MANAS NATIONAL PARK (Assam) - January 2011
BIRDING & MAMMALING

With additional notes from Khasi Hills (Meghalaya) and around Guwahati (Assam)
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ITINERARY

19/1

20/1

211

22/1

23/1

24/1

25/1

26/1

Early domestic flight Delhi directly to Guwah#®9.00-13.30 drive Guwahati to Koklabari. 133800
Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari). 15.00-17.30 Seed {&oklabari).

06.00-13.50 drive to grassland, 13.50-15.00&8alungle Camp (Koklabari), 15-17.30 drive to Bhut
border, 16.30-16.45 walk in Bhutan.

06.15-08.45 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Kloddg, 09.00-13.45 drive to Mothanguri, 13.45-18.00
around Mothanguri.

06.00-11.00 drive to grassland near UchllaQ@-13.30 Mothanguri, 13.30-15.10 drive Mothangari
Bansbari, 15.10-16.40 elephant ride near Bansb@4,0-19.30 drive to Mothanguri (after dark).
05.40-07.00 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 0700.15 Bansbari, 07.15-12.00 drive Bansbari ta#ni,
12.00-17.30 Ultapani, 17.30-21.15 drive (after l&rkapani to Koklabari.

06.15-09.30 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabariyedid Guwahati 09.30-14.00, 10.30-11.00 stop E of
Singimari village (app. 10 km N of bridge), 14.00-30 drive to Shillong.

Daybreak and early morning at Mawjrong ViewdViidday around Nohkalikai Falls (Cherrapuniipte
afternoon Shillong Hills.

09.30-10.00 Deepor Beel, 10.15-10.25 Guwahatip, 10.25-10.45 drive to Airport. Domestic fliglt8.00-
17.00 Guwahati to Delhi (with stopover in BhagalfBihar)).
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INTRODUCTION

This report deals with notes on birds and mamnaald @& few reptiles & one amphibian) from a visit&sam and
Meghalaya during the period 19-26/1 2011.

Manas National Park was the main goal of this wighis legendary park has been high on our pyidist of areas that
we wanted to see, ever since our first visit tadrizb years ago. Finally this was possible, andwere not
disappointed. Manas NP is a fabulous area withxaumd of grassland and forest, which is secondteenDue to tribal
conflicts Manas NP has been out of reach for a murabyears. This has nhow changed, and a numbssromunity-
based projects are rapidly improving the opportesifor visits to the area. We stayed at Manasléungrdge owned
by the Manas Maozigendri Ecotourism Society. Reodgarmation about birding and mammaling in Mamascarce,
but we improvised during our field days in goodiabbration with the staff at Manas Jungle Lodge.

A number of the top-mammals were seen: Tiger, mdlae-horned Rhino, Asian Elephant (daily), Goldangur,
Capped Langur and Wild Buffalo. We tried to fine tRygmy Hog and Hispid Hare but without succesas&was
high everywhere during our visit, and the rest @frds is dense forest. This makes mammal-spottffigulti. Besides,
numbers of mammals are still quite low - but they @ow recovering after the rebel years, where spdsad poaching
took place. For the time being Manas is not theeta expect large numbers of mammals — but when@efind
some, they are sure to be interesting.

Birding in Manas is excellent with many prolificespes including mega-birds like the threatened tereend Lesser
Adjutant Storks, Swamp Francolin, Black-breastedd?bill and Finn's Weaver. In addition we very nhuenjoyed
species like Spot-bellied Eagle Owl, Blue-beardee-Bater, Long-tailed & Silver-breasted Broadbilgite-tailed
Blue Robin, Rufous-rumped Grassbird, Sultan TiptSginged Starling and many more.

Flying in and out of Guwahati, we also decided t&kma brief visit to the nearby Khasi Hills — wiatlowing that is
was not the optimal season and likely to give @myncomplete experience of this unique area. ledeieding proved
difficult, and furthermore our brief visit was haerpd by an upcoming general strike which we justagad to escape
(see ‘Practicalities’). But we did find the enderi@mwny-breasted Wren-babbler and moreover camess ire
species like Crested Finchbill, Rusty-fronted BawgyiGrey Sibia, Assam Laughing Thrush and the ‘Khils’ Prinia
— the distinct subspecies of Black-throated Printaich may well be a separate species.

Northeast India holds many other interesting plabasas our visit was limited to these few dayshad to focus.
Addresses:

Uffe Gjgl Sgrensen, UG Sorensen Consult, Overg&dem Vandet 68, 2, DK1415 Copenhagen K, Denmark(45
2421 4221. E-mailuffe @ugsorensen.dk

Hans Jargen Bruun Pedersen, Mgller Meyers Vej 88R#40 Risskov, Denmark. Tel (45) 8621 5970. E-mail:
hjbp@privat.dk
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Market day at Koklabari New forest-guard post at grassland in the eastern part of Manas NP




PRACTICALITIES

Technical arrangement We placed the responsibility for the overall teichal arrangements in the safe hands of Wild
World India (www.wildworldindia.com). Vikram Singand Gavrav Jain did an excellent job, which conghjet
fulfilled our expectations. Furthermore, when twdareseen problems occurred, they handled thesessfficiently

in collaboration with our guide Abidur Rahman: @gon after returning to our hotel in Shillong afferk on 25/1 it
became clear that a general strike in the entite sff Meghalaya had been declared for the nex{Ragublic Day).
This meant that roadblocks could be expected, andiere likely to get stuck on this our final dayesé we had a
scheduled late afternoon flight back to Delhi frGuawahati. Within 15 minutes we evacuated the renel started
driving towards Guwabhati. Fear of road blocks begatablished already during the evening provecetarfounded —
however we did have problems finding an open gatsest, where we could have the almost empty tdtedfup.
Before the evacuation as well as during the drieengre in close contact with WW!I over the phone] awe had hardly
left Shillong, before the booking of a new hotetentral Guwahati was confirmed. (2) Our late aiv@n domestic
flight to Delhi was advanced four hours, i.e. adtout most of the available field-time on our fiday. An improvised
programme was decided with brief visits to the amdl Deepor Beel and the famous Guwahati dump wigatér
Adjutants.

