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Fly to Cajamarca. Rio Chonta & Abra
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Tamborapa & Jaen. Night Jaen.
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Quebrada Limon. Night Chiclayo.

Bosque de Pomac & Puerto Eten.
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Sinsicap. Camp.

Sinsicap, Cafion del Pato, Pueblo
Libre. Night Yungay.

PN Huascaran (LIanganuco). Night
Yungay.

Llanganuco, drive to coast. Night
Barranca.
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INTRODUCTION

We arranged the trip through Tropical Birding to Northern and Central Peru in order to see most

of the special birds in that region. We managed to see 54 endemics out of a total of 488 birds and
missed only a few. The itinerary included Santa Eulalia and Marcapomacocha above Lima. Then we
flew to Cajamarca and did the Northern Peru circuit. We returned overland in a small minivan. En
route we stopped at Sinsicap which is not well known, then Cordillera Blanca and finally at Lomas de
Lachay.

The scenery was magnificent and very diverse, ranging from desert at 1200 meters to elfin forest
at 4000 meters to upper tropical forest to the east of Abra Pratricia. Our guide Nick Athanas from
Tropical Birding organized this trip through Manu Expeditions.

Nick knew the voices very well and brought a complete playback digital system to attract the birds.
We had a very good driver by the name Guillermo who had done the area many times with birding
groups. Consequently he knew the hotspots and where to stop for picnic and camping sites. We had
several dangerous episodes on the road and once Guillermo avoided an accident through his prudent
and defensive driving style.
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The map shows the route from Cajamaca, Balsas, Pedro Ruiz, Pomacochas, Affluente, Rioja,
return to Rio Utcubamba to Jean, then Olmos, Chiclayo, south to Trujillo towards Huascaran

It was the first time for Jacques Erard and his father Jean-Michel to join an organized trip with a driver
and guide. We did not regret to do it in this way as the birds are very localized partly because of
habitat destruction and also because many species are very hard to find without proper taping gear.
We are convinced that without Nick and Guillermo we would have lost much time searching around
for the endemics and consequently we would have missed many local birds.

The highlights were many but we have to mention a few here in the introduction such as the White-
bellied Cinclodes and the Diademed Sandpiper-Plover which we found after a long search at
Marcapomacocha. We managed to see a young male Marvelous Spatultail with half grown tail
feathers, one female and one male without a tail. It was however necessary to find a local boy to
show us another patch as the old site had been cleared for farming.

Habitat degradation is rampant in this region east of Pomacochas so the Spatultail has a uncertain
future.

Additionally, we saw 48 species of hummingbirds including the rare Grey-bellied Comet, which
prove that Northern Peru is one of the real epicenters for hummingbird distribution in the Andes.
We also added all 9 possible Chat Tyrants to our lists and got photographs of Piura and Jelskiss
Chat Tyrants. We only missed the Great Inca finch, but saw the rest, 10 spinetails including the
endangered Rufus-bellied Spinetail at Sinsicap. We were especially pleased to see 6 Antpittas,
which | think is only possible with 3 people in a group.

The star antpitta was Pale-billed Anpitta, a vocal but very shy bird in bamboo thickest at 2800-3000
meters along the Rio Chido trail, an area currently under conversion to coffee plantations and cattle
pasture.

We also got on 7 Tapaculos and we brought great photographs of Yellow-faced Parrotlets home.
Finally we have to mention that we photographed the Luluis Tody Tyrant at Abra Pratricia one on
the recently described species to science and saw the local White-barred Wood-Wren and attracted
a difficult Cinnamon-breasted Tody-Tyrant with tape playback.
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Day to day program

Saturday 2 July

We met in Amsterdam airport to catch the KLM flight to Lima with a stop on the Caribbean Island
Bonaire north of Venezuela. Several Ruby- topaz Hummingbirds were feeding in the flowers and
we had a chance to watch it from the transit building. Then we had a late afternoon flight across the
western Amazonian to Lima in nice weather. It was encouraging to see that a lot of forests are still
intact.

We met Nick in the Hotel Manhattan which is situated only 10 minutes drive from the airport.

Sunday 3 July (41 birds seen)

We had an early start at 3.30 am which was not too bad as it is equal to 9.30 am for us because of
the time difference to Europe. The weather is Lima is depressing as the low stratus hang over the city
and the pollution from some factories made the air very smell at places. The slums along the highway
is equally bad and nobody would dare to walk through this area on foot.

We had to go through an insurance paper control arranged by the police just we had left Lima. It
was clear from the negations that our driver had to bribe the police officer in order to get a passage.
We counted about 50 insurance paper control check points during our journey through the country.
Fortunally only 2 check points asked for money and we only had to bribe once. We had 2 drivers on
the trip, one for the first 2 days, then we met Guillermo in Cajamarca. This is because Guillermo had
all the papers and was very tough in his approach to the police officers so consequently he never
bribed anybody!

| would hate to do this trip in a privately rented car especially none of us speak good Spanish. After
udergoing this check, we turned off to Santa Eulalia road which is the old road to Marapomacocha.
We were above the cloud in magnificent clear weather.

The ascent along this route is vertiginous with a lot of hard turns on a steep road. When we reached a
plateau above a bridge at 2600 meters we stopped to do birding along the road. Here we found the
Bronze-tailed Comet, heard and attracted Canyon Canastero which proved to be a bit shy. Both
Oasis hummingbirds and Peruvian Sheartails were common and Collared warbling Finches were
seen everywhere. Giant Hummingbirds were actively feeding in yellow flowers in cactus.

