coucal, a couple of Vieillot's Barbet, over 140 &g Cliff Swallows, we heard
an Oriole Warbler nearby but it eluded us, Commondek, Marsh Tchagra,
Bar-breasted Firefinch were also seen. As we weparting the area, Michel
stopped abruptly since a mother Striped Groundr8swvith two kids were out
on the road. We picked them up, and released theansafe distance from the
traffic.
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We returned to the familiar Rainforest Lodge fot gmother good nights sleep
near the Kakum NP. This time after seeing Ghanalbeal antagonist Mali 2-0
in the African Cup.
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29/1

Even earlier than usually, we had our breakfagtenhotel — b.t.w. excellently
arranged by Ashanti African Tours, all our realéylg breakfasts were served on
time, and no birding time lost in the process -ntheceeded to the northeast
corner of Kakum NP, birding along a road in theaaralled Aboabo. Secondary
forest once again, but quite a few old and taldrand some almost unspoilt
parts here, on the border of the park. As we keftlius, the fog was thick, and
sight restricted. We slowly walked along, relyingRobert’'s accurate hearing
for detecting the birds. After the sun had risée, fog rapidly disappeared, and
birds were getting busy.
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Aboabo-sunrise

Torbjorn had our only visual glance of the elusiVhaite-spotted Flufftail, we
observed Yellow-throated, Black, and Thick-billeddkoo, Blue Cuckoo-

shrike, Yellow.browed Camaroptera, Kemp’s LongBilpko’s (Fernado Po)
Batis, Brown llladopsis, the rare Bates’ Sunbird &ed-billed Helmetshrike.

Over lunch, excitement grew, since we were goingn® of the sites where you
can see the breeding sites of the superbird Yelleaded Picathartes, and watch
them at close range. In the village, we were métaylocal guides, which are
undergoing education to learn their trade. Thecienomically supported by
Ashanti African Tours and seems to be working ameantive to keep locals
from disturbing these sites. After 1,5 hours walkg a short climb, we were
sitting on bedrock cliffs (tough as we were immdedbvaiting for evening,
when the birds check in on their cave-site. Orvibg we had seen Blue-headed
Coucal well. When we almost had lost concentrat@obird suddenly stood in
front of us! The Yellow-headed Picathartes had cameithout a sound, and
was foraging for a minute or so, flying a shortaise and then disappearing in
the undergrowth. An amazing experience! This waly wne of the highlights of
the trip! Ever since |, as a child had read theystd this peculiar bird, breeding
in house martin-like nests in a few caves in WdscA, | had dreamt about
seeing it. It was now come true, and we smiledha&lway back to the village,
and were only slightly disturbed by the fact thaiveg in front of the bird, as it
was at its closest, had disrupted the autofocusegsracameras (and we didn’t
even think of trying to adjust it, as we watcheid imcient-looking creature).

All the way up to the bustling town of Kumasi, dapbiof the Ashanti district, we
were talking about our success.
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The myth of the West African forests, the Yelloadbd Picathartes. And the
problematic twig...

The bustling town of Kumasi is a far-spread cititrvimmense traffic, and
presented us with time-consuming travel whenevehagkto negotiate it.
However, we arrived at our hotel, continued oucudssions about the Guinea-
savannah to come the next days, and watched thdiSwieotball-star Zlatan
Ibrahimovich playing a game with his Milan on th¥ ih the hotel-bar.

30/1

This day was one of the days of long transportatiere started in Kumasi and
ended in Mole National Park, mostly driving on ggodds, but in the beginning
in Kumasi there were huge traffic jams since tiveeee big road-building
activities around the town. And in the afternooe, negotiated some dirt tracks
in the outback of Ghana, which still were not waditsan the main road we drove
some days later. The temperature was over 35 dedreeit was now really dry.
Before noon we left the forests that still are présn some areas around
Kumasi, and passed through more open land, antuhald in Kintampu. After
lunch we continued in the flat landscape to Buipleere we crossed the Black
Volta river, which is now flooded by the huge damAkosombo. After the
crossing we left the main road and headed NW. Rgskrough the Guinean
savannah on sandy tracks, we tried to keep a lobkeo raptors and new
species. We passed through Damango, up to Laralmang@ashboard-roads,
and subsequently into Mole National Park.

Grasshopper Buzzard was one of the more commoorsaibte next four days,
some Lizard Buzzard also seen on the road. Eur&kaby was spotted shortly
after lunch. Woodland Kingfishers of the sspnegalensibecame common
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after Kumasi. Along the road, the raptor populadiarere, as always dominated
by Black (Yellow-billed) Kites with local groups ¢éfooded Vultures.

We arrived in Mole already at 17 hrs, so we hadestime to start birding
immediately. The Mole Hotel is beautifully situated an escarpment in the S
part of the NP, overlooking waterholes and Guireasnah with partially
dense stands of trees and bushes. Though we ve#tiagvin the dry season,
there was still water in the water holes and rivetsich attracted lots of birds
and wildlife.

T8 v

Otr‘ié'r iBurists poolside in the Mole Hotel — othesgvgood birding

Our bird-watching activities on the escarpment @helscoping of the water-
holes this first savannah-day produced Black-crandight Heron, Hamerkop,
Hadada Ibis, Wahlberg’'s Eagle, lots of Helmetedn@aifowl, Senegal Thick-
knee, Bruce’s Pigeon, Rose-ringed Parakeet, theRied-throated Bee-eaters,
Abyssinian Roller, Black Scimitarbill, the first Afan Grey Hornbills since
Shai Hills, Bearded barbet, a confiding pair of ys¥éoodpecker in the big trees
at the escarpment, Mosque Swallow of the subspseigsgalensjBrown
Babbler, Beautiful Sunbird and African Golden OeidDf the local wildlife we
immediately became familiar with the Bushbucks,alhvere browsing next to
us, and the Warthogs and Kobs. It was with anti@mpave went to bed waiting
for sunrise.
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A dangrous beast fenced in
31/1

We took a tour called the Samole Loop this day, &\We HQ and leading to
the waterholes we overlooked from the hotel, andlzservation tower by one
of them. Early in the morning we were actually astiipeezing! It was 16-P&,
which was refreshing, though unexpected. But teatpegs soared rapidly, and
before 11 o’clock it reached 35. We thoroughly seahthe thickets and small
pools by foot accompanied by an armed ranger athmg, and we had some
superb observations! What we did not succeed is,fimding the Pel's Fishing
Owl that the last years sometimes has been foutitese trees. Otherwise our
list grew with some speed.

Some egrets and herons were resting or foraginghdrthe watercourses,
notably Black-headed Heron and Little Egret, Woalgcked Stork was seen, in
a tree we discovered an adult African Fish Eaglelvlet us have excellent
views of it. Above us, our first Bateleurs starse@ring, we saw Red-necked
Falcon, Cardinal and Brown-backed Woodpecker, Windeted Black-chat,
Rufous Cisticola, Yellow-breasted Apalis, beautifidws of an Oriole Warbler
by a water-hole, Swamp Flycatcher, African ParaBligeatcher, the first of
many Pygmy Sunbirds, Variable Sunbird, Scarlet4gueSunbird (the most
common sunbird of the day), the big Long-tailed<SlpStarling, Little Weaver,
Northern Red Bishop, big flocks of Red-headed @audbeautiful Red-cheeked
Cordon-Bleue and Lavender Waxbill, Red-billed Rivehes, Red-winged
Pytilia,Wilson’s Indigobird, and both males and das of Exclamatory and
Togo Paradise Whydahs.
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African Fish eagle showing off

The mammals were equally exciting, with fantasbservations of Olive
Baboons, Callithrix’ Monkeys, Blotched Genet ingsealong a stream, at least
ten Elephants, both old bulls and younger aningaen calves, lots of
Warthogs, Kob and Bushbuck.

S \

n old elepant bII at

close range

In the afternoon we did a tour which | think wadlezhthe Dry Northern Loop,
in areas scorched by fires, drier with less treasstill dense bushland. We
stopped at several areas of extensive open sandpdjrwhere we found more
species. White-backed and White-headed Vultures s@aring and landing
near the waterholes, we noted White-throated Fitamdots of Stone Partridges,
discovered a well-camouflaged Denham'’s Bustartbast six Forbes’ Plovers a
target species only found in these recently bureds African Wattled plover,
two Northern Carmine Bee-eaters, at least six G¥é¢end-hoopoes, three
massive Abyssinian Ground Hornbills, Northern Rextrthill, many Sun Larks,
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at lunch near the hotel we spotted our only Gamlbdygtiacher for the trip,
Fork-tailed Drongo and Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bgntin the dense, burnt
bushes we saw several Waterbucks and a Roan Aatelop

. et &) 1l D S e
Roan antelope relying on camoufla

As we were heading towards the hotel in the aftenn®icke suddenly started
stuttering, pointing and screaming (really, reédiyd!!!), le-, le- le-, lep-, leo-....
No-one understood at the time what he meant, bab&listopped, and we
started looking in his rather agitated pointingediron. As Michel started
backing the bus, we saw it! A leopard, crouchingrreesmall stream at the
roadside! As we backed up, we got within two meters it! It slowly started

to move, with no hurry into the bulrush and talf drass along the watercourse,
eventually disappearing out of sight! We had altalad it, trying to stop Micke
from screaming, got our cameras up, but it wasctose, and we were too
agitated to get any pictures. A leopard in MoleislRot a common sight, it was
a first for the Ashanti trips, and only the sect¢swpard our armed guide had
seen in twelve years in Mole! This was our secagtltght of the trip, and
probably the most exciting.

The best shot any of us got of the leopard
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However, the day didn’t end there, we then heade@utds the Mole airstrip,
famous for the resting Standard-winged Nightjarg. Wéalked the strip up and
down, using playback, but sadly no nightjars werns However we managed
to come close to an African Scops Owl, and saw esM&ane Rat scurrying
over the former tarmac.

The cold beer that evening felt great, and we webed after a great day and
some funny summing up, and fell asleep to SpottgakeHas laughter.