Accommodationt We were based at Manas Jungle Camp at Koklatherififst two nights and the last night). Itis a
well-working community-based lodge with a few roobwyngalows (each having attached bathrooms withwiater)).
There are mosquito-nets over each bed. The nickifolmcal and vegetarian. In addition we spent tights at the
Government Rest House at Mothanguri. It will bdidiifit to find any rest house with a better locati®n a high bank
overlooking the border river to Bhutan. We had acedlent room with attached bathroom. Hot water pavided in a
bucket. Good vegetarian food was served in thd kamatina. At both places, beer can be providechupguest — and it
was Bhutanese! For the time being there is no aotmaation around Ultapani (the west of the wider Brarea).
Other options for accommodation are found arounasBari. The cities of Shillong and Guwahati hawenp} of

hotels.

Season Mid-winter is OK for a visit to Manas but Marchphil is better for a number of breeding birds, &gngal
Florican. Mid-winter seems definitely too early thie Khasi Hills. Not only did we experience adxity cold morning,
but bird activity was mainly restricted to early mmg and late afternoon.

Transport: We had a pre-hired vehicle with driver for thensfer from the Guwahati airport to/from Manas &ordhe
visit to Meghalaya. For all transport in Manas vgedia small open jeep belonging to Manas JunglepCdar the
longer drive outside Manas NP from Bansbari to pita and back to Koklabari, the jeep was replaged dmall
hardtop vehicle. There is only one bridge cros#iregBrahmaputra River near Guwahati and it caa berious
bottleneck for the traffic. En route towards Marasly in the morning there were no problems butwive were
heading for Khasi Hills and had to pass in at rhlday it took us three hours to cross the river.

MANAS NATIONAL PARK

If you are a dedicated birder, we cannot too stiyong
recommend that you are based at Manas Jungle
Lodge. This lodge is located at a stream righbat t 7R
Park boundary. Birding from the lodge and around i 7 \ 7\
is excellent. Elephants can be heard from the lange| "™ *"@_  o====7 kil

the evening! The nearby Koklabari village has aliv i f‘md S ko) : {

market. ‘\ e Shemind 6—..-"-,AKOKLABARI
Birds are found everywhere, but we give a few Grasiond noar Uchlla o, %, Seed-farm

comments to some of the areas visted within the-co C / d

. 1 {
area of Manas National Park (see m&sedfarm A ] \

e~ —
Farmland with many birds. It is a key-site for Bahg Y \
Florican, but the species is difficult to see irdmi 3¢~ Elephant ride
winter, when the males are not displaying. Three Eiiba] /
species of harrier, Pied Harrier being the most —— '
numerousGrassland Here is a forestguard post with

a watchtower. An (abandoned) colony of Finn's Weavas visible from the post. The area is reacheabifh very

Bhutan site O




good forestGood forestsOld forest with Lon-tailed Broadbill, Greater Necklaced Laugt-Thush and a good
chance to see Red-headed Trogerassland near Uchili: The road runs on a dike through dense grasslahdpands
next to the road. Multiple waterbirdisicl. crakes, Ydow Bittern etc. Blackreasted Parrotbill and otherulking birds
can be found.

Top-guide is Rustom Basumatary’(Bom rightabove. Rustom is brilliant in the field and knows Manasy well. He
is dedicated and just as eager as geffito findboth birds and mammals. The Manager Haribilash Basary ("
from left) is also very helpful ke and the rest of the team did their utmost tfilfldur wishes. Visiting birders are sti
few and no doubt detailed knowledge of the arehimjprove ir the years to come.

MANAS BIOSPHERE RESERVE

From the Mothanguri Rest House it is possible &
Golden Langurs across the bordimer on the
Bhutanese side — but pretty far awdye wished to

have a better look, and RustonH&aribilash quickly o.

arranged a visit to the forestest of Manas Nation: | MOTHANGURS 1 nmar
Park. These forests apart of the more than fiv '
times larger Manas Biosphere Reseiin which
Manas NP is the core-area) eWisited anothe
community-based project in the vifja ofUltapani.
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From Manas NP it is a long drive ¢me mait road RN ‘
towards West Bengal (see mapyeach Ultapa.. R Pt O 7
Already when weentered the forests awere I " iy

approaching the village we had the first oftroops
of Golden Langurs. Obvioustye protectiorof this
species has improved dramaticallythetroops are rather habituated and allow you to ltdag look. One troop
crossed from one side of the road to the othergdtmanihes right above u3.he people from the Biodiversi
Conservation Society in Utalpani wesrceptionally helpful, Baba Kumar Brahma ChaudHa® from left in front
row on photo p. pand Khanga Bahadun Magar™ from left in front row).BKBC took us around the forest with mc
langur-troops and plenty of birdBurther we met with Nirmal Kanti D (1% from right in front row), who is actily
working to have the local communities more involeaature protectic. Our guide, Rustom Basumatary, ™ from
left in rear row.




KHASI HILLS (MEGHALAYA)

Khasi Hills is a fairly isolated highland — southtlbe Brahmaputra plains and nort
of Bangladesh. Reaching an altitude of almost 2@afis highland makes an
interesting ‘island’ — which is also shown by thegence of at least one endemic
bird species (Tawny-breasted Wren-babbler). Unfately most of the original
forest is gone, but it is possible to visit patcbégood habitat still holding a
number of the interesting species characteristithi® southern part of NE India.
Like the tribal people here, the birds also haveniase affinities.

Our birding became restricted to only one full ¢sge details under
‘Practicalities’). We visited three classic sitd#awjrong Viewpoint, Nohkalikai
Falls and Shillong Hills.

GUWAHATI AREA

During our last few hours before checking in atAlgort we visited two sites
near Guwahati: The wetland Deepor Beel and the f@smabbish dump holding
one of the highest known concentrations of Greatgutant Stork.
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Nohkalikai Falls , ()Cherrapunii

During the visit to Khasi Hills and Guwabhati,
we were accompanied by the top-professiona
and dedicated birder, Abidur Rahman. Abid is
based at Kaziranga, but is taking birders to all
the top-sites in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh an
Nagaland. He has fabulously good ears and
knows the calls of every local bird. He is
always working on tape-recording the birds in
NE India.
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Final packing in Guwahati Airport - our driver (left) and Abid (right) watching
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CONTACT ADDRESSES TO KEY-CONTACTS

Wild World India. Web-site www.wildworldindia.com E-mail: wwi@wildworldindia.comMobile + 91 98717
64969. Contact either Vikram Singh or Gaurav Jain

Manas Maozigendri Ecotourism Societywww.manasmaozi.com
Guide Mr. Rustom Basumatary. Mobile no 9435293166

Biodiversity Conservation Society, Ultapani
Guide/contact Bana Kumar Brahma Chandhury — maiuile995401257737
Nirmal Kanty Dey — e-mail: nk_dey@iocl.co.in — pleo03664-253391