About 5 times we got a view of Pied-crested Tit-Tyrants. During our picnic we were disturbed by a
flock of Mountain Parakeets while several White-browed Chat Tyrants were singing nearby. After
lunch we did some walking about an abandoned farm and we had several chances to see a pair of
the very active endemic Black-necked woodpecker in the eucalyptus.

On the road we met a group of Greenish Yellow-finches. \We tried in vain to find the Great
Incafinch at lover elevation near a dam in some degraded habitat. We stayed overnight in a good
hotel with swimming pool in Santa Eulalia.
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Rufous-naped Ground-Tyrant Grey-breasted Seedsnipe

Monday 4 July (33 species seen)

A new start at 3.30 am brought us on a 3 hours drive towards Marcapomacocha. We followed the
main highway to La Oroya where we bifurcated to the left along a gravel road up to the high Andes
at 4900 meters. This road had no road sign. Although the sun appeared to shine on the peaks it
became colder and colder as we ascended rapidly into the frost zone. All water along the roadside
was frozen. As the birds were numerous along the road all the way to the pass at 4900 meters we
made a lot of stops. We had great views of a pair of Junin Canastero which was calling into the
frosty air and responded so well to the playback that they circled around our van.

A very dark hummer with a bright green throat was sitting on a flower was identified as a Black-
breasted Hillstar. It appeared nicely in the first spot of sunlight on the ravine as it flew slowly from
plant to plant. The Dark-winged Miners were common and we had several views of Slender-billed
Miners on 4 occasions before we reached the pass. The Ground Tyrants family was represented
mainly by Cinereous, less so by Ruff-naped and 3-4 White-fronted Ground-Tyrants.

On the other side of the pass we met another car filled completely with Peruvians, which was the only
one we met on this road. They drove with high speed and they just broke before hitting our bumper
about 1 meter away. It was impossible to pass it on our descent. They only needed to reverse back

20 meters, while we had to pull back about 200 meters uphill to find a spot wide enough to let 2 car
pass.

No way they would move one inch and they did not want to get
out of the car. As we discovered a nice group of 3 Grey-breasted
Seed-snipes we exited the bus. However the impatient Peruvians
pushed the horn madly to indicate that they want to press on
regardless of the situation, probably provoked by our leisurely pace.
If our driver had not started to reverse, the incident could have
degenerated into a very tense and threatening situation. Finally
after 15 minutes dispute the hard headed Peruvians got their way
and our driver reversed the 200 meter back.

It was our first meeting with the locals and it left us with a very bad
feeling. Our hart beats caused by this incident also reminded us
that we moved around in 4900 meters altitude.

We had our breakfast a little lower down in the valley on the limit
to a marsh close to the intersection of 2 roads. As the sun has
gained height we felt the warmth and the ice started to melt. The
sky was completely clear with no wind and the mountains were
white with snow. Nick told us that the weather can be atrocious
here in Macapomacocha.
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An Olivacous Thornbill came to our company to feed on a very tiny red flower. In the boggy marsh
we spotted Puna Ibis, Andean Goose and the White-winged Duca-Finch were found everywhere.
We descended on foot down in the valley for 3 hours to explore the area. First at the end of our
search, we found the key species such as the White-bellied Cinclodes and 1 Diademed Sandpiper
Plovers. The White-bellied Cinclodes passed us and it was great to get a close-up view of this
endangered endemic in flight. Of other birds we saw in the marsh were 2 Puna Snipes, 4 Andean
Lapwings, 6 Crested Ducks, 2 Olivaceous Thornbills, 5 Andean Flickers, 1 Common Miner,

1 Streak-throated Canastero, 6 Black Siskin, several Plumbeous Sierra Finches. An Andean
Condor soared across the valley in perfect light. A group of seedsnipes flew around us while we in
exhaustion ascended up to the road.

On the way back we got a close-up photo of a pair of Grey-bellied Seedsnipes which came close
to the bus. After we drove across the pass on the way back to Lima we added the Plain-breasted
Earthcreeper to our lists. Late in the afternoon we reached hotel Manhattan.

Tuesday 5 July (36 species seen)

Another early start from the hotel was necessary in order to catch our northbound flight to Cajamarca
at 7 am. During the flight we followed the fantastic snowcapped Cordillera Blanca. We arrived at the
airport around 9 am where we found our driver Guillermo. He had just finished another tour with
Birdquest, so it was more practical he picked us op here. We left right away to visit the canyon of Rio
Chonta which is only 20 minutes drive away from the airport.

Just before the canyon we stopped to do a small walk into a small ravine. Here we found a lot of
birds such as 3 Rusty-crowned Tit-Spintails, several Black-crested Tit-Tyrants, 2 Streak-throated
Bush-Tyrant, 2 Black-crested Warblers, several Rusty Flowerpiercers and one Black-throated
Flowerpiercer. \We did not wait long to discover the star attraction the large Grey-bellied Comet
which was sitting inactive in the shade for a long time on a small branch above some large yellow
flowers next to a tinkling waterfall. Suddenly it was hovering beefy over the flower before reverting

to the branch. In order to get a photo we were standing in hiding close to the bushes for more than
an hour to catch the hovering comet in the sunlight in the front of the yellow flowers. Jacques had
the courage to find a great spot next to a ravine on steep slope where the flower were hanging
down towards to him and consequently he was rewarded with some magnificent photographs of this
endangered endemic. During the wait we saw 4 Green-tailed Trainbearer, 6 Tyran Metaltails, 3
Black Metaltails come nearby. After this successful meeting with the comet we returned down in
the canyon. Here we observed several Golden-billed Saltators, a lot of Band-tailed seedeaters,
another Grey-bellied Comet under the escarpment of the canyon.