1/2

Encouraged by the experiences yesterday, we wges &astart birding today,
and we headed directly towards a bridge over theeNRover, on the National
Park boundary. We walked around there and in tbi@ities all morning, and
spotted quite a lot of interesting species. Themmgywas cool, but now we
were prepared for it. There were lots of birds eeggting along the river, and
we got opportunities for close studies of themyaB as photographing.

After lunch and a short rest at the hotel, whenvigged the National Park
center, we took another loop mainly heading nogthirg the Office Loop, which
led us to new ground.

The list of interesting observations include evettdy views of Bateleurs,
Wahlberg’s Eagles, Grey Kestrel, Lanner Falcorgkifoof Helmeted
Guineafowl, good views of four Black Crakes, addial Denham’s Bustards,
Four-banded Sandgrouse, four Brown-necked Pamiis,views of Violet
Turaco, three mobbed Pearl-spotted Owlets, StigpeldGrey-headed
Kingfishers, more than 100 Red-throated Bee-eaRarius-crowned Roller,
Broad-billed Roller, Greater and Lesser Honeyguitedlow-throated
Leaflove, White-crowned Robin-chat, discretely kdabAfrican Blue
Flycatchers, loud-singing Brubru, Square-tailedriyym Purple Glossy Starling,
Red-headed Weaver, 1000+ Red-headed Quelea, Blaek-Firefinch and
several Yellow-fronted Canaries.

In the evening, as we returned towards the hotelstepped for nightjars and
saw two Long-tailed Nightjars, one Freckled and Stendard-winged Nightjar
— the last sadly a female (not a sexistic commgnhbart they lack the immense
feathers of the hand of the wing, which are so [@juAs we drove along a
track, we also spotted a calmly crawling big Pufiad It was in no hurry, and
let us look at it — awe-inspiring!

We had some great mammal-spotting also, which dediOlive Baboons,
Callithrix’ Monkeys, over 50 Patas’ Monkeys hurrgiover the road, a Senegal
Galago seen fairly well in the trees, Kintampo R&pgiirrel, six Elephants,
Warthog, Bushbuck, Kob, one Waterbuck and 14 Raateldpes. All in all,
another successful day!
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2/2

We started slightly late this morning, and did saddib bird-watching near the
hotel before it was time to get on the bus. We taakfferent route back towards
the Tamale-Kumasi-road, and stopped for bird olzems and photography
now and then. We lunched at the same diner as ioprevious tour on this road,
and ended by sitting in enormous queues into Kumamither hotel, the Silicon
Hotel, was our finishing point for the day, and were rather tired after the
ardous journey, and fast fell asleep.

A shining Purple Glossy Starling along the road

The notable observations of the day were two Ddr&rfing Goshawks along
the road, 30+ Grasshopper Buzzards, two SpeckiEbRs made us stop at
Fufulsu Junction. We saw another Rufous-crownedeRdhree Blue-bellied
Rollers, Northern Red-billed Hornbills, Yellow-frted Tinkerbird, Northern
Puff-back, six White-crested Helmetshrikes, LontethGlossy Starling and 3+
Purple Glossy Starling,

3/2

It took us a while to get to the first goal fordiiig this day, the Bobiri Forest
butterfly reserve. It was a nice piece of foresingnold, huge trees left, with
dense undergrowth. It presented an opportunityltbraissing forest species to
our list, and so we did. We walked around, speciatbking for the Long-tailed
Hawk and missing hornbills. When the trees in #serve were high, it was
extremely difficult to see the birds up in the cayoand we soon heard the
hawk from the forest. Robert led us around, ananaaaged to conclude in
which tree at least one Long-tailed Hawk was gittihwas almost impossible
to get a clear view of the top of this tree, andaiveled it at different distances
several times, before we all got at least a goodpge of this enigmatic little
forest dweller. We saw one adult and one juveniié iin the tree. In the process,
we also managed to spot, and get good views oftiledi Dwarf Hornbills, so
the visit did pay off well. We also saw seven GRayrots, at last we saw one
Chocolate-backed Kigfisher high up in a tree, aearti more in the trees
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around, saw two Forest Wood-hoopoes and three Vehetted Hornbills. After
an extensive search up in the canopy we found stlté@neyguide close to the
reserve office. We had both Blue and Purple-theb&weckooshrike, White-
throated Greenbul, two Black-and-white Flycatchews, Dusky tits and Red-
billed Helmetshrike.

. e S
Dense bamboo-stands in the secondary forests iniBob

The weather this day was once again more humidwanelven encountered
rainfalll Not heavy, but it rained as we headedl@mich. In the afternoon we
stopped at the foot of the Atewa range, in whatdesen known as the Atewa
Farmlands. A mix of small remnants of forest, wattiensive bushlands and
farmed fields. It has become popular as a goodrgrspot, where a mix of
species can be found. We had no special expecsdborhis afternoon, the next
morning we were going to experience the more fecksttewa range properly,
but were surprised at the diversity in this area.

We noted four Cuckoo-hawks, Honey Buzzard, Blackl@ak, four African
Hobby (probably nesting), Blue-spotted Wood Doveimapressive parade of
cuckoo-species — Klaas’, Jacobin, Common and Blaatkoo, Blue-headed
Coucal, White-throated and Little Bee-eaters, Rexkdl and Whistling
Cisticola, Grey-throated Flycatcher, a mixed colohyeavers including Black-
necked, Grosbeak and Compact Weavers. On the fadsise also noted 100+
flocks of Black & White and Bronze Mannikins.

We spent our last night in Ghana at the Royal BiebrAlotel in Tafo.

4/2

The final morning of our trip was an early one {igiguishing it from no other).
We went to the Atewa farmlands once again, butttiie just walked through
them, then started a steep climb up the Atewa. Miis started at 200 m.a.s.l.
and finished at more than 850 meters! In a sevemigter walk, it was hot and
once again humid, but at the slightly higher attéuhe temperature actually
dropped a little bit, which was positive after tia¢her rapid walk.
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Some of the birds from yesterday were once agaitiesh but as the hill got
steeper, the trees were higher, and the fauna etlakige ended our stay in
Ghana with some excellent birding, and among tleeisp we noted on our last
guest were Forest Francolin, Bronze-naped Pigele-Beaded Wood Dove,
several Yellow-billed Turacoes, Red-chested Cuckizoijna’s Trogon,
Chocolate-backed Kingfisher and six splendid Bleaded Bee-eaters, one of
our last target species for the trip! We had gveaws as they perched above our
heads and made swooping flights to catch inseatow-spotted, Vieillot's and
Yellow-billed Barbet, White-tailed Ant-thrush, FeteScrub-robin, five Black-
capped Apalis, Sharpe’s Apalis, Little Grey Flytsg Blackcap llladopsis,
Many-coloured Bush-shrike, Maxwell’s Black Weavadarested Malimbe
were also seen.

With an early feeling of grief, we went back to dwatel to get a last shower in
Ghana, before we drove to the airport for a finetheary of the observations of
the day, a common toast with Robert, Emmanuel, Miahd Robert’s brother
James, who was in place to pick up another grouprdérs. We expressed our
gratitude to Ashanti, especially the people, guideser, planning staff and all.
We had a nice farewell session in the restaurantsaid thanks and goodbye to
our friends in Ghana.

5/2
As we landed in Amsterdam, once again the weatlsrawful there! The

previous day, temperature had fallen to minus I¥ekes(!) which is extreme in
the Netherlands. This day, though snow and freezahdness still prevailed, we
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managed to land, and also took off and landedroa in a frosty, icy, terrible
Sweden. The trip had been a complete successylargdimishaps or failures,
not even a flat tire!

Summary

The trip consisting of thirteen birding-days, maaado reach 423 species of
birds! According to Robert a new record for trigghas length! We had good
luck with most birding, though particularily the Hhbills were a slight
miscalculation, and we had hoped to see more avel hetter observations of
e.g. cuckoo-shrikes and bush-shrikes. The skilRaifert and his brother were
immense, and their ability to hear and subsequéntliybirds for us was truly
amazing! Robert is one of the best bird guides awgeehmet on our journeys.

140
120

100

Number of bird species per day, which gives an @fdhe species richness and
diversity of the country. Observe that Jar'3®d Feb ¥ to a large extent were
travel days

The costs for the trip were the following, Ashaifiican Tours charged us 1650
£ for the whole package in Ghana, excluding bewesag meals. The air tickets
cost us approximately 900 £, from Stockholm ArlatmlAccra and back. We
ordered visas through the Ghana consulate in Ddqrbat had some problems
with them, so our advice is to check thoroughlydkact date when you can
order your visa, and check the dates on it, sodgot get conned in the
controls at the Accra airport, as Torbjorn and nfydid. We had to “pay” a
small fine to pass, since the controller claimezltisa were not in order.
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The way Ashanti is managing these trips is readlgdy we think. Early start, but
still having breakfast before leaving is a timeisgwvay. Then we had a period
of relaxing, slow birding or whatever you wanteteafunch. Birding in the
afternoons generally began at approximately 3 Pir§night after dinner we
also had a good de-briefing, going through ths lishd noting everything. We
were anxious trying to estimate numbers of birdsrgday, and the guides were
extremely helpful in doing this. We even managesdde the three African Cup-
games that coincided with our stay in Ghana! Tabtha Ghana team maybe
played their worst game of the tournament in thmidmals, under-estimating
the skills of their opponents Zambia, losing by. Maybe a slight reconciliation
that Zambia then went on to win the Cup, beatirgltlory Coast on penalties
(8-7). Since Cote d’'lvoire is Ghana’s worst enenikis was easing the pain.

Bird-watching in tropical forests is notorioushffaiult, and we mainly did this
along roads and dirt tracks. This was positivedietecting the birds, and
together with the hearing of our guides meant algumay-off. Among the
impressive results of the trip, the good sightiaf22 out of Ghana’s 23 sunbird
species was fantastic. Only the Western Voilet-bdc&unbird eluded us, and
we’ll have to cme back to see it too.
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BIRD LIST GHANA 2012-01-23 — 2012-02-04

The taxonomy follows Larsson et.al. 2008. Birdsh&f World ver. 2.0 (BW).
Subspecies name is added after species name whsiblpo\When more than
one subspecies seen these are separated in the listSubspecies mainly
identified by geographical distribution. Englishnmain brackets indicate name
used in Birds of Ghana by Borrow and Demey.