Khasi Hills Guide Abidur Rahman — e-mad#lbid79rahman@gmail.cofallindiabirdingtours.com)

OBSERVATIONS

Notes of all observations are listed on the follogypages. Mammals p. 8-9. Birds p. 10-24. Reptitesamphibians p.
24-25,

During the trip we managed to get photos of 11 iggeaf mammals and 52 species of birds. This ig#@idd by an * in
front of the name of each of these species (orpadiss).
Photographers in this report:
Page number, T = Top, C = Centre, B = Bottom, L = LRf Right
Hans JgrgenlTL, 1CR, 1B (all), 5, 6, 9, 11, 13, 14L, 14R, 18TR, 19B, 20, 24B, 25TR, 25BR, 26B.
Uffe: 1TC, 1TR, 1CL, 1CC, 3, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14C, 19TQTC, 21, 24T, 24C, 25TL, 25R, 25BL, 26T




MAMMALS

1. *Black Giant Squirrel Ratufa bicolo. 21/1 1 walk fromManas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 3 di
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 2 Mothaii.

2. Himalayan Striped Squirrel Tamiops macclellandR0/1 1 drive to grasslan8een high in the canor
clearly smaller than the Hoa-bellied Himalayan Squirrednd with stripes on the ba.

3.  *Hoary- bellied Himalayan Squirrel Callosciurus pygereythrud9/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklaba
20/1 10 drive to grassland, 22/1 1 Mothanguri,t8rabon game drive Motnguri to Bansba, 23/1 1
chased by two Yellowhroated Martens but taken by a Changeable HawleEatye Mothanguri tc
Bansbari.

4.  Small Indian Civet Viverricula indice. 22/1 1 drive (a#r dark) Bansbari to Mothangt

5.  Tiger Panthera tigris21/1 1 Mothangur A magnificent
experiencelate in the afternoon, we were having a rest or
terrace ofthe Mothanguri Rest Hou - enjoying the
spectacular vievacross the borderiver towards the hills of
Himalaya on the Bhutanese s. A troop of Golden Langur
climbed to the tree-topen the Bhutanese si where also in a
patch of riverine grasslanthe Bhutanese King was on a pl-
safari on his favourite elepha— almost incognito with
dedicated staff on only five additional elepharrd awarms o
security staff watching from ttnearest forest edge. His target [
was a grandiose Wild Buffalo bu
During thisevent a male Sarar came running towards the
forest - pretty close to th€ing and obviously alarmed w its tail standingight up. A :canning with our
binoculars told usvhy: A tiger was slowly crossing the sc from the left — afirst completely out in the
open on the sandy dried-uperbed.Our spontaneouud yell: TIGER brought chaos to totherwise
quiet rest house — excit@dople oming from all directionsn the telescope the big cat was absolu
fantastic. After a while ithanged direction andisappeared into dense grassla@tly once it came out
again shortly but soon was gonea striped back vanishing in the vast grasslwas the last sight. From
our positionthe tiger was >500 m awe— but when it was nearest to the Kitlge distanc was probably less
than 200 mUnfortunately, th King and his stafivere totally focused on the Wild Buff and never saw the
Tiger. It would have been a little fito see the reaction from the seng&rcurity officer the one
continuouslywalking next to ling’s elephantSeeing a tiger in Manas is not easy at— and to see it from
the rest house is vepxceptionalWe became known as ‘the people set@gay from the rest house’.

The scene dhe tiger observatio- only a few minutes later

Unidentified MongooseHerpestes <. 22/1 1 afternoon game drive MothangurBansbari.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Crab-eating MongooseHerpestes urva21/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).

*Yellow-throated Marten Martes flavigula 23/1 2 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

Unidentified Bat. 25/1 1 Shillong Hills.

*Golden Langur Trachypithecus geeP1/1 9 (in Bhutan) Mothanguri, 22/1 5 (in Bhutdmythanguri, 23/1
40+ (6 flocks) (see photo below and on front-pddigpani (west of Manas NP).

*Capped Leaf Monkey Trachypithecus pileatu®0/1 1 drive to grassland, 21/1 15 drive Koklabar
Mothanguri, 4 Mothanguri, 22/1 3-4 drive Mothangurigrassland near Uchlia, 5 afternoon game drive
Mothanguri to Bansbari.

Rhesus MacaqueMacaca mulatta20/1 2 drive to Bhutan border.

Wild Boar Sus scrofa20/1 3 drive to grassland, 22/1 5 afternoon gdrw Mothanguri to Bansbari, 1
drive (after dark) Bansbari to Mothanguri, 23/1rivel Mothanguri to Bansbari.

Gaur Bos gaurusNot seen, only tracks: 21/1 tracks drive Koklalb@Mothanguri.

*Red Muntjac Muntiacus muntjac20/1 1 heard drive to Bhutan border, 21/1 1 dke&labari to
Mothanguri, 22/1 1 drive (after dark) Bansbari tothtanguri.

*Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor20/1 tracks drive to grassland, 21/1 tracks dkieklabari to Mothanguri, 1
Mothanguri, 22/1 2 drive Mothanguri to grasslandmidchlia, 29 drive (after dark) Bansbari to Motbari.

*Hog Deer Axis porcinus22/1 20 around Bansbari, 23/1 3 around Bansbari.

*Wild Water Buffalo Bubalus arnee21/1 15 Mothanguri, 22/1 dung drive Mothangurgtassland near
Uchlia, 15 Mothanguri, 1 drive (after dark) BansbarMothanguri, 23/1 3 drive Mothanguri to Bansbar

*Greater Indian Rhinoceros Rhinocerus unicorni23/1 1 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari

*Indian Elephant Elephas maximus indicu$9/1 heard Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/{s&#&
photo) drive to grassland, 21/1 1 drive KoklabarMothanguri, 22/1 7 drive Mothanguri to grasslaegr
Uchlia.

Possible records of other speci@/1 grassland near Bansbari, pellets from a hare Wravely claimed to
be from Hispid Har&€aprolagus hispidusHowever, Indian Harkepus nigricolliscould also be a
possibility.

Asian Elephants W of Koklabari Golden Langur near Ultapani



BIRDS - Systematic names follows the IOC-list (www.worldlsiames.org)

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Little Grebe Tachybabtus ruficollis19/1 1 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 26/1 38 Deepeel (Guwahati).

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo21/1 12 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 5@¢deding) drive
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia.

Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger 19/1 10 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 22/1 10-+vdrMothanguri to
grassland near Uchlia, 24/1 10 drive Koklabari tox@hati, 26/1 30+ Deepor Beel (Guwabhati).