On the retur to Cajamarca we saw a soaring Black-chested Buzzard Eagle. After we have checked
in the hotel Continental we went down in the town to a nice restaurant. The food was great and we
returned several times during our 2 days stay in Cajamarca. In the afternoon we went to a small patch
of habitat in a ravine surrounded by a larger eucalyptus plantation to seek the Unicolored Tapaculo
which is a recent split from the more widespread Blackish Tapaculo.

7 Nord Peru July 2005



Wednesday 6 July (49 species seen)

After about 2 hours drive in darkness we arrived at the border to a small valley which was sloping
down to San Marcos. We started to look for the Great Spinetail before breakfast. Nick played the
tape once and immediately 4 Spinetails appeared in the acacia like trees. We also found an active
nest which explains why they were calling vigorously. We did not wait long to find our target bird for
the day. As we were leaving this rare bird on our way back

to a well prepared breakfast by Guillermo, we tumbled into
a pair of the magnificent Buff-bridled Inca-Finch. While
we were drinking our coffee one Cinereous Harrier passed ' o
along the escarpment but to our surprise in this dry landscape ¥°=% |

2 Andean Gulls came along the same place. oy

After breakfast we commenced our 3 hours descent down

in the valley towards San Marcos. The valley was well
vegetated with dry scrub and cactus and a few larger trees
were standing on the steeper slope. We could however see
denuded hills further away which indicated that this area was
a relatively small patch of habitat in a degraded region.

We were thrilled by great views of the following birds: 7 Great Spinetail

Black-chested Buzzard Eagle, lots of Spot-throated

Hummingbirds, 1 Amazilia Hummingbird, 2 Purple-

colored Woodstar, several Tawny-crowned Pygmy Tyrants, 1 Bran-colored Flycatcher, 2
Black-billed Shrike Tyrant, 2 Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant, 4 White-winged Black-Tyrant, 4 Dull-
colored Grassquet and a group of Buff-bridled Inca-Finch.

After having a meal in San Marcos we returned to Cajamarca. We were lucky to see 2 Andean
Tinamous crossing the road. We mad a short stop in order to find the White-tailed Shrike Tyrant,
but we did not have any luck. The last stop was near a desolated lake where we saw some common
birds such as Aplomado Falcon and 2 Mourning Sierra Finchs. In the afternoon we did some
shopping for the next 2 days of camping.

Thursday 7 July (64 species seen)

Again we had an early departure which brought us a long way towards Maranon Canyon. At sunrise
we stopped on a high plateau which was green with a lot of small cattle pasture filled with groups
of dairy cows like the ones you can see in Jura in Switzerland. The sun rose through a hole of dark

L
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high altitude clouds which exposed the landscape in a nice soft way.
Along the hedges and in the small patches of small vegetation the birds
were active. Nick played the tape of the local race “Cajamarca” Rufous
Antpitta which will become a newly split species in the near future.
Fairly quickly we got a response further down the slope, so it was
necessary for us to descend a bit down to sit in front of a small opening.
Then Nick replayed the tape without a response.

Without warning the Antpitta appeared and posed itself on a small
branch 10 meters from us without moving and in complete silence.
After a short while it jumped away into the vegetation. On our return
to the road we heared Striated Earthcreeper singing from a hidden
location in a tree, but suddenly we saw 2 other earthcreepers on a rock .
nearby. Shining Sunbeam

Of hummingbirds seen were the common Shining Sunbeam and one

Mountain Velvetbreast. Along the hedges we could locate several Brown-backed Chat-Tyrants.
As we spotted a mixed species flock above in a paddy we decided to enter a property above the
road. Nick asked a farmer for his permission and it appeared that it was okay. After we saw 2 Tit-like
Dacnis, several endemic Baron’s Spinetails and one Spectacled Redstart, two women and one man
approached us. They appeared to be sympatric, but we quickly found out that they wanted us to
leave their property. From Nick who speaks Spanish we all got an impression that they had a pistol,
but they did not whish to use to kill us, if we promptly left the site.

Nick responded that we already got the permission to visit the site, but it was clear from the episode
that it would be best to retreat back to the van as quickly as possible. It is probable that the farmers
feared that we were prospectors from a mining company as we brought telescopes, binoculars

and cameras, the kind of gear which could be confused with equipment used for searching for

rare minerals. In Peru there have been a lot of disputes between mining companies and the local
population and no one are prepared to give up their farmland for anything.

A bit chocked of the second incident in rural Peru we finished our breakfast at the roadside and then
pressed on towards Celedin. En route we had a glimpse of a Slender-billed Miner. In the town
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Celedin we had lunch and a fresh cold beer. On the other side of the town we drove up in a pass into
a high plateau prairie where we had a chance to log one White-tailed Shrike-Tyrant accompanied
with 6 Black-billed Shrike Tyrants and 2 Rufous-webbed Tyrants. Finally we reached the rim of
the Maranon Canyon which is one of the wonders of the world. Never have | seen such a spectacular
canyon. We were at almost 4000 meters and there is a drop down to the river at 1200 meters. That
makes a vertical descent of 2800 meters. Several life zones from paramo to desert scrub exists here
and consequently we made a few profitable stops during our 4 hours descent into the depth.