Species endemic to Upper Guinea forests are higeligwith green colour.

Ankasa = Ankasa National Park, Kakum NP = Kakumidwe Park and
Kakum Game Reserve, Mole NP= Mole Natinal Park,iBebBobiri Butterfly
Reserve, Bonko = Picathartes site, Sakumono = Sakarbagoon Protected
Site, Shai Hills = Shai Hills Production Reserve

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca
One seen in Sakumono lagoon 23/1

White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata
Seen 5 days, Sakumono lagoon 1000+ and 50+ in NiBle

Hartlaub's Duck Pteronetta hartlaubii
4 seen one pair each in two different ponds in AaKdP 27/1, one pair seen
28/1

Helmeted GuineafowlNumida meleagrigaleatus
Seen 5 days, common in Mole NP — over 100 seerafi®about 5 seen in Shai
Hills 23/1

Most of the 12 rested Guineafwl on the estwiartnbad in Ankasa 27/1

Crested GuineafowlGuttera pucherani verreauxi
12 welcomed us in Ankasa NP 27/1

White-throated Francolin Peliperdix albogularis buckleyi
One heard in Mole NP 31/1
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Forest Francolin Peliperdix I. lathamilLatham’s Forest Francolin)
1 heard Antwikwaa 25/1, two heard in Abrafu for28t1 and one seen in Atewa
range 4/2

Ahanta Francolin Pternistis ahantensis
1 along the road in Ankasa NP 27/1

Double-spurred Francolin Pternistis b. bicalcaratus
Heard in Shai Hills 23/1, 4 seen Brenu beach ré&it, 2and several seen every
day in Mole NP 30/1 —1/2

Stone PartridgePtilopachus p. petrosus
1 in Shai Hills 23/1, 8+2+7 seen in Mole NP 31/BnH 2/2

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis capensis
1 in Sakumono lagoon 23/1 and 15 in river estuarthe coast 26/1

Woolly-necked Stork in Mole 31/1

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus microscelis
2+5+ 2in Mole NP 31/1 - 2/2

African Openbill Stork Anastomus lamelligerus
Three flying over Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash brevirostris
Between 3 and 5 seen in Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

Glossy IbisPlegadis falcinellus
5 seen in Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Grey Heron Ardea c. cinerea
Seen 6 days, Sakumono lagoon, riverine estuarySekandi and in Mole NP
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Black-headed HeronArdea melanocephala
1 in Mole NP 31/1 and one in a wetland 100 km Eé&/RP

Purple Heron Ardea p. purpurea
1 Sakumono lagoon 23/1 and 2 Brenu beach road 28/1

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca
12 in one flock Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia brachyrhyncha
25 Sakumono lagoon 23/1, one Ankobra river 27He#& Sekondi 28/1 and one
in Mole NP 30/1

Little Egret Egretta g. garzetta
5 Sakumono lagoon 23/1 and single in Mole NP 31/1

Western Reef HeronEgretta g. gularifWestern Reef Egret)
5 Sakumono lagoon 23/1, 2 Ankobra river 27/1 arel mear Sekondi 28/1

Cattle Egret Bubulcus i. ibis
Common, seen every day, most numerous Sakumonori&fti1 (several
hundred)

Squacco HeronArdeola ralloides
Seen six days (Sakumono, near Sekondi and Molehihest number; 10
Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Striated Heron Butorides striata atricapilldGreen-backed Heron)
1 at the entrance to Ankasa NP 28/1, single biegs $n Mole NP 31/1 and 1/2

Flying Black-crowned Night Heron in Mole 31/1

Black-crowned Night Heron N. n. nycticorax
1 + 4 Mole NP 30 and 31/1
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Dwarf Bittern Ixobrychus sturmii
One standing at a pond in Ankasa NP 27/1

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta minor
Fairly common Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

Reed CormorantPhalacrocorax a. africanu@_ong-tailed Cormorant)
3 Sakumono lagoon 23/1 and 4 in riverine estuary 26

Osprey Pandion h. haliaetus
1 Abrafu forest 25/1

Black-winged Kite Elanus c. caeruleus
Two Shai Hills 23/1 and one N Kumasi 30/1

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typupectoralis
Eight individuals (minimum) seen on six days, sgrsam Kakum and Ankasa
to Mole

An adult Palm-nut Vulture over the canopy in Kakim24/1

Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 + 1 Mole NF13and 1/2 and 1 Atewa
range 4/2

African Cuckoo-Hawk Aviceda cuculoides batesi
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 4 Atewa farmland 3/2 and 2 Ateaage 4/2

European Honey BuzzardPernis apivorus
Totally ten seen, Kakum NP, Abrafu, Ankasa NP, MéRe and Bobiri

White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis
2 Mole NP 31/1
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Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus
Very common, in the south often +100 per day. Seledays

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus
6 + 10 in Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus
10 + 15 + 3 seen in Mole NP 31/1 - 2/2

Congo Serpent Eagldryotriorchis s. spectabilis
1 seen Kakum NP 24/1 and one Antwikwaa 25/1

Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax m. metabates
2 seen between Damango and Busunu 2/2

Red-chested Goshawldccipiter toussenelii macroscelidgsfrican Goshawk)
1 heard Abrafu 25/1, 1 seen Ankasa 28/1, 1 heabiriBand 2 seen Atewa range

Shikra Accipiter badius sphenurus
Totally 14 seen in six days

Red-thighed SparrowhawkAccipiter e. erythropus
1 Kakum NP 24/1

Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus temminckii
1 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 1 Nsuta forest 26/1

Long-tailed Hawk Urotriorchis macrourus
After a long search, one adult (red) and one jwnse Bobiri

Western Marsh Harrier Circus a. aeruginosus
One male Sakumono lagoon 23/1, 1 near Nsuta faé¢%t one N Kumasi 30/1
and one in Mole NP 31/1

Black (Yellow-billed Kite) Milvus migrans (m. parasitus)
Very common, seen all days, slightly fewer in Mbi

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer
1 Mole NP 31/1
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A small buzzard — Grésshoppér N Kintampo 2/2

Grasshopper BuzzardButastur rufipennis
10 Kumasi — Mole 30/1, 5 + 8 Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2 renthan 30 Mole-Kumasi
2/2 and 1 near Atewa range 4/2

Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco m. monogrammicus
4 Shai Hills 23/1, 2 + 1 Mole NP 30-31/1 and 1 neafulsu junction 2/2

Red-necked BuzzardButeo auguralis
Totally 12 seen, in 7 days, from Kakum to Mole

Cassin's Hawk-EagleNisaetus africanus
2 Nsuta forest 26/1

Tawny EagleAquila rapax belisarius
1 Shai Hills 23/1

Wabhlberg's EagleHieraaetus wahlbergi
1 Mole NP 30/1 and 2 1/2

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
1 Accra 23/1, 2 Abrafu forest 26/1 and 1 near Atéva

Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus
10 seen in 7 days

Red-necked Falcorfalco chicquera
1in Mole 31/1

Eurasian Hobby Falco s. subbuteo
1 N Kintampu 30/1, 2 + 2 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

African Hobby Falco cuvierii
1 Ankasa NP and 4 (probable breeders) Atewa farh3a2

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus abyssinicus
2 seen in Mole NP 31/1
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White-spotted Flufftail Sarothrura p. pulchra
Heard six days in southern wet forests, seen ireBRb@9/1

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra
1 Ankasa NP 28/1 and 4 seen in a wetland near Male 1/2

African Crake Crex egregia
1 seen Brenu beach road, standing by a small wad&g8/1

Nkulengu Rail Himantornis haematopus
1-2 heard below the canopy boardwalk Kakum NP 24 one seen well on the
road in Ankasa NP 28/1
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In the burnt areas of Mole NP, a Denham’s Bustarttying to hide 31/1
Denham’s BustardNeotis d. denhami
1+ 2 seenin Mole NP 31/1 -1/2

Senegal Thick-kneeBurhinus senegalensis
More than 10 seen four days in Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus
5 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Senegal LapwingVanellus lugubris
At least 8 seen Winneba Plains 23/1
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African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus s. senegallus
1 Sakumono lagoon 23/1 and 4 Mole NP 31/1

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
2-3 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Common Ringed PloverCharadrius h. hiaticula
10 Sakumono lagoon 23/1 and 1 W Cape Coast 26/1

Forbes's PloverCharadrius forbesi
6 Mole NP 31/1

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus
Seen 10 days (all in all >75)

Common SnipeGallinago gallinago
3 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Whimbrel Numenius p. phaeopus
3 Sakumono lagoon and 6 in estuary W Cape Coast 26/

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata orientalis
1 estuary W Cape Coast 26/1

Spotted RedshanKTringa erythropus
1 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Common RedshankTringa t. totanus
5 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
15 Sakumono lagoon 23/1
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Marsh Sandpiper in Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Common SandpiperActitis hypoleucos
Totally 9 seen in 5 days

Green SandpiperTringa ochropus
2 Mole NP 31/1

Common GreenshankTringa nebularia
5 Sakumono lagon 23/1 and 1 in estuary E Half A28ri

Wood SandpiperTringa glareola
1 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria i. interpres
8 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Sanderling Calidris alba
+20 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
2 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Dunlin Calidris alpina
2 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Greater Painted SnipeRostratula benghalensis
1 male Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
50 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincolafuelleborni
>50 Sakumono lagoon 23/1
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Rock Pratincole Glareola nuchalis liberiae

3 Pra river in Twifo Praso

Parasitic JaegerStercoraius parasiticugArctic Skua)
1 off the beach at Sakumono 23/1

Black Tern Chlidonias n. niger
1 Sakumono lagoon 23/1

Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus albididoralis
5 off the Sakumono coast

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon n. nilotica
3 off the Sakumono coast 23/1