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogastefi9/1 1 drive Guwahati to Koklabari.

Purple Heron Ardea purpureal9/1 2 Seed farm (Koklabari), 24/1 1 drive Kolddlto Guwahati, 26/1 1
Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

Eastern Great EgretArdea [albus] modestal9/1 1 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 23/1 1 drBansbari to
Ultapani, 26/1 75+ Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

Intermediate Heron Egretta (Mesophoyx) intermedia9/1 2 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 26/1 1+ Deepo
Beel (Guwahati).

Little Egret Egretta garzetta21/1 1 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabar®/121 drive Bansbari to
Ultapani.

Eastern Cattle EgretBubulcus [ibis] coromandud9/1 30 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 10 Seed farm
(Koklabari), 23/1 9 Bansbari, 24/1 50+ drive Koldaito Guwahati, 26/1 50+ Deepor Beel (Guwahaf) 5
dump near Guwahati airport.

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii 19/1 20 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 10 ManasglerCamp
(Koklabari), 10 Seed farm (Koklabari), 21/1 5 driteeBhutan border, 22/1 50 grassland near Uch84], 2
Bansbari, 50+ drive Bansbari to Ultapani, 24/1 ShisJungle Camp (Koklabari), 50+ drive Koklabari to
Guwahati, 26/1 20 Deepor Beel (Guwahati), 10 duegr iGuwahati airport.

Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensig2/1 2 grassland near Uchlia.

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeu21/1 1 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).
*Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitand9/1 30 drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 1 Manas Jar@amp
(Koklabari), 20/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklaba)/1 2 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari),

23/1 1 drive Bansbari to Ultapani, 24/1 1 Managglen€amp (Koklabari), 2 drive Koklabari to Guwahati
26/1 150+ Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

14. Black Stork Ciconia nigra 22/1 2 grassland near Uchlia.

15. *Lesser Adjudant Leptoptilos javanicusl9/1 6 (1 by nest, see photo) drive
Guwahati to Koklabari, 11 Seed farm (Koklabari){121 walk from Manas
Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 3 grassland near idcB#/1 1 E of Singimari
village, 26/1 1 Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

16. *Greater Adjutant Leptoptilos dubius22/1 1 grassland near Uchlia, 24/1 25+
(14 nests) E of Singimari village, 26/1 29 DeepeeB(Guwahati), 100+ dump
near Guwahati airporf.he breeding site near Singimari is one of the kmow
breeding sites, although exact location was repbete not known, except for
being somewhere within Kamrup District (BirdLifeadmational 2001).
Approximate coordinates for the colony we saw: N26868 E 91 37.987. We
counted 14 nests — but this is undoubtedly a mimirfigure. 6 nests contained
2 large pullus each just about to fledge. The 8-pBmmests could reflect
vacated nests. 8-19 nests were reported from thdaithe years 1989-1997.

10

Juvenile Lesser Adjutant on a nest



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Greater Adjudant circling over at low altitude

Iésser Whistling-DuckDendrocygna javanicalO/1 5 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 26/1 500+ Breaputra
river near Guwahati airport.

Ruddy ShelduckTadorna ferrugineal9/1 2 drive Guwahati to Koklabari.

Gadwall Anas strepera24/1 75+ drive Koklabari to Guwahati.

Common TealAnas crecca22/1 4 drive grassland near Uchlia.

Mallard Anas platyrhyncho®4/1 16 drive Koklabari to Guwabhati.

GoosanderMergus mergansefl9/1 1 female drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 21/fefinale Mothanguri, 22/1
1 female Mothanguri.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus19/1 1 Seed farm (Koklabari), 21/1 1 Mothanguri.
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleusl9/1 2 drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 8 Seed fakoKlabari).

*Pariah Kite Milvus migrans govindal9/1 10+ drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 24/1 15vdrKoklabari to
Guwabhati, 10 E of Singimari village, 26/1 at leadew present Deepor Beel & dump near Guwahatodirp

*Black-eared Kite Milvus [migrans] lineatus24/1 2 E of Singimari village, 26/1 140 DeepoeBe
(Guwabhati), 200+ dump near Guwabhati airpBetautiful look at this wintering sp/ssp from thertdiaya.
Upper 3 photos of same adult bird. Lower row thireeenile birds.




27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

*Himalayan Vulture Gyps himalayens. 24/1 1 E of Singimatri village.

Crested Serpent EagleSpilornis cheel. 20/1 4 drive to grassland, 21/Walk from Manas Jungle Can
(Koklabari), 4drive Koklabari to Mothangt, 22/1 1drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uc, 2 afternoon
game driveMothanguri to Bansbg, 23/1 2 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

Western Marsh-harrier Circus aeruginost. 19/1 2 Seed farm (Koklabari).
Hen Harrier Circus cyanet19/1 3-4 female/immature Seed farm (Koklabari).
*Pied Harrier Circus melanoleuct. 19/1 5+ males 10+ females/immat@eed farm (Koklabal.

*Crested GoshawkAccipiter trivirgatus. 20/1 1 probably this speciegwk to Bhutarborder, 21/1 1 + 2 in
displaydrive Koklabari to Mothangt, 22/1 1 with nest-materiarive Mothanguri to grassland near Uc.

Shikra Accipiter badius19/1 1 immaturéManas Jungle Camp (Koklabar®0/1 2 + Iprobably this species
drive to grassland, 21/1vtalk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklab;,

Himalayan Buzzard Buteo[buteo] burmanicus19/1 1 likely this specieSeed farm (Koklabal. Seen
briefly gliding over. Proportions didn't fit Lor-legged Buzzard B.rufinusaking it likely it wa this recent
split (sometimes named B.refectt

*Indian Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayens. 20/1 1 Manas Jungle Cantgaklabar).

*Steppe EagleAquila nipalensi. 26/1 1 2° calendar yeabeepor Beel (Guwaha, 1
2" calendar year dump ne@uwahatiairport.

*Booted EagleHieraaetus pennati. 24/1 1 dark phase E of Singimari village.

Rufous-bellied EagleLophotriorchis (Heraaetus) kienerii20/1 1 adult 2 immatui
drive to grassland.

Changeable Hawk EagleNisaetus (pizaetus) limnaeetu®0/1 1drive to grasslar, 1
immature (see photo) afternoon game drive Mothanguansbari22/1 1 drive
Mothanguri to grassland near Ucl, 23/1 1 drive Mothanguri to BansbarilUltapani
(west of Manas NP)The immature bird on 20/1 had a fairly distinct st;ebutit falls
under the variation of the stalled ‘stunted crest’ of this species (Naoroji B0
R.Naoroji pers.comm.).