On the first stop we got on 3 Chestnut-backed Thornbirds, 2 Great Sapphire-wings.

A view across Maranon valley from 3800 meters altitude. Great-winged Inca-Finch

A bit further down after a bit searching we found 2 Great-winged Inca-Finches in the foliage of
several trees growing in a ravine. Just before dusk we arrived near the riverbed to our campsite. It was
warm and dry. We could watch the sunlight creeping up on the rim along the valley as the sun sets
rapidly at this latitude.

We had a nice chicken with vegetables in our dinging tent in protection from flies and mosquitoes.
We could enjoy a excellent bottle of Chilean wine to the meal.

Friday 8 July (57 species seen)

For the fist time we could sleep a bit longer as we were based in the middle of the habitat. It was a
privilege to wake up in such an environment. The first -‘
rays from sun lighten up the summits of the rim and we

commenced to take down the camp. After the coffee
we started to explore the area along the riverbank on
foot. It was a cactus desert like landscape like Arizona.
The Peruvian Pigeons were sitting in the top of the
trees and we counted 6 of this Maranon endemic. Two
Andean Condors flew majestically along the lower hills
in the valley overhead. We had to be careful not to get
entangled in the spines of the cactus while we were
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walking to watch birds. We disturbed a pair
of Maranon Thrush which only allowed us
. a glimpse before they flew into the center of
a thick bush.

'~ As the rays from the sun reached us, a group
. of Parrotlets flew across and landed 50
 meters away in a cactus. It was the rare and
little known Yellow-faced Parrotlet. They

; were completely preoccupied from eating
% the flowers in the cactus, so it was possible

} 1

to approach the birds within 5 meters with
. our cameras. There were several flocks??

of the parrotlets which apparently migrate erratically
through the semi desert to seek food randomly.

When we started our ascent on the eastern rim, we
had another chance to see the parrotlets as 7 flew
into the trees next to the road. After a “cola” stop in
Puente Chacanto on the other side of the bridge we
stopped in a gallery forest along the road. Here we
had good views of the local Maranon Thrush. Further
uphill at 2600 meters we had a lunch stop in an orchid
grown cloud forest. Here we had a chance to see a
few butterflies.

Further uphill Nick heard a call of the rare Jelski's

Chat Tyrant and a few minutes later we were able to take some great photographs of this bird. Here
we had a proof that it is worthwhile to have a Nick as our guide on a trip like this one. About a few
hours after midday we were standing at 3850 meters on the opposite side looking at a landscape
extraordinaire which is a bit vertiginous.It was very windy so it was hard to stand upright. In the area
we spotted a few interesting flowers belonging to the family Proteae, a well known type of flower in
South Africa.

During our descent from Abra Barro Negro into a
patch of forest we had a chance to view one Yellow-
scarfed Tanger and one Coppery Metaltail. A
Violet-throated Starfrontlet appeared to feed in

some long white tubes bordered with green flowers,
but I missed the photographic shot as the batteries
suddenly were flat.We installed our camp next to a
school after having asked around for permission but got
confusing answers. We had to toss a coin to make the
decision for the locals. As we had to spend the night at
3000 meters it was bitterly cold and Jean-Michel and
my sleeping bag was not adequate to keep us warm.

After supper we had a leisurely stroll for night birds, but Jéelski’s Chat Tyrant
the owling trip produced only a Barn Owl.

Saturday 9 July (61 species seen)

When we felt the fist warmth from the sun in the early morning, we dismantled the camp and packed
our gear. A group of White-collared Jays sat in a tree behind the school, but we had difficulty
to hold the binoculars with our frozen hands. Son after a flock of Hooded Mountain-Tangers
and Mountain Caciques came into the tree to entertain the jays. After breakfast in the sun we
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commenced out walk down the road to a
patch of bamboo forest, the same patch we
did the owling the previous night. The target
bird the endangered endemic Russet-mantled
Softail were calling??, but did not respond to
playback. The Softail depend upon bamboo
cycles. As the forests retreats due to clearing
for pasture the chances for the birds to find
ripe bamboo diminish with the size of the
patches.

The patches were full of Chat-Tyrants and
we managed to find 4 species which were the
more common Rufous-breasted, 3 Brown-

backed, 1 Crowned and one Golden-browed
Chat-Tyrant.

We had to climb up the steep slope in order to get
up into the bamboo in order to see the Softail. It
was a very wet experience as the vegetation was
drenched from the rain the previous day and the
dew. Consequently we were soaked completely.

However we were rewarded for this endeavor
with great views of the Russet-mantled Softail
responding to playback by doing display in the air.
From the forest a Mountain Wren and Rufous-
headed Pygmy-Tyrant came out to see what was
going on.

On the way down we were distracted by the calls from singing Chestnut-crowned and Rusty-

breasted Antpittas and Blackish Tapaculo. Several hummingbirds were actively feeding in the

red flowers higher up in the epiphytes in the moss leaden trees such as 2 Shining Sunbeams, 2

Mountain Velvetbreast, 2 Violet-throated Starfrontlets, 1 Rainbow Starfrontlet, 3 Amathyst-

throated Sunangel, several Tyrian Metaltails. The mixed species flocks contained several

species such as White-banded Tyrannulets, Drab
Himispingus, several tanagers including one Yellow-
scarfed and a Grass-green Tanager.