Four-banded SandgrousedPterocles quadricinctus
1 Mole NP 1/2

Common PigeonColumba livia(Rock Dove) ‘Feral pigeon’
Fairly common, seen 9 days

Speckled PigeorColumba g. guinea
2 in Fufulsu junction 2/2

Western Bronze-naped Pigeo©olumba iriditorques
1 in Ankasa 28/1 and 1 Atewa hills 4/2

Laughing Dove Stigmatopelia s. senegalensis
Common, seen every day, but never numerous

Red-eyed Dovéstreptopelia semitorquata
Common, seen 12 days, in Mole >50 seen some days

Vinaceous DoveStreptopelia vinacea
1 in Shai Hills 23/1 and common Mole NP 30/1 — 2@mnetimes in high
numbers

Black-billed Wood DoveTurtur abyssinicus
3 Shai Hills 23/1 and 5-10 in Mole NP 31/1 — 2/2

Blue-spotted Wood DoveTurtur afer
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 2 Abrafu 26/1, 2 Ankasa 28/1,&bBi 3/2 and 3 Atewa
Hills 4/2

Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria
14 seen in 8 days

Blue-headed Wood Dovd urtur brehmeri infelix
Heard Kakum, Abrafu and Ankasa, one seen in Ab@8ihb and in Atewa hills
4/2
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Bruce's Green Pigeorilreron waalia
4 + 2 Mole NP 30/1 and 1/2

African Green PigeonTreron calvus sharpei
Common, seen 11 days

Rose-ringed ParakeePsittacula k. krameri
12 + 10 + 5 Mole NP 30/1 — 1/2

Grey Parrot Psittacus e. erithacus
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forgétl, 1 Ankasa 28/1 and
7 Bobiri 3/2

Brown-necked Parrot Poicephalus fuscicollis
4 Mole NP 1/2

Red-fronted Parrot Poicephalus gulielmi fantiensis
3 Kakum NP 24/1, 3 Antwikwaa 25/1, 8 Abrafu 26/H&Nsuta 27/1

Senegal ParrotPoicephalus senegalus
20 Shai Hills 23/1 and 1 + 10 in Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2

Great Blue Turaco Corythaeola cristata
Heard in Abrafu forest 25/1, Nsuta forest 27/1 egally close in Ankasa 28/1

Guinea Turaco Tauraco p. pers§Green Turaco)
2 Nsuta forest 27/1

Yellow-billed Turaco Tauraco m. macrorhynchus
Seen and/or heard 7 days

’

Vialef Turaco at Mole river 1/2

Violet Turaco Musophaga violacea
2 Shai hills 23/1, 3 + 2 Mole NP 1 and 2/2
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Western Plantain-eaterCrinifer piscator
Seen 7 days, highest numbers in Mole NP

Jacobin CuckooClamator jacobinus pica
1 Atewa farmlands 3/2

Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii
2 Shai Hills 23/1, 2 Nsuta forest 26/1 and 1 Anka84d.

Thick-billed Cuckoo Pachycoccyx audeberti brazzae
1 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 1 Aboabo 29/1

Red-chested Cuckoduculus solitarius
1 Atewa hills 4/2

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus gabonensis
1 Aboabo 29/1, 1 Atewa farmland 3/2 and 1 Atewés [il2

Common CuckooCuculus canorus
1 Atewa farmlands 3/2

Olive Long-tailed CuckooCercococcyx olivinus
1 Kakum NP 24/1 and 1 Antwikwaa 25/1

Yellow-throated Cuckoo Chrysococcyx flavigularis
1 heard Aboabo 29/1

Klaas's CuckooChrysococcyx klaas
11 noted in 7 days

African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 3 Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Ankasdl28id 2 Aboabo 29/1

Dideric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius
2 Abrafu forest 26/1

Blue Malkoha Ceuthmochares aereus flavirost(iéellowbill)
3-4 Kakum NP 24/1, heard Antwikwaa 25/1 and Atearmniands 3/2

Black-throated Coucal Centropus |. leucogaster
3 heard Antwikwaa 25/1, 2 (h) Abrafu forest 26/5ekn Nsuta forest 27/1 and
again heard in Bobiri 3/2

Blue-headed CoucalCentropus monachus fischeri
2 seen well at Picathartes-site 29/1, 1 Atewa faneié 3/2 and 1 Atewa hills 4/2
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Senegal Coucalentropus s. senegalensis
11 seen in 7 days, mainly in drier areas — Mole 8 Hills and Atewa
farmland

African Scops OwlOtus s. senegalensis
2 at the Mole airstrip 31/1 and heard in Mole NP 1/

Fraser's Eagle-OwlBubo poensis
One seen well in the evening in Nsuta forest 26/1

Akun Eagle-Owl Bubo leucostictus
One seen very well across the road from a FraEagse Owl, in Nsuta forest
26/1

African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii nuchalis
1 heard in Nsuta forest 26/1

Pearl-spotted OwletGlaucidium p. perlatum
3 seen, being very mobbed by especially sunbird4ale NP 1/2

Parl-spotted Owlet near Mole river 1/2

Brown Nightjar Veles binotatus
1 Kakum NP 24/1 and on eheard in the morining inafbforest 26/1

Black-shouldered Nightjar Caprimulgus nigriscapularis
1 seen and heard excellently in Abrafu forest 26/1

Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma sharpei
1 sitting on the road at night in Mole NP 1/2
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Long-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus c. climacurus
1 Abrafu forest, seen and heard 26/1 and 2 in MigteL/2 sitting on the road at
night

Standard-winged Nightjar Macrodipteryx longipennis
1 female in the headlights of the bus Mole NP 1/2

Sabine's SpinetailRhaphidura sabini
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 2 Abrafu 26/1 and 1 Aboabo 29/1

Cassin's SpinetailNeafrapus cassini
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 2 Ankasa 28/1

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus
Fairly common, seen 8 days, but never large numpairsly >10)

Common SwiftA. a. apus
Very common, seen all days, often substantial nusnbe

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus
5 Mole NP 1/2

Little Swift Apus affinis aerobates
Fairly common, 10 days, generally 10 or less

Bates's SwiftApus batesi
1 Antwikwaa 25/1

Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina constantia
2 heard Atewa hills 4/2

Chocolate-backed KingfisherHalcyon badia
1 heard Kakum NP 24/1, 1 seen in Bobiri 3/2, ameard in Atewa hills 4/2

Grey-headed KingfisherHalcyon I. leucocephala
1 Mole NP 1/2



A Grey-headed Kingfisher in the fire-scorched nerthparts of Mole NP 1/2

Striped Kingfisher Halcyon c. chelicuti
1 Mole NP 1/2

Blue-breasted KingfisherHalcyon malimbica forbesi
1+ 2 Ankasa 27-28/1,1 + 2 + 2 in Mole NP 30/7/2 1

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis
ssp.senegalensigairly common in the north, 17 seen in 4 days
ssp.fuscopileud~airly common in the south, 21 seen in 6 days

African Pygmy Kingfisher Ispidina picta ferrugineus
2 Shai hills 23/1

White-bellied Kingfisher Corythornis leucogaster bowdleri
1 + 2 Ankasa 27-28/1

Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus galerita
3 Brenu beach road 28/1, 1 + 2 + 4 Mole NP 30/12- 1

Shining-blue Kingfisher Alcedo g. quadribrachys
2 Ankasa 28/1

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle r. rudis
Almost 30 Sakumono lagoon 23/1 (16 sitting in oradltree!), 10 Abrafu -
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Nsuta 26/1, 3-4 Cape Coast 26/1, 2 Ankobra rivét,2Z Brenu beach road 28/1

and 1 near Bonkro 29/1

Blue-headed Bee-eateMerops muelleri mentalis
6 beautiful, hawking bee-eaters in Atewa hills 4/2
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Black Bee-eaterMerops g. gularis
4 Antwikwaa 25/1, 4 + 2 Nsuta forest 26-27/1

Little Bee-eater Merops p. pusillus
16 seen in 9 days, both in the south and north

Red-throated Bee-eateiMerops b. bulocki
Common Mole NP 30/1 - 1/2 colonies with >100 inekrs

White-throated Bee-eaterMerops albicollis
Seen 8 days, one flock in Ankasa >70

European Bee-eateiMerops apiaster
10 Shai hills 23/1, 1 near Bonkro 29/1 and 4 Mok N2

Rosy Bee-eateMerops malimbicus
6 Kakum 24/1, 5 Antwikwaa 25/1, 40+ in one tree &hbrforest 26/1 and 4
Nsuta forest 27/1

Northern Carmine Bee-eaterMerops nubicus
2 + 2 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Purple Roller Coracias n. naeviugRufous-crowned Roller)
1 Mole NP 1/2 and 1 N Kintampo 2/2

Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinicus
6 + 10 + 4 + 1 Mole NP and vicinities 30/1 — 2/2

The strikingly beautiful Blue-bellied Roller, N kampo 2/2

Blue-bellied Roller Coracias cyanogaster
3 Shai hills 23/1 and 3 between Fufulsu junctiod Emtampo 2/2

Blue-throated Roller Eurystomus g. gularis
13 seen in 5 days, Kakum, Abrafu, Nsuta, AnkasaBaidri
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Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus afer
1 Accra at our first hotel 23/1, 3 Mole NP 1/2 dnHetween Bobiri and Atewa
3/2

Forest Wood HoopoePhoeniculus c. castaneiceps
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Bobiri 3/2 and 1 Atewa hills 4/2

White-headed Wood Hoopodhoeniculus b. bollei
2 Kakum NP 24/1

Green Wood HoopoePhoeniculus purpureus guineensis
6 + 8 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Black Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus a. aterrimus
2 + 1 Mole NP 30/1 and 1/2

Abyssinian Ground Hornbill Bucorvus abyssinicus
3 Mole NP 31/1

African Pied Hornbill Tockus fasciatus semifasciatus
Common in the south, seen 7 days

African Grey Hornbill Tockus n. nasutus
1 Shai hills 23/1, 10 + 34 + 20 in Mole NP 30/2/2 and a few seen Mole-
Kumasi 2/2 and also Bobiri-Atewa 3/2