Collared FalconetMicrohierax caerulescel. 19/1 1 Seed farm (Koklabar20/1 1drive to grassland, 22/1
1 Mothanguri(seen on the Bhutane side), 23/1 2 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

Common KestrelFalco tinnunculu. 19/1 1 Seed farm (Koklabari), 20dtive to Bhutan bord, 22/1 1
afternoon game drivi®lothanguri to Bansbe, 23/1 1 drive Bansbari to Ultapa@5/1 1Nohkalikai Falls
(Cherrapuniji).

Red-necked Falcorfalco chcquera 19/1 2 drive Guwahati to Koklabari,S2ed farm (Koklabau.

Swamp Francolin Francolinus gulari. 22/1 1 heard near Bansbari.

Red JunglefowlGallus gallu:. 20/1 1 male 2 females drive to grassla2ti1 hearwalk from Manas Jungle
Camp (Koklabari)2 female«drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1&ive Mothanguri to grassland ne

Uchlia, 1 female afternoogame drivi Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 1 feméaltapani west of Manas NP).

Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelan. 22/1 2 males 1 fematrive Mothanguri to grassland near Uc,
25/1 1 Shillong Hills.
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46. Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus19/1 15 Seed farm (Koklabari), 22/1 6 afternoamg drive Mothanguri to
Bansbari, 23/1 10 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari,dlerUltapani (west of Manas NP).

47. *Eastern Water Rail Rallus [aquaticus] indicus22/1 1 (see photo below, left) grassland neatdiblch

48. Brown Crake Amaurornis akool21/1 4 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabar?y122 drive grassland
near Uchlia, 24/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).

49. White-breasted WaterhenAmaurornis phoenicuruf1/1 1 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari),
22/1 1 drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uchl#12l Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).

50. *Ruddy-breasted CrakePorzana fusca22/1 1 (see photo above, right) grassland nehtidlc

51. 'Grey-headed' Purple SwampherPorphyrio [porphyrio] poliocephalus23/1 1 drive Bansbari to Ultapani.

52. Common MoorhenGallinula chloropus 22/1 50+ grassland near Uchlia.
Bengal Florican Houbaropsis benghalensisot seen during the late afternoo
visit to the seed farm on 19/1 — always a diffispkecies to see if it is not
displaying.

53. Bronze-winged JacanaVetopidius indicus23/1 1 drive Bansbari to Ultapani.

54. *Small Pratincole Glareola lactea21/1 1 Mothanguri, 22/1 200 (at dusk ove
river, see photo) Mothanguri.

55. Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus19/1 1 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 1
Seed farm (Koklabari), 22/1 1 afternoon game dki\eghanguri to Bansbari.

56. Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura21/1 2 walk from Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari), 22/1 1 drive Mothanguri to grasslareanUchlia.

57. Green SandpiperTringa ochropus19/1 1 heard Seed farm (Koklabari), 21/1 1 watkf Manas Jungle
Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 1 drive Mothanguri to grassl near Uchlia, 24/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari).

58. Wood SandpiperTringa glareola 26/1 1 Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

59. Common SandpiperActitis (Tringa) hypoleucas21/1 1 Mothanguri, 26/1 1 Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

60. Rock PigeonColumba livia 19/1 + drive Guwabhati to Koklabari.
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62.
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66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

Oriental Tutle-dove Streptopelia orientalis19/1 4 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 4 Seed farm
(Koklabari), 20/1 25 drive to grassland, 21/1 25alkdMrom Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 10 drive
Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 + drive Mothanguridoassland near Uchlia, 25/1 10 Shillong Hills.

Red Turtle-dove Streptopelia tranquebaric&21/1 25+ walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklab&®/1 1
afternoon game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 26[deepor Beel (Guwahati).

Spotted DoveStigmatopelia (Streptopelia) chinensl®/1 25+ drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 1+ Manas
Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 30 Seed farm (Koklab&®/1 25 drive to grassland, + drive to Bhutan bgrde
21/1 50+ walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabarijirive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 + drive
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, + afternoomgalrive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 + Ultapaneéiv
of Manas NP).

*Ashy-headed Green-Pigeoreron phayrei20/1 1 (see left photo) drive to grassland.

*Yellow-footed Green PigeoriTreron phoenicopterus phoenicopterd8/1 20 Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari), 400+ Seed farm (Koklabari), 20/1 564<entral photo) drive to grassland, 21/1 30 drive
Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 1 drive Mothangurigmassland near Uchlia, 1 afternoon game drive
Mothanguri to Bansbari, 24/1 4 Manas Jungle Cangkigbari).

*Pin-tailed Green PigeonTreron apicauda20/1 4 (see right photo) drive to grassland, 21dtive
Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 3 drive Mothangurigmassland near Uchlia.

Green Imperial DoveDucula aenea21/1 5 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabar&/122 + heard
drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 23/1d8i@e Mothanguri to Bansbari.

*Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia 23/1 10+ Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

Alexandrine ParakeetPsittacula eupatria22/1 2 drive Mothanguri to grassland near Ucl#iafternoon
game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

Rose-ringed ParakeePsittacula krameri19/1 10 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 2 d4afungle
Camp (Koklabari).

Blossom-headed/Plum-headed Parake®@sittacula roseata/cyanocephal20/1 2 drive to grassland.
Unfortunately, the pair took off immediately andswamly seen briefly. The geographical location doul
indicate that the former species is the most likely

Red-breasted ParakeePsittacula alexandri20/1 2 drive to grassland, 3 drive to Bhutan bor@1/1 1

walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 15 drivekkabari to Mothanguri, 40 Mothanguri, 22/1 20 @riv
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 23/1 5 Ultagaest of Manas NP).

*Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx (Cuculus) variug4/1 1 drive Koklabari to Guwahati.

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceuz4/1 2 drive Koklabari to Guwabhati.
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76.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristi20/1 1 drive to grassland, 21/1 2 drive Koklalbari
Mothanguri, 23/1 1 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

Lesser CoucalCentropus bengalensil/1 1 immature drive Koklabari to Mothanguri/23 probably this
species drive Mothanguri to grassland near UcBR4] 1 afternoon game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari,
23/1 1 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensi®0/1 1 drive to grassland, 2 drive to Bhutan leord

*Spot-bellied Eagle OwIBubo nipalensis22/1 1 (see photo on front-page) drive Mothantgugrassland
near Uchlia.

*Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoide20/1 1 + heard drive to grassland, 1 heard Mdoagle
Camp (Koklabari), 1 heard walk in Bhutan, 21/1 ardewalk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 1 + 1
heard drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 2 drivetifanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 1 afternoonegam
drive Mothanguri to Bansbari , 23/1 2 Ultapani (nesManas NP).

Spotted OwletAthene brama23/1 1 near Koklabari.

Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus20/1 1 (+ 2 un-identified nightjars) drive to Bano border,
22/1 3 afternoon drive after dark from Bansbaritathanguri.

Himalayan Swiftlet Androdramus (Collocalia) brevirostri20/1 50 drive to grassland, 21/1 20 drive
Koklabari to Mothanguri, 5 Mothanguri, 22/1 100+ tlanguri, 23/1 1 drive Bansbari to Ultapani.

Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensid9/1 20+ drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 20/1 2 @rto grassland,
24/1 5 Manas Jungle Camp (KoklababBark and rather short-tailed so likely of the ssgumatus found
from NE India eastwards.

Dark-rumped Swift Apus acuticauda25/1 none Nohkalikai Falls (Cherrapunjihis species is not
supposed to be around in mid-winter — but inforraibn this is a little contradictory. So we visitbé site
without seeing any swifts — our visit was duringl mhdy and only later did we realize that if swédte
present during the non-breeding season they apeabably more likely to be seen at dusk or dawrthayg
could easily be widespread and high during the @esye.g. Little Swifts seen in Central India earlie
January).

Crested Tree-swiftHemiprocne coronatal9/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 10vedio
grassland, 21/1 10 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensi®2/1 1 drive grassland near Uchlia, 23/1 1 héHtapani
(west of Manas NP).

*White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensid9/1 40 drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 4 Manas Jang
Camp (Koklabari), 5 Seed farm (Koklabari), 20/1rel to grassland, 21/1 2 walk from Manas Junglenga
(Koklabari), 5 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 2221drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 2rafien
game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari , 23/1 15 driwa&bari to Ultapani, 24/1 15 drive Koklabari to
Guwahati, 26/1 5 Deepor Beel (Guwahati), 1 dump @aavahati airport.

*Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis19/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 1altovgrassland, 21/1
2 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 2 digaklabari to Mothanguri, 3 Mothanguri, 22/1 3 drive
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 23/1 1 driem&bari to Ultapani.

Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris21/1 2 Mothanguri.

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 24/1 1 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

*Blue-bearded Bee-eateiNyctyornis athertoni21/1 2 (see photo on front-page) drive Koklalbari
Mothanguri.
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91. Little Green Bee-eaterMerops orientalis19/1 10 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 22/1 1 aftesn game
drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 26/1 1 Deepor Beal@hati).

92. *Chestnut-headed Bee-eateMerops leschenaultR0/1 4 drive to grassland, 2 drive to Bhutan kord

93. ‘Black-billed' Indian Roller Coracias [benghalensis] affinid9/1 6 Seed farm (Koklabari), 22/1 1
afternoon game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23dti2e Bansbari to Ultapani, 2 Ultapani (west ofi\da
NP), 24/1 5 drive Koklabari to Guwabhati.

94. HoopoeUpupa epops20/1 1 drive to grassland.

95. Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris21/1 2 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 1 driv
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 23/1 3 Ultagaest of Manas NP).

96. *Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis20/1 1 drive to grassland, 1 walk in Bhutan, 214 15 Mothanguri,
23/1 6 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

Manas used to be famous for its high numbers geldornbills, and our rather few records could iate a
negative impacts from the illegal logging that tq@é&ce during the years when the area was out nfrob
E.g. when you drive from Bansbari to Mothanguri yiod mainly secondary forest with only few of the
really large trees suited to hold nests of thesgdahole breeders. However, we were told about very
significant concentrations in the Ultapani arealwitp to 450 Great Hornbills coming to a single righ
roost. We didn’t see Rufous-necked Hornbill (Aceripslensis) and Wreathed Hornbill (A. undulatus).

97. *Great Barbet Megalaima virens23/1 2 + heard Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

98. Lineated Barbet Megalaima lineatal9/1 2 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 20/1 25+ é@rie grassland, 2
drive to Bhutan border, 21/1 1 walk from Manas Jer@amp (Koklabari), 10 drive Koklabari to
Mothanguri, 5 Mothanguri, 22/1 + drive Mothangurigrassland near Uchlia, + afternoon game drive
Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 heard Ultapani (vedstlanas NP).

99. *Blue-throated Barbet Megalaima asiatica20/1 2 drive to grassland, 2 drive to Bhutan kor@1/1 5
heard Mothanguri, 22/1 + drive Mothanguri to grassl near Uchlia, + afternoon game drive Mothantguri
Bansbari, 24/1 1 drive Koklabari to Guwahati, 25/heard Shillong Hills.

100. Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 22/1 2 afternoon game drive Mothanguri to Barisbar

101. Grey-capped WoodpeckeiDendrocopos canicapillu®0/1 6 drive to grassland, 23/1 2 Ultapani (vadst
Manas NP).

102. Fulvous-breasted WoodpeckeDendrocopos macel0/1 1 drive to grassland, 26/1 1 Deepor Beel
(Guwabhati).

103. Rufous WoodpeckerCeleus brachyuru21/1 5 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.

104. *Lesser YellownapePicus chlorolophus20/1 1 drive to grassland, 21/1 1 drive Koklalari
Mothanguri, 23/1 2 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

105. Grey-faced WoodpeckerPicus canus20/1 2 drive to grassland.
106. *Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidud9/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 1
Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 21/1 1 drive KoktabmMothanguri. Besides, a couple of un-

identified FlamebackBinopium/Chrysocolaptes sg1/1 2 walk from Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari), 22/1 1 drive Mothanguri to grasslar@anUchlia.

107. Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousia@1/1 flock heard drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.
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125.

Silver-breasted Broadbill Serilophus lunatu22/1 5 drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia.

Grey-throated Sand-martin Riparia [paludicola] chinensis21/1 10 Mothanguri, 25/1 1 Bansbari, 26/1 30+
Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

Eurasian Crag-martin Ptyonoprogne (Hirundo) rupestri20/1 1 drive to Bhutan border, 21/1 2
Mothanguri, 25/1 4 Mawjrong View Point, 10 Nohkaikalls (Cherrapunii).