Slowly we took a stroll into the same patch from

the other side of the school to a higher elevation.
Here Jacques got his life shot of a Golden-naped
Puffleg in a flower just above his head.After lunch
we left the school and did a walk into a forest further
down. It was a bit quiet with only a view of a group
of Stripe-headed Bush-Finchs, but a lot of flowers
and butterflies gave us all the midday entertainment
we needed and great opportunities to take some
photographs.

We arrived in Leimebamba at dusk and settled in the
Hotel Los Condores. Despite of the noise from a festive
Golden-naped Puffleg arrangement nearby we had a good sleep.
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Sunday 10 July (36 species seen)

The road from Leimebamba to Pomacocha is a long one. Despite of the usual early start we arrived
first around 13.30 in Pedroz Ruiz. First we followed the road along Rio Utcumbamba into the
Department Amazons. It is a dry valley with gallery forest and growth along the river, but the slopes
are covered with cactus. The route descends along the river from 2200 meters to 1400 meters.

We were occupied observing birds all the time and we had some great views of Scarlet-fronted
Parakeets, 2 White-bellied hummingbirds, 1 Little Woodstar, 1 Speckled-chested Piculet
(endemic), 3 Black-necked Woodpeckers (endemic), 1 Speckled-breasted Wren, 5 Maranon
Thrush, 2 Buff-bellied Tanager (endemic).

e
© Asit was Sunday, the locals were dressed in
"f nice costumes as they were walking in groups
to the church. Additionally, we watched
4 several historic fortresses along the route.

After a great meal in a nice restaurant in
Pedro Ruiz, we started our ascent into the
eastern cordillera towards Pomacocha.

This region had suffered from severe
deforestation so most of the hills are now
denuded. In the afternoon we arrived to the
Marvelous Spatultail site, but after 1 hour
wait in vain we realized that we have to walk into the valley several kilometers before the Rio Chido
trail in order to find another place with bushes with fresh white flowers. We walked for 1 km. to a
small patch. A young boy who had an age of 5 to 6 years followed us. After some time the boy asked
us whether we would like to a special bird called icolibri con dos spatulasi. He knew the place
where the males came to feed. Nick responded yes and we followed the boy a little way back so we
could climb another small track uphill to some small trees down in a gully. The bushes had some vines
with large white flowers, so we were almost sure to see it.

Not long after a small green kolibri appeared very low down and our harts were beating hard. It
behaved like a violetear. Now we had some doubt whether the boy actually knew the bird and has
confused with a violetear. Jacques saw something moving about 7 meters below the large white
flowers in a small tree with tiny white flowers. The head appeared and suddenly the tail came into
view. It was no doubt the Spatultail, but only Jacques saw the hummer before it disappeared. As it
was late in the afternoon the timing seemed to be critical.

Fortunally it reappeared at the same place about 15 minutes later and we all got on it this time. It
was a young male and the tails were only half grown. Another male sat in top of a tree further away
with full plume, but without any tail. Two females came to feed on the same flowers and one female
flew around several times. We gave a tip to the boy and asked him to keep the site secret in order

to avoid that other jalousie boys may destroy the trees and kill the birds. It is clear that this bird with
a limited distribution would be endangered from
habitat destruction. However Birdlife International
has commenced a project to save some patches for
the bird. We arrived at dusk in hotel Puerto Pumas
in Pomacocha.

Monday 11 July (64 species seen)

We left for Abra Pratricia and we reached the
destination in time for dawn. For the first time
on this trip the weather was dull and misty that
morning with drizzle. We began to explore the
forest edge along the road right at the top of the
pass just a few 100 meters after the restaurant.
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Very quickly the small newly described Luluss
Tody-Tyrant displayed itself in front of our firing
flashes from our cameras. In the bamboo we quickly
nailed down a Rusty-breasted Antpitta with tape
playback and in the heavy mossy vegetation Nick
managed to attract a Rufous-vented Tapaculo
into view.

As we thought we had a group of White-crowned
Tanagers, we rushed back to the field in the front
of the restaurant, but it turned out to be a flock of
White-collared Jays. Apparently the calls are very
similar. The White-crowned Tanger is a very rare

bird and Abra Pratricia is one of the best sites to
find it, but the birds are migratory depending upon
seasonally fruits. By the way Nick told us that he had
eaten two times in that restaurant and got sick each
time, so he had arranged picnic lunch instead.

As Nick heared a Rusty-tinged Antpitta further
down in the mossy cloud forest, we decided to head
down along a not so well maintained path. We did
not manage on this occasion to get that bird into a
view, but further down we found a large stand of
mature trees along the path.

Here we found the following birds in a mixed
species flock: high up a White-eared Solitaire,
3-4 Green-Black Fruiteaters, 1 Emerald
(Black-throated) Toucanet ( Aulacorhynchus
astrogularis) which is still is regarded as a
subspecies in the Handbook of The World, close
up views of Sharpeis Wren and 1 Twany-bellied
Hermit.

When we returned to the road we jumped into
the van to descend a few kilometers down to Alto
Nieve, where we had a few great moments along
the road. We started with a great view of a very
corporative endemic Bar-winged Wood-Wren

which would have been easy to photograph if
it did not rain so much.