The Red-billed Hornbill in nrhern parts of Molé>N81/1

Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus
2 Mole NP 31/1 and 3 Mole-Kintampo 2/2

Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill Tockus camurus
1 heard Nsuta forest 26/1, 1 Ankasa 27/1 and 1we#nn Bobiri 3/2

White-crested Hornbill Tropicranus albocristatus macrourus
1 heard Kakum NP 24/1, also Abrafu forest 25/1 ldadta forest 26/1. 3 seen
Nsuta forest 27/1 and again 3 seen in Bobiri 3/2
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Piping Hornbill Bycanistes f. fistulator
20 seen Nsuta forest 26/1 and 40 in the same f2rést

Brown-cheeked Hornbill Bycanistes cylindricus
3 seen Abrafu forest 25/1 and 1 there again 26/1

Black-casqued Wattled Hornbill Ceratogymna atrata
3 Kakum NP in the evening twilight 24/1

Yellow-billed Barbet Trachyphonus purpuratus
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 1 heatel\va hills 4/2

Bristle-nosed BarbetGymnobucco peli
3 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Aboabo 29vd 2 Bobiri 3/2

Naked-faced BarbetGymnobucco c. calvus
2 Abrafu forest 25/1, 7 + 10 Nsuta forest 26-27/1

Speckled Tinkerbird Pogoniulus s. scolopaceus
4 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 2 Aboaba 2

Red-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus atroflavus
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 1 Aboabd124 Bobiri 3/2 and 1
Atewa range 4/2

Yellow-throated Tinkerbird Pogoniulus subsulphureus chrysopygus
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Aboabo 29/1, 1 Mole NP 31/1,0bi# 3/2 and 1 Atewa
range 4/2

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus c. chrysoconus
2 Shai hills 23/1, 1 + 1 + 2 Mole NP 31/1 - 2/2

Yellow-spotted BarbetBuccanodon duchaillui
4 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 1 Atewa rafe

Hairy-breasted Barbet Tricholaema hirsuta
Heard Abrafu forest 25/1, 1 seen Ankasa 27/1, 1albd®9/1 and 1 Bobiri 3/2
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A pair of Vieillot's Barbets, Brenu beach road 28/1

Vieillot's Barbet Lybius vieilloti rubescens
1 Shai hills 23/1, 2 Brenu beach road 28/1 andelWwatfarmlands 4/2

Double-toothed BarbetLybius b. bidentatus
2 Shai hills 23/1

Bearded BarbetLybius dubius
1 + 1 Mole NP 30/1 and 1/2

Least Honeyguidelndicator e. exilis
1 heard and 1 seen in Bobiri 3/2

Thick-billed Honeyguide Indicator conirostris ussheri
1 Antwikwaa 25/1

Lesser Honeyguiddndicator minor senegalensis
1 Mole river 1/2

Greater Honeyguidelndicator indicator
3 Mole river and NP 1/2

Little Green Woodpecker Campethera maculosa
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 2 Nsuta foR331

Buff-spotted WoodpeckerCampethera n. nivosa
1 Shai hills 23/1, 2 Aboabo 29/1, 2 Mole NP 31/&l &nAtewa range 4/2

Brown-eared WoodpeckerCampethera caroli arizela
1 Abrafu forest 26/1

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens lafresnayi
1 Mole NP 31/1
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Melancholy WoodpeckerDendropicos lugubrigGabon Woodpecker)
2 Abrafu forest 26/1, 1 Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Ank284 and 1 Bobiri 3/2

Fire-bellied WoodpeckerDendropicos pyrrhogaster
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 heard Abraiftebt 26/1, 2 at nightfall
in a big tree in Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Aboabo 29/d & Atewa range 4/2

African Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos g. goertae
1+3+2+1Mole NP 30/1-2/2

Brown-backed WoodpeckerDendropicos 0. obsoletus
2 Mole NP 31/1

Rufous-sided Broadbill Smithornis r. rufolateralis
1 heard Antwikwaa 25/1 and a couple displaying Asaka8/1

West African Batis Batis occulta(Bioko Batis, Fernando Po Batis)
1 Aboabo 29/1

Senegal BatiBatis senegalensis
2 Shai hills 23/1 and 1 Mole NP 1/2

Red-cheeked Wattle-ey®yaphorophyia blissetti
1 Abrafu forest 26/1

Chestnut Wattle-eyeDyaphorophyia castanea hormophora
20 seen in 6 days (Kakum, Antwikwaa, Nsuta for&ekasa, Aboabo, Bonkro,
Atewa farmlands and range

Brown-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira c. cyane@Common Wattle-eye)
2 Shai hills 23/1 and 2 Mole NP 31/1

Sabine's PuffbackDryoscopus s. sabini
2 Kakum NP 24/1

Northern Puffback Dryoscopus g. gambensis
4 Shai hills 23/1, 1 Mole NP 2/2 and 3 Atewa famada 3/2

Sooty BoubouLaniarius leucorhynchus
1 Abrafu forest 26/1

Many-coloured BushshrikeMalaconotus m. multicolor
1 seen and heard Atewa range 4/2
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Singing Brubru in Mole NP 1/2

Brubru Nilaus a. afer
2 singing Mole NP 1/2

Marsh Tchagra Bocagia minuta
3 Brenu beach road 28/1

Black-crowned TchagraTchagra s. senegalus
1 Shai hills 23/1 and 4 Mole NP 31/1

Yellow-crowned GonolekLaniarius b. barbarugCommon Gonolek)
Heard Winneba Plains 23/1, 2 seen Brenu beach2®4dd 2 + 3 + 1 seen Mole
NP 31/1-2/2

White-crested HelmetshrikePrionops p. plumatus
3 Shai hills 23/1 and 6 Mole NP 2/2

Red-billed Helmetshrike Prionops c. caniceps
4 Abrafu forest 26/1, heard Bonkro 29/1, and 4 abig 3/2

Black-and-white FlycatcherBias m. musicus
1 Abrafu forest 26/1 and 2 Bobiri 3/2

Blue CuckooshrikeCoracina azurea
1 Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Bonkro 29/1 and 1 Bobiri 3/2

Purple-throated Cuckooshrike Campephaga g. quiscalina
2 Bobiri forest 3/2

Yellow-billed Shrike Corvinella corvina
A flock of 9 Shai hills 23/1

Common FiscalLanius collaris smithii
Seen 7 days (totally ¢ 100), mainly drier areaS-@ parts. During long bus
drives we competed between the sides of the bushvelould see more Fiscals.
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African Golden Oriole Oriolus a. auratus
3+2+5+ 4 Mole NP 30/1 - 2/2

Western Oriole Oriolus b. brachyrhynchu@/Nestern Black-headed Oriole)
1 Kakum 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 3-5 Abrafu fore6t?, 1 Nsuta forest 27/1
and 1 Atewa range 4/2
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A Black-winged Oriole in Kakum NP 24/1

Black-winged Oriole Oriolus nigripennis
15 seen and/or heard in 7 days (Kakum, AntwikwdaahAl, Nsuta, Ankasa,
Aboabo and Bobiri)

Square-tailed DrongoDicrurus ludwigii sharpei
4 Mole river 1/2

Shining Drongo Dicrurus atripennis
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 2 Ankasa 28/1 and 1 Atewa ran@e 4

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis divaricatus
4 + 10 + 3 Mole NP 31/1 — 2/2

Velvet-mantled DrongoDicrurus coracinus atactus
Seen 8 days in southern, wet forest

Blue-headed Crested Flycatchemrochocercus nitens reichenowi
1 Ankasa 28/1 and 3 Bonkro 29/1

Red-bellied Paradise-flycatcherTerpsiphone rufiventer nigriceps
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Nsuta fore®t12 2 Bobiri forest 3/2
and 2 Atewa range 4/2
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African Paradise FlycatcherTerpsiphone viridis ferreti
1 Mole NP 31/1

African Blue Flycatcher Elminia I. longicauda
2 Mole river 1/2

Chestnut-capped FlycatchetErythrocercus mccallii nigeriae
5 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 1 BolRti 3

Piapiac Ptilostomus afer
2 Shai hills 23/1

Pied Crow Corvus albus
Very common, in great numbers esp. in the souten &4 days

Yellow-headed PicathartedPicathartes gymnocephal¥/hite-necked
Picathartes)
1 at the nestsite N Kakum NP 29/1, seen well and fong while

Dusky Tit Parus f. funereus
2 Bobiri forest 3/2

White-shouldered Black Tit Parus guineensis
2 Shai hills 23/1 and 2 + 2 Mole NP 1 — 2/2

Tit-Hylia Pholidornis rushiae ussheri
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 6 Nsuta forest 26/1 and 2 Aboaha 2

Forest Penduline TitAnthoscopus flavifrons waldroni
6 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 2 Aboabo 29/1

Square-tailed Saw-wingPsalidoprocne n. nitens
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 abrafu forest 26/1, 1 Nsutadb?g/1 and 3 Ankasa 28/1

Fanti Saw-wing Psalidoprocne obscura
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 1 Bobiridst 3/2 and 2 Atewa range
4/2

House Martin Delichon u. urbica
1 Mole NP 30/1

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Common, seen 12 days

Ethiopian Swallow Hirundo a. aethiopica
3 shai hills 23/1, 2 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 1 Atewa 4/2

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo s. smithii
5+5+ 1 Mole NP 31/1 - 2/2
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White-bibbed Swallow Hirundo nigrita (White-throated Blue Swallow)
2 Pra river in Twifo Praso 25/1 and 4 (breedingarrttie bridge) Ankobra river
27/1

Lesser Striped SwallowCecropis abyssinica puella
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 5 Nsuta forest 26/1, 3 near AniZxga and 10 Aboabo-
Bonkro 29/1

Mosque SwallowCecropis senegalensis
Ssp.senegalensi& Mole NP 30/1 and near Fufulsu junction 2/2
Ssp.saturatiorl Ankasa 28/1

Preuss's Cliff SwallowPetrochelidon preussi
Ca 20 seen breeding in a culvert W of Kakum 2540, ih one flock Brenu
beach road 28/1 and a few W Aboabo 29/1

Sun Lark Galerida m. modesta
10 Mole NP 31/1

Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea buckleyi
1 Winneba Plains 23/1 ?