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 19/1 2 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 21/1 5 Motbari, 23/1 30 drive
Bansbari to Ultapani, 24/1 30 E of Singimari vika@6/1 100+ Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

Nepal House-martinDelichon nipalense20/1 50+ drive to grassland, 50 drive to Bhutardbr.

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus19/1 1 Seed farm (Koklabari), 23/1 1 Bansbaril26Deepor Beel
(Guwabhati).

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsonil9/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).

*Rosy Pipit Anthus roseatusl9/1 1 Seed farm (Koklabari), 22/1 2 afternoomgalrive Mothanguri to
Bansbari, 23/1 2 Bansbari.

Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 19/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 21/1 1 viadkn Manas Jungle
Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 2 drive Mothanguri to grasel near Uchlia, 26/1 5 Deepor Beel (Guwahati), 10
dump near Guwahati airport.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 21/1 1 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabargy121 Mawjrong View
Point.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba ssp19/1 5 Seed farm (KoklabarMinimum three subspecies recorded:

a. White Wagtail Motacilla alba dukhunensis/baicalensib/1 1 Mawjrong View Point, 26/1 2 Deepor
Beel (Guwabhati).

b. *White-faced White Wagtail Motacilla [alba] leucopsis21/1 2 walk from Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari), 26/1 1 juvenile probably this subsgscRubbish Dump at Guwahati.

d. Hodgson’s (Pied) WagtaiMotacilla [alba] alboides 19/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 2
drive to grassland, 21/1 2 walk from Manas Jungien@ (Koklabari), 2 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 5
Mothanguri, 22/1 2 drive Mothanguri to grasslandmédchlia, 1 Mothanguri, 23/1 1 Bansbari, 24/1 2
Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).

Large Cuckoo-shrike Coracina macei20/1 5 drive to grassland, 23/1 4 Ultapani (vedstlanas NP).

Black-winged Cuckoo shrikeCoracina melaschisto49/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 1eriv
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 23/1 2 Ultagaest of Manas NP).

Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologu0/1 10 drive to grassland, 23/1 5 Ultapani (veédtlanas
NP).

*Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus [flammeus] speciosu0/1 15 drive to grassland, 21/1 20 drive Koktaba
Mothanguri, 22/1 10 drive Mothanguri to grasslaedmUchlia, 23/1 30 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

*Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianu21/1 15 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 6wdri
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 23/1 5 Ultagaest of Manas NP).

*Crested Finchbill Spizixos canifron®25/1 2 drive Mawjrong View Point, 2 Nohkalikaillsa(Cherrapunji).
*Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus [melanicterus] flaviventri$9/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari),

20/1 10 drive to grassland, 21/1 20 drive Koklatb@aMothanguri, 22/1 15 drive Mothanguri to grassla
near Uchlia, 23/1 10 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).
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126. Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosu20-22/1 common, up to 50+ noted Manas NP, 23/ltapani
(west of Manas NP).

127. Red-vented BulbulPycnonotus caferl9-24/1 very common Manas NP, 25/1 2 MawjrongWioint, 4
Nohkalikai Falls (Cherrapuniji), 4 Shillong Hills622 + Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

128. *Flavescent BulbulPycnonotus flavescen25/1 6 Mawjrong View Point, 2 Nohkalikai Fallsi€rapuniji).

129. White-throated Bulbul Alophoixus flaveolu21/1 8 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 1 afteon game
drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

130. Mountain Bulbul Ixos (Hypsipetes) mcclelland25/1 2 Mawjrong View Point, 6 Nohkalikai Falls.
131. *Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalugs/1 2 Shillong Hills.

132. Common lora Aegithina tiphia 19/1 4 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 18edto grassland, 21/1 10
drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 23/1 5 Ultapani (we$ Manas NP).

133. Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons20/1 10 drive to grassland, 21/1 2 possibly $piscies drive
Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 5 drive Mothangurigmassland near Uchlia.

134. Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii20/1 2 walk in Bhutan, 22/1 5 drive Mothanguri to
grassland near Uchlia.

135. Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope 22/1 1 male grassland near Uchlia.

136. *Bluethroat Luscinia svecica22/1 5 (1 white-spotted ssp) grassland near bichb/1 1 Nohkalikai Falls
(Cherrapuniji).

137. Magpie Robin Copsychus saularid9/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 1ativgrassland, 21/1 1
walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 1 drivekkdpari to Mothanguri, 1 Mothanguri, 22/1 1 drive
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 23/1 5 Ultagaest of Manas NP), 24/1 4 Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari).

138. White-rumped ShamaCopsychus malabaricu21/1 4 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 2 afteon
game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 1 Ultapga@st of Manas NP).

139. Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruro21/1 2 Mothanguri.
140. Blue-fronted Redstart Phoenicurus frontalis25/1 2 Mawjrong View Point, 1 male Shillong Hills

141. *White-capped Water Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalu21/1 5 Mothanguri, 22/1 1 Mothanguri,
25/1 1 Bansbatri.

142. Plumbeous RedstartRhyacornis fuliginosa21/1 5 Mothanguri, 22/1 2 Mothanguri.
143. White-tailed Blue Robin Myiomela leucura21/1 1 male drive Koklabari to Mothanguhin unexpected
observation. The bird was seen twice from the leridgsest to Mothanguri (where also both Forktaitye

seen).

144. Black-backed Forktail Enicurus immaculatu20/1 1 drive to grassland, 21/1 2 drive Koklatari
Mothanguri, 22/1 2 drive Mothanguri to grasslandmédchlia, 23/1 1 drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

145. Slaty-backed Forktail Enicurus schistaceu21/1 1 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.
146. *Common StonechatSaxicola [torquata] maurusl9/1 20+ Seed farm (Koklabari), 20/1 1 male dtive

grassland, 1 male drive to Bhutan border, 21/1 te mvalk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 5
drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 10 afben game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari , 23/1 lemal
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Bansbari, 24/1 1 male Manas Jungle Camp (Koklapbhm)ale drive Koklabari to Guwahati, 25/1 2
Mawjrong View Point, 4 Nohkalikai Falls (CherrapiynSeveral birds looked like the one bird shown below
(two left photos): Restricted white neck-patchi{myad dark nape) and rich rufous underside except f
paler central belly — richest on breast, contirgialong breast-sides and including undertail-coseWe
believe these must be ssp. przewalskii, despitiath¢hat this subspecies is often illustratechveiven

darker brick-red underside.

Grey BushchatSaxicola ferreus19/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 6altivgrassland, 2 drive
to Bhutan border, 22/1 1 male drive Mothanguritasgland near Uchlia.