As soon as the bird disappeared, the rain
stopped and the sun came out. The potholes
attracted a lot of colorful butterflies in the
group Eighty-eighty. As the sun lit on the

N blue flowers we managed with some patience
to see 2 very nice male of the Royal Sunangel
in a ravine and one female higher up along
the road side. The sunny weather created

the conditions for the White-tipped Swift

to appear and we had some great views of 4

Royal Sunangel female
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swift flying right across an outcrop next to the road. A little down in a ravine a White-backed Fire-
eye called and it appeared nicely. However, an actively singing Barred Antthrush was located high
up in an inaccessible patch of secondary growth. Consequently, it was impossible to seek that bird.
The hardest endemic bird to bring into a view was the Cinnamon-breasted Tody-Tyrant. Finally
after one hour of finding the right angel in the forest to locate it in the tree, we got great views of
that skulker.

We had a nice flock of Tanagers along the road which produced the following species: One Rufous-
crested, Blue-capped, 3 Yellow-throated, and Blue-browed Tanagers.On the way back to the
pass in the late afternoon, we stopped in order to try for the Chestnut Antpitta. One responded to
the tape and came into 2 meters from us in the thick vegetation, but was obscured from view. Only
Jean-Michel managed briefly to see a brown
ball moving around.

Another stop at the restaurant produced a
great view of a sitting lonely Silver-backed
Tanager preening. One of the prettiest birds
on the trip, but that depends upon ones taste.
An American Kestrel flew around and we go
a very nice sunset over the forest filled with
heavy misty clouds.

We returned one hour later to the hotel Puerto
Pumas, Pomacocha in the dark.

Tuesday 12 July (65 species seen)

This day was dedicated to trek uphill along the Rio Chido trail into a forest patch above the valley. The
target bird for that day was the Pale-billed Antpitta, a bird few ornithologists have seen. We left the
hotel as usual before dawn in order to be in the area before sunrise. A newly constructed road has
recently collapsed right at the start so our driver Guillermo had to leave us at the main road. After 2
kilometers of walking on the new gravel road, we bifurcated to the left uphill on a small path. It took
a while to find the exact location of this patch, so we had to search around and ask some locals. It
was a strenuous ascent up through the fields, but fairly quickly we observed a pair of the Rufous-
capped Antshrike and saw some Emerald-bellied Pufflegs along the hedges. A newly fledged
Tapaculo was photographed inside a thick bush.

It was farmland with a few scattered trees, some with nice flowers which entertained us with great
photographs of several White-bellied Woodstars. Of other birds seen high up in the trees were
singing Ashy-headed, White-tailed and 4 White-banded Tyrannulets. Lower down in some

Black-throated Tody-Tyrant White-bellied Woodstar
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scrub we managed to find a Black-
. throated Tody-Tyrant. A few

~ peasants passed us on donkeys

| followed by barking dogs. Some of

. the dogs were so aggressive that we
had to throw stones at them to keep
them at bay, the locals were just
laughing of our conduct.

Finally we passed the last farm and
could enter the forest. A Grey-
breasted Mountaion Toucan flew
briefly among the trees out of sight.
We quickly noticed the song of at
least 2-3 Rusty-tinged Antpittas,
and Nick quickly found the right
place to attract one of them into
view near the path. A young or female with brown cap did a circle around us, so we all had several
opportunities to see the bird posing on the path or a tree log.

Further uphill, we could hear the Pale-billed Antpitta and we quickly packed up and continued
our Antpitta quest. We tried one in the bamboo without luck, as it did not appear outside the dense
vegetation although it was on 3 meters from us. We tried again for 1 hour further down in the
bamboo where Nick made a little hole with his machete.

No luck except Nick got a brief sighting without looking through his binoculars, as it suddenly
unexpected appeared behind us. We decided to try another one further beyond. It appears to be
relatively common in the area, as we heared at least 4 calling along the 3-5 km long trail.

The second one was found in a bit more open habitat next to a stand of bamboo further down in

the forest. We all found a place to sit and wait below the path while Nick played the tape, but still
without luck. The call of the Antpitta was not the only noise in the forest. Chainsaws were actively
working near a new paddy below us in the valley, as the farmers and settlers were clearing the land. It
is obvious that this forest will not exist for much longer.

Chestnut-bellied Coronet Sparkling Violetear

Further along the trail we watched several mixed species flocks which contained several Collared
Incas, 2 Rufous-capped Thornbills, 1 Smoky-brown Woodpecker, 2 Streaked Tuftecheeks, 1
Inca Flycatcher, 2 groups of Peruvian Wrens, 1 group of White-collared Jays, 1 White-browed
and 1 Supercilliated Hemispingus, 4 Flame-faced Tanager, 1 Plush-capped Finch, 2 White-
sided Flowerpiercer, heard the Ash-colored and the Trilling Tapaculo. On our retour, we made a
stop to try the last time for the elusive Pale-billed Antpitta. We again took our old positions below
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the trail and Nick played the tape. Suddenly, | could see a large bird standing below a small tree stem.
| looked through my binoculars and could see the large Antpitta with his ivory bill. The others saw it
briefly too, but it moved so rapidly around that we could not by any means dwell upon the bird.