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflavamelanorhyncha
2 Shai hills 23/1, 3 Antwikwaa 25/1 and at leagthtafu 26/1

Red-winged Warbler Heliolais e. erythropterus
2 Winneba Plains 23/1

Red-faced CisticolaCisticola e. erythrops
1 at Rainforest Lodge 24/1, 1 Atewa farmlands 3/2

Singing CisticolaCisticola cantans swanzii
1 Brenu beach road 28/1

Rufous CisticolaCisticola rufus
2 Mole NP 31/1

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis
1 Winneba Plains 23/1

Whistling Cisticola Cisticola I. lateralis
3 Nsuta forest 26/1 and 1 Atewa farmlands 3/2

Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis strangei
1 Winneba Plains 23/1 and 2 Brenu beach road 28/1

Short-winged CisticolaCisticola b.brachypteruéSiffling Cisticola)
1 Shai hills 23/1
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Oriole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps
1 heard Brenu beach road 28/1 and 1 seen wellvaterhole Mole NP 31/1

Yellow-breasted ApalisApalis flavida caniceps
2 Mole NP 31/1

Black-capped ApalisApalis n. nigriceps
2 Ankasa 28/1 and 5 Atewa range 4/2

Sharpe’s Apalis in Kakum NP 24/1

Sharpe's ApalisApalis sharpii
1 Kakum NP 24/1 heard Ankasa and 1 Atewa range 4/2

Grey-backed CamaropteraCamaroptera brevicaudata tincta
4 Shai hills 23/1, 1 Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Ankasd. 28 + 1 Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2

Yellow-browed CamaropteraCamaroptera superciliaris
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Aboabo 29/1, 1 Bobiri forest &Ml 1 Atewa range 4/2

Olive-green CamaropteraCamaroptera chloronota kelsalli
1 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 1 Atewa range 4/2

Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus inornatus
Very common, seen every day and everywhere!

Little Grey Greenbul Andropadus gracilis extremus
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Nsuta forest 26/1, 1 Bonkrol22 Bobiri forest 3/2 and 2
Atewa range 4/2

Ansorge's GreenbulAndropadus a. ansorgei
2 Kakum NP 24/1

Plain Greenbul Andropadus curvirostrieoninus(Cameroon Sombre Greenbul)
1 Antwikwaa 25/1
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Slender-billed GreenbulAndropadus g. gracilirostris
4 Kakum NP 24/1, 4 Antwikwaa 25/1, 4 Nsuta forestl2 2 Ankasa 28/1 and 5
Aboabo 29/1

Yellow-whiskered GreenbulAndropadus latirostris congener
1 Kakum NP 24/1 and 1 Atewa range 4/2

Little Greenbul Andropadus virens erythropterus
Over 30 seen in 6 days in the southern forests

Golden GreenbulCalyptocichla serina
1 Ankasa 27/1

Honeyguide GreenbulBaeopogon indicator leucurus
3 Kakum NP 24/1, Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Ankasa 2B/Aboabo 29/1 and 1
Bobiri forest 3/2

Yellow-throated Greenbul Chlorocichla f. flavicollis(Yellow-throated
Leaflove)
3 Mole NP 1/2

Simple GreenbulChlorocichla simpleXSimple Leaflove)
1 Shai hills 23/1, 2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 4 Abrafu far@6/1 Aboabo 29/1 and 2
Atewa farmlands

Swamp Palm BulbulThescelocichla leucopleura
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 4 Nsutaeftr27/1, 4 Aboabo 29/1 and
1 Bobiri forest 3/2

Icterine Greenbul Phyllastrephus icterinus
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 4 Antwikwaa 25/1, 2 Ankasa 28/d arAtewa range 4/2

White-throated Greenbul Phyllastrephus a. albigularis
1 Kakum NP 24/1 and 1 Bobiri 3/2

Red-tailed Bristlebill Bleda s. syndactylus
1 Kakum NP 24/1 and 1 Ankasa 28/1

Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda c. canicapillus
1 Abrafu forest 26/1

Western Bearded GreenbulCriniger b. barbatus
1 Ankasa NP 28/1

Red-tailed GreenbulCriniger calurus verreauxi
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 3 Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Ankasdl2&/Aboabo 29/1 and 1
Atewa range 4/2
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Yellow-bearded GreenbulCriniger olivaceus
1 Ankasa 28/1

Western Nicator Nicator chloris
1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 1 Aboabo 29/1 and 2 Atewayea#/2

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina
1 Mole NP 31/1

Kemp's Longbill Macrosphenus k. kempi
1 Aboabo 29/1

Grey Longbill Macrosphenus c. concolor
4 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forgéf1 and 1 heard Ankasa
28/1

Violet-backed Hyliota Hyliota violacea nehrkorni
2 Kakum NP 24/1 and 2 Nsuta forest 27/1

Green Hylia Hylia p. prasina
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Aboabo 29/ &rAtewa range 4/2

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
2 Shai hills 23/1 and 1 Mole NP 31/1

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Mole NP 31/1, 1 Bobiri fores2 8hd 1 Atewa range 4/2

Garden Warbler Sylvia b. borin
1 Shai hills 23/1, 2 + 1 Mole NP 31/1 — 2/2, 1 Agefarmlands 3/2 and 1 Atewa
range 4/2

Senegal Eremomeld&remomela pusilla
2 Shai hills 23/1 and 10 + 7 + 2 Mole NP 31/1 - 2/2

Rufous-crowned EremomelaEremomela badiceps fantiensis
5 Kakum NP 24/1

Moustached Grass WarblerMelocichla m. mentalis
1 Mole NP 31/1

Green CrombecSylvietta virens flaviventris
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 2 Abrafu forest 26/1, 2 Nsutaeftr27/1, 2 Bobiri forest 3/2
and 2 Atewa range 4/2

Lemon-bellied CrombecSylvietta denti hardyi
2 Kakum NP 24/1

Northern Crombec Sylvietta b. brachyura
2 Shai hills 23/1



Blackcap llladopsisllladopsis c. cleaveri
1 heard Atewa range 4/2

Puvel's llladopsisllladopsis p. puveli
2 Abrafu forest 26/1

Pale-breasted llladopsidlladopsis rufipenniextrema
1 Ankasa 28/1

Brown llladopsis llladopsis fulvescens gularis
1 Aboabo 29/1

Blackcap Babbler Turdoides reinwardtii stictilaema
2 Shai hills 23/1 and 4 + 4 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Brown Babbler Turdoides plebejus platycirca
4 + 3 Mole NP 30/1 - 1/2

African Yellow White-eye Zosterops s. senegalensis
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 4 Mole NP 1/2, 7 Bobiri foresR3nd 3 Atewa range 4/2

Splendid Starling Lamprotornis splendidus chrysonotis
Seen 11 days in the south often 20-40 per day

Purple Starling Lamprotornis p. purpureus
2 Mole NP 1/2 and 30+ between Fufulsu junction Emdampo 2/2

€
Long-tailed Glossy Starling just outside the Mol A2

Long-tailed Glossy StarlingLamprotornis caudatus
3 + 5 Mole NP and just outside 31/1 and 2/2
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Copper-tailed Starling Hylopsar cupreocauda
18 seen in 6 days (Kakum, Antwikwaa, Abrafu, Nsakasa and Aboabo)

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus I. leucogaster
2 Abrafu forest 26/1

Chestnut-winged StarlingOnychognathus h. hartlauhjiForest Chestnut-
winged Starling)

20 Kakum NP 24/1, 5 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Nsuta fo#aftl, 2 Aboabo 29/1 and
1 Atewa range 4/2

Finsch's Rufous ThrushStizorhina finsch{Finsch's Flycatcher-Thrush)
Heard Kakum NP 24/1 and Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 seen Abdz0/1 and 2 heard
Atewa range 4/2

African Thrush Turdus pelios
Ssp.saturatusl Shai hills 23/1
Ssp.chiguancoide? Mole NP 31/1

White-tailed Alethe Alethe diadematéFire-crested Alethe)
2 Antwikwaa 25/1

White-tailed Rufous Thrush Neocossyphus p. poeng§&hite-tailed Ant-
thrush)
1 Ankasa 28/1 and 1 Atewa range 4/2

Mocking CIliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris coronata
3 Shai hills 23/1

Western Forest RobinStiphrornis erythrothoraxForest Robin)
1 heard Ankasa 28/1

Blue-shouldered Robin-ChatCossypha c. cyanocampter
3 Abrafu forest 26/1, seen well by half the group

Snowy-crowned Robin-ChatCossypha n. niveicapilla
4 Shai hills 23/1 and 2 Mole NP 31/1

White-crowned Robin-Chat Cossypha albicapillus giffardi
4 Mole river 1/2

Forest Scrub RobinCercotrichas I. leucosticta
2 Atewa range 4/2

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
2 Winneba Plains 23/1

White-fronted Black Chat Pentholaea albifrons frontalis
1 pair Mole NP 31/1
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Fraser's Forest FlycatcherFraseria ocreata prosphorus
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 2 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 1 Aboagd

Northern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis e. edolioides
2 Shai hills 23/1 1 + 2 + 2 + 1 Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

Pale FlycatcherBradornis pallidus modestus
3 Abrafu forest 26/1 and 2 + 6 Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2

Spotted FlycatcherMuscicapa striata
22 seen in 5 days (Shai hills, Brenu beach roade M® and Atewa farmlands)

Swamp FlycatcherMuscicapa a. aquatica
2 Mole NP 31/1

Cassin's FlycatcherMuscicapa cassini
1 Ankasa 28/1

Little Grey Flycatcher Muscicapa epulata
1 Atewa range 4/2

Dusky-blue FlycatcherMuscicapa comitata aximensis
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 4 Nsutaefir27/1, 1 Ankasa 28/1 and
4 Bobiri forest 3/2

Tessmann’s FlyctachefMuscicapa tessmanni
1 Ankasa 28/1 and 3 Aboabo 29/1

Gambaga FlycatcherMuscicapa gambagae
1 at close range at the Mole Hotel lookout 31/1

Ussher's FlycatcherMuscicapa ussheri
4 Kakum NP 24/1, 15 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 5 Abdza

Grey-throated Tit-Flycatcher Myioparus griseigularis pareli{Grey-throated
Flycatcher)
Heard Nsuta forest 27/1, 4 Bobiri forest 3/2 arstéwa range 4/2

Grey Tit-Flycatcher Myioparus p. plumbeud.ead-coloured Flycatcher)
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 + 1 Mole NP 30 — 31/1 and 4 Ateange 4/2

European Pied FlycatcherFicedula hypoleuca
5 Shai hills 23/1 and 2 + 6 + 5 Mole NP 30/1 — 1/2

Fraser’s Sunbird Deleornis fraseri idius
2 Kakum NP 24/1, 3 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 4 Atewa radfie

Mangrove Sunbird Anthreptes gabonicu®rown Sunbird)
2 Ankobra river 27/1
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Little Green Sunbird Anthreptes seimundi kruensis
10 Kakum NP 24/1 and 1 Bonkro 29/1

Grey-chinned Sunbird Anthreptes r. rectirostrigGreen Sunbird)
3 Kakum NP 24/1 and 2 Antwikwaa 25/1

Collared Sunbird Anthodiaeta collaris subcollaris
Seen 7 days in southern forests

Pygmy Sunbird Anthodiaeta platura
2+ 4+ 2 Mole NP 31/1 — 2/2

Variable Sunbird Cinnyris v. venustus
2 Mole NP 31/1

Reichenbach's SunbirdAnabathmis reichenbachii
3 Ankobra river 27/1

Green-headed SunbirdCyanomitra v. verticalis
2 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 3 Ankasa 28/1

Blue-throated Brown Sunbird Cyanomitra cyanolaema magnirostrata
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 4 Abrafu forest 26/1, 4 Nsutaeftr27/1, 2 Ankasa 28/1 and
3 Aboabo 29/1

Western Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra obscur&Olive Sunbird)
1 Kakum NP 24/1, >4 Antwikwaa 25/1, 4 Abrafu forgséil, 3 Aboabo 29/1 and
1 Bobiri forest 3/2

Buff-throated Sunbird Chalcomitra a. adelberti
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 1 Bobiri &ir8/2

Carmelite Sunbird Chalcomitra fuliginosa aurea
3 Half Assini 27/1

Scarlet-chested SunbirdChalcomitra s. senegalensis
10 + 2 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Olive-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris c. chloropygius
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 3 Abrafu forest 26/1 and 2 Atefaamlands 3/2

Tiny Sunbird Cinnyris m. minullus
2 Nsuta forest 27/1, 3 Ankasa 28/1, 5 Aboabo 28d.4Bobiri forest 3/2

Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris p. pulchellus
1+ 2+ 5 Mole NP 30/1 -1/2

Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigaster
>1 Shai hills 23/1, 1 near Nsuta forest 27/1, 3nBrbeach road 28/1 and 1 + 1
Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2
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Johanna's Sunbird Cinnyris johannae fasciatus
1 Kakum NP 24/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forgétl, 1 Nsuta forest 27/1,
2 Ankasa 28/1, 2 Aboabo 29/1 and 1 Atewa farml&ids

Superb Sunbird Cinnyris superbus ashantiensis
2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 1 Nsutaeftr27/1, 5 Aboabo 29/1 and
2 Bobiri forest 3/2

Bates’ Sunbird Cinnyris batesi
3 Aboabo 29/1

Copper Sunbird Cinnyris c. cupreus
1 Shai hills 23/1, 2 Ankasa 28/1 and 1 Mole NP 1/2

Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-WeaverPlocepasser superciliosus
2 +>25+ 3 Mole NP 31/1 - 2/2

Northern Grey-headed SparrowPasser g. griseus
Seen 12 days in small numbers

Bush PetroniaGymnoris dentata
Fairly common Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons capitalb@rosbeak Weaver)
3 Kakum NP 24/1, 4 Abrafu forest 26/1 and 3 Atewsarflands 3/2

Little Weaver Ploceus |. luteolus
1 Mole NP 31/1

Black-necked WeaverPloceus nigricollis brachypterus
>30 seen 6 days in the south

Orange WeaverPloceus a. aurantius
At least 8 in small colony near Half Assini 27/hdaanother 8 near river estuary
W Sekondi.

Village WeaverPloceus c. cucullatus
Fairly common seen 7 days in most parts visited
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Vieillot's Black Weaver Ploceus nigerrimus castaneofuscus
Seen 7 days in the south

Yellow-mantled WeaverPloceus t. tricolor
10 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Antwikwaa 25/1, 3 Nsuta foi&atl, 2 Aboabo 29/1
10+ Bobiri

Maxwell's Black Weaver Ploceus a. albinucha
2 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 6 Atewa range 4/2

Preuss's WeavelPloceus preusgiGolden-backed Weaver)
2 Antwikwaa 25/1

Compact WeaverPachyphantes superciliosus
5 Atewa farmlands 3/2

Red-vented MalimbeMalimbus s. scutatus
4 Abrafu forest 26/1, 3 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 5 &mw29/1

Blue-billed Malimbe Malimbus nitengGrey’s Malimbe)
6 Nsuta forest 27/1 and 4 Ankasa 28/1

Red-headed MalimbeMalimbus rubricollis bartletti
6 seen Kakum NP 24/1, 4 Antwikwaa 25/1, at ledstdta forest 27/1, 2 Bobiri
forest 3/2 and 1 Atewa range 4/2

Crested Malimbe Malimbus malimbicus nigrifrons
1 Abrafu forest 25/1 and 1 Atewa range 4/2

Red-headed WeaveAnaplectes rubriceps leuconotos
2 Mole river 1/2
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Red-headed Quele®uelea erythrops
Large flocks in Mole NP 31/1 — 2/2, more than 100®

Black-winged Red BishopEuplectes h. hordeaceus
1 Abrafu forest 26/1 and 2 Atewa farmlands 3/2

Northern Red Bishop Euplectes f. franciscanus
34 Mole NP 31/1

Yellow-mantled Widowbird Euplectes m. macroura
20 Winneba Plains 23/1, 1 Abrafu forest 26/1 arBténu beach road 28/1

White-breasted Nigrita Nigrita fusconotus uropygiali@/Vhite-breasted
Negrofinch)

4 Kakum NP 24/1, 2 Abrafu forest 25/1, 1 Nsuta $0&7/1 and 2 Atewa range
4/2

Chestnut-breasted NigritaNigrita b. bicolor (Chestnut-breasted Negrofinch)
1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 4 Ankasa 28/1, 1 Aboabo 29/1 Artewa farmland 3/2

Grey-headed NigritaNigrita canicapillus emiliagGrey-headed Negrofinch)
Seen 8 days, totally 24 ind. All in southern fosdstishlands

Red-winged PytiliaPytilia p. pphoenicoptera
>10 + 3 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Black-bellied SeedcrackelPyrenestes ostrinus rothschildi
1 Antwikwaa 25/1

Western Bluebill Spermophaga h. haematina
1 Antwikwaa 25/1 and 1 Abrafu forest 26/1

Bar-breasted Firefinch Lagonosticta r. rufopicta
6 Brenu beach road 28/1, 4 + 2 Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta s. senegala
6 Mole NP 31/1

African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricate poionot@lue-billed Firefinch)
2 Abrafu forest 26/1

Black-throated Firefinch Lagonosticta larvata togoens{Black-faced
Firefinch)
2 Mole NP 1/2

Red-cheeked Cordon-blewraeginthus b. bengalus
3 +4 + 20 Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2, best viewed closkltbe Hotel, breeding in
bushes close to the pool and foraging near theolaiok
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Lavender Waxbill Estrilda caerulescens
3 of this sublimely coloured species Mole NP 31/1

Orange-cheeked WaxbillEstrilda m. melpoda
6 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 6 + 6 Maole 31/1 — 1/2 and >20
Atewa farmland 4/2

Bronze Mannikin Spermestes c. cucullata
Seen 10 days, in hundreds in Atewa farmlands 2— 4/

Black-and-white Mannikin Spermestes b. bicolor
Seen 6 days in the south, often as many or moreBhanze Mannikins

Wilson’s Indigobird Vidua wilsoni
2 (one pair) Mole NP 31/1

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura
>10 Abrafu forest 26/1 and >20 Mole NP 31/1

Exclamatory Paradise WhydahVidua interjecta
4 males Mole NP 31/1 + several females this or spgties

Togo Paradaise WhydahVvidua togoensis
2 males Mole NP 31/1

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus
1in N part of Mole NP 31/1

Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys zenkeri
2 Winneba Plains 23/1 and 4 Brenu beach road 28/1

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus
2 Winneba Plians 23/1

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp vidua
Seen 8 days, in total 14 ind.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
3 Sakumono lagoon 23/1, 1 Antwikwaa 25/1, 1 Abrfahest 26/1, 4 Brenu
beach road 28/1 and 1 Atewa farmland 4/2

Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus caniceps
7+ 12+ 1 Mole NP 31/1 - 2/2

Cinnamon-breasted BuntingEmberiza tahapisi goslingi
1 Mole NP 31/1
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Mammal List Ghana 2012-01-23 — 02-04

The taxonomy follows Don E. Wilson & DeeAnn M. Reededitors). 2005.
Mammal Species of the World. A Taxonomic and Geplgi@Reference (3rd
ed), Johns Hopkins University Press. Accessed at
http://www.bucknell.edu/mswa3/.