We commenced our decent and passed the farms in perfect afternoon light which exposed the area
so nicely. It was a gorgeous day in an area which is transforming rapidly into a less diverse place. For
a naturalist that is a sad experience. We stopped at a bush with white flowers and we quickly found a
Chestnut-breasted Coronet actively feeding in the flowers, so Jacques managed to get his lifetime
hummingbird shot in perfect light. Not long after a Sparkling Violetear came into the flowers which
gave Jacques another chance to take a perfect photograph. Down in the bottom of the valley we
were rewarded with great views of 2 fantastic Red-hooded Tanagers and further on a Maroon-
chested Chat-Tyrant appeared. A White-capped Dipper took a rest on the road and followed us a
bit down towards the main road junction where Guillermo was waiting for us.

It is necessary to walk about 2 hours without stopping in order to reach the Pale-billed Antpitta
site. Fortunately it appears that the Antpitta is active during the day so it can easily be done within
reasonable time as long as the forest still exists.

When we returned to the hotel in Puerto Pumas de Pomacocha, we had a nice cold beer on terrace
next to the swimming pool with a view across the lake. However the lake was not great for birds. The
architecture of the hotel is modern but the corridors were filled with strange wooden pictures and
artwork. We were the only people in the hotel, so it was necessary for the owner to organize a cook
to prepare the food. It was a very comfortable experience in the remote, rural and rustic Northern
Peru.

Wednesday 13 July (96 species seen)

We left the hotel in order to reach Affluente which is situated at 1800 meters altitude at sunrise. It
took us about 1 hours drive without stops. We
spent most of the day between 1500-1800 meters
altitude in upper tropical forest along the road. The
traffic was moderate, but it will get worse with time
as the lowlands beyond Affluente area will become
more and more populated in the future. The forest
is in good condition but a few small clearings on the
slopes can be seen from the road. Just as we arrived
we could observe a hovering Ecuadorian Piedetail
feeding in some small flowers along the roadside. A
pair of actively singing Blackish Antbirds appeared
after tape playback.

We had two huge mixed species flocks with
entertained us for 2 hours in the morning. Nick
who knew the calls well helped us to concentrate
on the special birds such as 7 Versicolored Barbet,
Chestnut-tipped Toucanets, some Speckle-
chested Piculets, 3 trilling Equatorial Greytail
in the top of a tree, 2 Wing-barred Piprites, 1
Olive-striped Flycatcher, 2 Plumbeous-crowned
Tyrannulet, 4 Ecuadorian Tyrannulets, 1 Red-
billed Tyrannulet (with a great photo), 2 Olive-
chested Flycatchers, 1 Yellow-cheeked Becard,
1 Black-billed Thrush, 4 Olivaceous Greenlets,
several Huallaga Tanagers.

As the activity dropped, we could finally have
A view of the forest at 1800 meters altitude breakfast. This is the main area to see the rare
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endemic Ash-throated Antwren, but that bird
proved to be too elusive for us.

The bufferflies appeared as the day got warmer
in the sun, only to be distracted by 7 Black-
billed Trehunter, 1 White-crowned Tapaculo,
2 Giant Cowbirds, 1 Ash-browed Spinetail,

1 Yellow-rumped Cacique, a pair of singing
Lined Antshrike and 2 beautiful Orange-
eared Tanagers, and not to forget two nice
flyovers by the Andean Cock-of-the Rock. We
could hear an active lek nearby in the morning.

After lunch, we started to descend down to
a bridge near Aquas Verdes at 1300 meters, and here we saw a group of Guildeed Barbet and
Swallow-tailed Kites. We saw beautiful butterflies and a huge walking stick at the bridge. Just
before sunset we spent an hour along the road to Rioja where we looked for some birds in some
dry second growth and fields. Here we located quite a few Russet-crowned Crakes in a grassy field

Actinote sp. Skipper (Vettius marcus)

and a pair of Spectacled Chachalaca and 1 Black-fronted Nunbird in the cicropia trees nearby.

The plains between Aquas Verdes to Rioja are quite flat and rather dry as the area is located in a rain
shadow. Although we were at 1000 meters altitude, the weather felt very hot and tropical. The area is
under rapid agricultural development mainly to cattle, rice and soybean farming.

Despite of the festivities in the bustling Rioja we had a good sleep in the Hotel Bonbonaje.

Thursday 14 July (63 species)

This was the second trekking day on our journey, as we decided to climb the isolated mountain by the
name Moro de Calzada about 15 km outside Rioja. Moro de Calzada means boot in Spanish and that
was the form of the mountain.

The climb is from 900 meters to 1400 meters through dry tropical forest. The avifauna consists of a
mix of Amazonian lowland species and lower subtropical Andean forms. The lowland species reach
higher elevation here than what is normal in other places, but the diversity is limited due to the
isolation and relative dryness of this area.

We missed the Mishana Tyrannulet and the Buff-throated Tody-Tyrant, which are the special birds on
this mountain, probably because the bird activity that day was very subdued. The morning was slow
as the sky was overcast and later it got too hot for anything to move around. Near the entrance we
managed to get on to 1 Scale-backed Antbird, one group of Paradise Tanager, 2 Pale-breasted
Thrush and 2 Swallow-wings. We heard 3 species of Trogons around the picnic area, but only
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o -#. managed to view 2 of them as
.~ " . the Violaceous Trogon stayed

. obscured in the background.
However, we observed after
playback the White-tailed and

the Blue-crowned Trogon. In

a small tree with pale greenish
yellow flowers a pair of Glittering-
throated Emeralds and one Blue-
tailed Emerald came in to feed.

S g Inside the forest, it was possible

pe. =~ o .

- - to see a Plumbous Kite and a

Xy A Yellow-ridged Toucan flying

: __'-‘ by along the rim. We found a

¥ couple displaying Golden-collared

Toucanet close above us. As the
male Toucanet exclaimed a series
of veered noises, he was bending

forward with his head right down towards his breast while the wing was held a bit open and his

feather plumage was inflated and vibrant. The female also undertook a similar performance.

N

.‘f'
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We also found some interesting caterpillars forming a group on the path and later some nice
butterflies. A group of hermits have found a place to display in a kind of lek under some huge leaves.
It was difficult to see the hummingbirds through as they quickly moved out of sight. On the way up
we stopped to locate 2 Warbling Antbirds, 1 Plain-winged Antshrike and one White-flanked
Antwren. Near the top the vegetation became more stunted and sparse. Here at the escarpment we
heard and attracted a noisy pair of the Red-stained Woodpecker. At the summit a Short-tailed
Hawk appeared to our gratification.

We had picnic on an outcrop with views across the plains 500 meters
below. Here we could notice that the forest is now fragmented

into islands in an open farmed landscape. Some of us had a quick
descent to the base of the mountain, but | had stomach trouble
which made the trip very hard. As we were assembling at the picnic
area, we saw 2 sooty-headed Tyrannulets, 1 Yellow-crowned
Tyrannulet, and 1 Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant. | went down to
the van to persuade Guillermo to drive back to the town, so | could
purchase some anti-diarrhea tablets and to have a rest in the hotel.
The rest of us carried on in the afternoon and found following
birds: 1 Chestnut-eared Aracari, heard Russet-crowned Crake,

1 Green-and-gold Tanager, 2 Black-faced Dacnis, 2 Purple
Honeycreepers, Pearl-vented Tody-Tyrant, 1 Yellow-breasted
Flycatcher, 1 Scale-breasted and a group of Coroya Wrens.

Red-billed Tyrannulet

Friday 15 July (76 species seen)

We had a long day in front of us as we had to drive all the way

to Jean in the Department of Cajarmaca. On our return on the

same route we came from, we stopped near Aguas Verdes, Affluente, Abra Patricia and Pedro Ruis.
After the turn at Pedro Ruis, we entered new territory along the route to Bagua then we crossed Rio
Maranon before climbing the hills towards Jean.

We arrived at our first stop near Aguas Vedes just before dawn where we had our breakfast along
the roadside while we could hear the birds waking up in the forest. After great views of one
White-browed Antbird, we commenced to walk back along the road for 300 meters. A lot of
hummingbirds such Grey-chinned Hermits, 2 Green Hermits, 1 long-tailed Sylph were seen along
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this road. Like the first time at Affluente, we arrived just as a huge mixed flock passed through the
canopy. No wonder this place is called Affluente- which means a place in abundance. The star bird
today was marvelous views through the Swarowski scope of a Lanceolated Monklet. Just as we were
walking along the road a male Cock-of-the-Rock crossed the road in front of us. Just next to a small
settlement, we found a nice pair of the Lemon-browed Flycatcher.

The time constraints demanded a quick departure, but we stopped once again at 2500 meters
elevation to try for the Chestnut Antpitta. The taped-out Antpitta did not bother to respond, so we
could quickly pack up to carry on. Just as we ready to go an Andean Tyrant appeared in a tree next
to the road and a pair of Barred Becard and one Sierra Eleania sang from the trees across the road.
Just at Abra Pratricia we had a brief try of the White-crowned Tanager without success.

We enjoyed a nice meal in the same restaurant in Pedro Ruis, before heading to the Little Inca Finch
site near Bagua around 15.30 pm. We spent about 1 hours in the dry cactus and acacia bush area
looking for the bird. It is hard to believe that we had just been in a tropical rainforest 5 hours earlier
and in a misty cool cloud forest at 2800 meters about 3 hours beforehand. We saw one Little Inca-
finch briefly against the sun, so we decided to try harder for it. Further away one hour later, we
found and photographed a small family of Little Inca Finches feeding in some cactuses. One young
and an adult pair were moving around to our delight. Not many birds were seen, but we managed to
get on to a Faciated Wren, one Short-tailed Field Tyrant, several Vermillion Flycatchers, and we
refound the common Spot-throated Hummingbird.

We enjoyed the view of this landscape while we were driving towards Jean in the late afternoon
sunlight. We quickly installed ourselves in the nice and comfortable hotel Bosque. Jacques and his
father had a nice swim in the pool, while I still had to rest with my bad stomach. In this town it was
possible to purchase good quality South American wines.

Saturday 16 July ( 46 species seen)

We arrived just before dawn to our destination one hour drive north of Jean in the Tamborapa region.
Our aim on this morning was to find the

last endemics from the dry Maranon area
along a dirt track in a well vegetated stunted
deciduous forest and scrub. The versatile
and rather shy Maranon Spinetail played

a kind of marry dance with us as it always
wanted to be just in an obscured position
when we tried to get our binoculars on the
darn thing. It was necessary to sit down to




wait for the elusive bird to appear,
a good technique if you are in a
group. My observation from 30
years of birding is that birds tend to
become shier if more than 2 folks
enter into their vicinity.

We had a Hook-billed Kite
overhead during our breakfast table
and Jacques got a magnificent
photo of that raptor. After our first
meal of the day, we returned to
look for the dark looking Maronon
Spinetail which we found in a

flock with Slaty Antshrike and 7
more Chinchipe Sp