Western Tree Hyrax Dendrohyrax dorsalis
Heard Kakum NP 24/1, Abrafu forest 25/1, Nsutag$o&6/1 and Ankasa 27/1

Bush ElephantLoxodonta a. africana
10 + 6 seen at close range (22 meters) in Mole NP-31/2, 4 old bulls and 2
calves

Forest ElephantLoxodonta africana cyclotus
Tracks from this tiny elephant seen in Ankasa NP 28/1

Prince Demidoff's BushbabyGalago demidoff
Heard Kakum NP 24/1, Abrafu forest 25/1, Nsutago&6/1, 1 seen 3 heard
Ankasa 27/1

Senegal Galagdsalago senegalensis
1 seen in bushes in N Mole NP 1/2

Lowe’s Mona Monkey Cercopithecus lowei
Heard Kakum NP 24/1 and Ankasa 27/1

Lesser Spot-nosed Monkeercopithecus petaurista
3-5 Shai hills 23/1 and >1 Kakum NP 24/1

Xty

i
Green Monkey in Mole NP 31/1
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Green (Callithrix) Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus
6-8 Shai hills 23/1 and 10 + 10 + 5 Mole NP 31//2

Patas MonkeyErythrocebus patas
>50 Mole NP 1/2, travelling through the bushlantiigh speed

Olive BaboonPapio anubis
3 Shai hills 23/1 and 50-100 Mole NP 31/1 — 1/2

Olive ColobusProcolobus verus
Heard Kakum NP 24/1

Striped Ground Squirrel Euxeres erythropus
1 Abrafu forest 26/1, 1 female and two young crog$he Brenu beach road
27/1 and 1 + 2 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Kintampo Rope Squirrel Funisciururs substriatus
1 Mole NP 1/2

Fire-footed Rope SquirrelFunisciurus pyrropus
Heard Antwikwaa 25/1, >1 Nsuta forest 27/1, 1 Atdaranland 3/2 and 6
Atewa range 4/2

Red-legged Sun SquirreHeliosciurus rufobrachium
1 Antwikwaa 25/1

Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciururs gambianus
2 seen Abrafu forest 25/1

Green Bush SquirrelParaxerus poensis
Heard Abrafu forest 26/1, Nsuta forest 27/1 anddnsAnkasa 28/1

Forest Giant Squirrel Protoxerus stangeri
1 heard Kakum NP 24/1 and 1 seen Abrafu forest 25/1

Pel's Anomalure Anomalururs peli
1 sitting still in a high tree Abrafu forest 25/1

Greater Cane RatThryonomys swinderianyMarsh Cane Rat)
1 Mole airstrip 31/1

Straw-coloured Fruit Bat Eidolon helvum
1 at Mole Hotel 30/1

Hammer Bat Hypsignathus monstrosus
This big bat was seen 1 in Nsuta forest 26/1 aAdkasa 27/1

Slender MongooseHerpestes sanguinae
1 Ankasa 28/1
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Common CusimanseCrossarchus obscurus
1 uncertain Abrafu forest 26/1 and 4 along the pddwa range 4/2

Spotted HyaenaCrocuta crocuta
Heard over the Savannah at night 1/2

Blotched GenetGenetta tigrina
Seen fairly well in dense trees in Mole NP 3-5 3l 1 1/2, while looking for
Pel's Fishing Owl without success

Leopard Panthera pardus
The discovery of it described in the diary, seeweay close range 31/1. One of
the highlights of the trip!

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus
8 + 50 + >50 + 10 Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

=23 ,

Bushbuck with huge ears Mole NP 30/1

Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus
4 + 15+ 15 + 5 Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

Maxwell’'s Duiker Cephalophus maxwelli
1 heard Kakum 24/1 and 1 seen Ankasa 27/1

Roan AntelopeHippotragus equinus
1+ 14 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus
7 +1 Mole NP 31/1 - 1/2

Kob Kobus kob
>10 + 100 + >50 + 50 Mole NP 30/1 - 2/2
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A ae kob guarding his territry in Mole NP 31/1

Reptile List Ghana 2012-01-23 — 02-04

Dwarf Crocodile Osteolaemus tetraspis
At least 4 Ankasa 27 — 28/1

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus
Between 5 and 25 seen in Mole NP 30/1 — 2/2

Gaboon Viper Bitis gabonica
1 juvenile on the track from the canopy boardwalkkakum NP 24/1

Puffadder Bitis arietans
One big specimen slowly crawling over the trackightfall 1/2, in Mole NP

A Nile Crocodile waiting for prey, Mole NP 31/1



66(69)

Where we watched birds in Ghana 2012
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Shai Hills Production Reserve Easily accessible reserve close to Accra.
Lying on the main road NE of the capital, it cotsisf dry areas in the
Dahomey Gap, and contains some hills, with densalands below.
Around these bushes, the land is usually burrtiendry season, and few
trees surround the reserve. The open areas proapices, wildfowl,

rollers etc., while the bushlands hold lots of pas®s, and monkeys live
in the hillsides.

Sakumono Lagoon Squeezed in between Accra and the bustling gort o
Tema, the lagoon is very good for watching wintgnvaders, storks,
herons and more. The road is a good vantage mooudrlook the site.

Winneba Plains An area of dry coastal plains, with scatterechkessand
burnt grasslands. We did not have a lot of timihearea, so the result
wasn’t impressive, but some species like Senegalvlray. Yellow-
throated Longclaw and Yellow-crowned Gonolek am@pbly always
possible to see.

Kakum Canopy Walk. A tremendous experience to walk almost 40
meters up in the very productive secondary rairsfooé Kakum. After a
short walk through the forest you enter the boatklywehich travels
between the ground and six big trees, with plat®anmost of these.
You can easily stand 4-6 birdwatchers with camaraka couple of
scopes and enjoy the birdlife in the canopy andweMake sure you get
the possibility to climb it at dawn and dusk, wittore birds and less
other people. You will see lots of raptors, horishibee-eaters, barbets,
apalis and greenbuls.

Antwikwaa. This spot of secondary forest, with a few hugedrleft in
an otherwise cultivated part outside the Kakum &p, produce several
memorable sightings. Black Bee-eaters are alonesstioly seen, and
raptors, hornbill, cuckoos and small finches abaahd

Praa river. At the small town of Twifo Praso, the Praa riiecrossed
by a bridge. It presents good opportunities toteeatherwise difficult
Rock Pratincole well, and can also show White-ttedd&lue Swallows.

Abrafu forest. Further south, but still on the western vergéhef
Kakum national park, the Abrafu forest also hodsg&sof birds, among
them hornbills, e.g. Brown-cheeked, as well as tjagh and bee-eaters.
A couple of tricky skulking birds were the highliglof our visit, the
marvelous imitator, the Blue-shouldered Robin-@rat the ground-
dwelling Puvel’s llladopsis. The gravel road prasdjood vantage
points for observing the birds.

Nsuta forest Going down to the coast road, slightly to the twigen
nortwards again, navigating some terrible dirt spddere is an area with
lots of old trees still remaining, though there seto be some heavy
logging going on. There are still god populatiohsainforest species in
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the area, and we saw hornbills (Piping, White-e@sind Red-billed
Dwarf among those), Black Bee-eaters, Blue Cuckois and more.

Ankasa National Park This big national park lies close to the Ivory
Coast border, and consists of an undulating lanqmsoévirgin rainforest
— very rare lowland pristine Upper Guinean rainsbrewith ponds and
wetlands. The bird-watching was difficult in the stly dense
undergrowth, but the former road and the pondsetdegood spots for
bird-watching. Birds include Hartlaub’s Duck, CesiGuineafowl,
Ahanta Francolin, Nkulengu Rail, Dwarf Bittern, Rus-sided
Broadbill, kingfishers et cetera.

10.Brenu Beach road Between Sekondi and Cape Coast, there is a road

stretching down to Brenu Beach from the main rdduls area holds
dryland species and also has some wetlands andceatses. The birds
that can be found include Oriole Warbler, cistisplaerons, barbets and
swallows.

11.Aboabo Forest North of the Kakum NP, there is a road, alongakhi

you can find the Aboabo forest. The birding is gaaad among others
Bates’ Sunbird, Red-billed Helmetshrike, cuckood White-spotted
Flufftail can be seen. The secondary rainforesthénarea is among the
better you can see, and some parts of forest vii@sain pristine
condition.

12.Yellow-headed Picathartes nestsiteNorth of Kakum NP, one of the

few known breeding places for the Yellow-headedPiartes lies Icose
to a small village. The villagers are working agdgs, showing this
spectacular bird to people like us. Just an hoal&,vand a steep climb
up, you find a cave in which the peculiar nestthefPicathartes are
fitted to the ceiling. Following the guidelines finathe local guides, you
can with certainty get a good view of the species.

13. Mole National Park. The park, which is almost 5 000 kand the

biggest protected area in Ghana, is mainly flahn@aisavannah. This
type of savannah is often burnt, but has quite afltrees. At the park
headquarters, in the south, there is a sharp eseatmn top of which
there is a hotel with an amazing view of the p&#neath the
escarpment lies an area of waterholes and watereswith riverine
forests. The birdwatching can be spectacular, atdres, eagles and
hawks abound, and rollers, kingfishers, bee-easershirds, larks, small
finches and waxbills can be seen. Without competithe best place to
watch the savannah species, the park also boastispgpulations of
Elephants, Kob and Roan antelopes, Bushbucks, Waties and
Warthogs, with even chances of seeing Leopard éadid) and Buffalo.
There are several trails and roads in the parkaameéd guides to guide
you on these.

14.Bobiri butterfly sanctuary . A fairly small protected area of dense

secondary forest with some big trees still standilgh a bit of luck, the
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area can produce Long-tailed Hawk, hornbills, pgarnmalimbes,
honeyguides and wood-hoopoes. There is also a elwdrspotting
Narina’s Trogon and several other species alonganew trails.

15. Atewa Range and adjacent farmlandsThe steep slopes of the Atewa
range, are surrounded by variable farmland, witmgaresting mix of
species, lying on the edge of the Dahomey gap,detthe dry
savannah and the wet forest. On the top of theeyittgere is some forest
remaining, and from a vantage point to the eastgtls a trail leading up
to the top. Along this you can see cuckoos, raptmasbets, Narina’s
Trogon, Blue-headed Bee-eater and Chocolate-bd€kedisher. We
did not see one special species, the Nimba Flyetamt our tour, but it
can be seen here at its only locality in Ghana. dineb up the hill can
be fairly ardous, especially if the weather is &od humid, so lot of
water, and a slow pace is recommended.