Chestnut-bellied Rock-thrushMonticola rufiventris 20/1 1 male drive to grassland, 25/1 2 males
Mawijrong View Point.

*Eastern Blue Rock-thrush Monticola [solitarius] phillippensis21/1 1 male drive Koklabari to

Mothanguri, 25/1 1 male (see photo, above rightiiviang View Point, 1 male Nohkalikai Falls
(Cherrapuniji).The first bird was short-billed and with strikingddish vent. The bird was seen in quite dense
forest with no rocks around. The two other birdsedMgoth all blue and in typical rocky outcrop hatitAll

three birds likely to be ssp. pandoo from the Hagal but the first being an integrate (‘affinis’@tween ssp.
pandoo and the eastern ssp. phillippensis. These recently been split, called Eastern Rock Thrush
(Zuccon, D., and P.G.P.Ericson (2010). Mol. Phylogfe Evol. 55, 901-910).

Blue Whistling Thrush Myophoneus caeruleug0/1 1 drive to grassland, 21/1 1 walk from Madasgle
Camp (Koklabari), 1 drive Koklabari to Mothangw24/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 25/1 1
Mawijrong View Point, 1 Shillong Hills.

Grey-bellied TesiaTesia cyaniventer21/1 2 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 23/1 2 Wi (west of Manas
NP).

*? Unidentified Bush Warbler Cettia sp.21/1 1 Grassland near Uchlighis small, tailless bird has been a
real ID-troublemaker. It was only seen very bridflyt HJ managed to get the photos below. The lgd&ih
and distinct supercilium brought Asian Stubtail @dphena squameiceps) up as an option, but we feel
certain that this species can be excluded on a mumbsubtle details (e.g. no faint darker feattips on
crown/back, pale fringes to tertials, leg colourt pale). Next option considered has been Dusky Wiarb
(P.fuscatus) - but in case so a strange combinadfaadl whitish supercilium and darkish undersiéRather
we find that structure and plumage-details fitslwéth one of the small Cetti-warblers (cf. Kenmesri&
Pearson 2010). Several species are possible,Abgrrant (C. flavolivacea), Brownish-flanked (Crtijoes),
and Hume’s (C. brunnescens). In addition, juvehbitds of other Cettia- species look similar (—dftn
January should be out of season for this age-clagdPin all: A LBJ (Little Brown Job) without itsil.
Tricky!
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Unidentified Warbler Phylloscopus sp20/1 3 drive to grassland, 21/1 2 drive Koklaltafiiothanguri,
22/1 1 p.inornatus?)drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 25(P Inornatus?)Shillong Hills.

Tickell's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus affinis19/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 1elriv
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia.

Ashy-throated Warbler Phylloscopus maculipennig5/1 3 Mawjrong View Point.
Lemon-rumped Warbler Phylloscopus chloronotug5/1 1 Shillong Hills.

Blyth's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus reguloide®0/1 2 drive to grassland.

Grey-hooded Warbler Phylloscopus (Seicercus) xanthoschisgig1 1 Shillong Hills.

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris21/1 2 singing walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Kbkig).
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 22/1 3 heard drive Mothanguri to grassland nezhlid.

Black-throated Prinia Prinia atrogularis khasiana25/1 3 + heard Mawjrong View Point, 2 Nohkalikai
Falls (Cherrapunji), 2 Shillong Hills.

Rufescent PriniaPrinia rufescens20/1 2 drive to grassland.

Grey-breasted PriniaPrinia hodgsonii 21/1 1 drive to Bhutan border.

Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis 20/1 1 drive to grassland, 22/1 1 afternoon gdrie Mothanguri to Bansbari.
Rufous-rumped Grasshird Graminicola banghalensi®2/1 2 Bansbari.

*Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula [parva] albicilla 19/1 5 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 2ariv
to grassland, 21/1 2 walk from Manas Jungle Cangkligbari), 2 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 23/1 2
Ultapani (west of Manas NP), 24/1 1 Manas Jungleéoklabari).

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermannR0/1 3 drive to grassland, 1 Manas Jungle Cangklé@bari),
21/1 1 male drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.

*Slaty-blue Flycatcher Ficedula tricolor 22/1 1 male 1 female
(see photo) grassland near Uchlia.

Small Niltava Niltava macgrigoriae21/1 2 males drive Koklabari
to Mothanguri.

Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara21/1 1 male drive
Koklabari to Mothanguri.

*Pale-chinned FlycatcherCyornis poliogenys?20/1 1 drive to
grassland.

Pale Blue-FlycatcherCyornis unicolor 19/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari). Female Slaty-blue Flycatcher

Grey-headed FlycatcherCulicicapa ceylonensid9/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 1%edto
grassland, 21/1 5 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri/122 afternoon game drive Mothanguri to Bansbatil2
2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).

Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps22/1 2 afternoon game drive Mothanguri to Banisbar

White-browed Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticep21/1 1 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.
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Streak-breasted Scimitar BabblerPomatorhinus ruficollis baker25/1 2 heard Mawjrong View Point. The
Assamese subspecidskeri may be a distinct species, separated from thealdiyan sspruficollis.

Tawny-breasted Wren-BabblerSpelaeornis longicaudatug5/1 1 + 3+ heard Mawjrong View Point.
Endemic species.

Striated Babbler Turdoides earlei22/1 2 drive Mothanguri to grassland near Ucl@liafternoon game
drive Mothanguri to Bansbatri.

Jungle BabblerTurdoides striata21/1 2 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabar&/121 drive
Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia.

Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea 25/1 3 Mawjrong View Point.
Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni25/1 6 Mawjrong View Point.
Blue-winged Minla Minla cyanuouroptera25/1 1 Shillong Hills.

*Grey Sibia Heterophasia gracilis25/1 6 Shillong Hills.

Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis 25/1
10+ Mawjrong View Point.

*Black-breasted Parrotbill Paradoxornis
flavirostris. 22/1 3 + 2 heard grassland near
Uchlia. Enjoy the photos (including one on
the front page) of this magnificent bird. The
first bird was located because of its distinct
call. Along the next few hundred meters the
remaining birds were located by restricted
use of play-back - only a few seconds were
sufficient to obtain response. The populatio
must be significant. The occurrence of this
highly threatened species in Manas seems
only recently documented (cf. Chourhury
2011. Forktail 27: 111-112).

Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush
Garrulax pectoralis21/1 5 drive Koklabari
to Mothanguri.

Rufous-necked LaughingthrushGarrulax
ruficollis. 22/1 15 drive Mothanguri to
grassland near Uchlia.

Assam LaughingthrushGarrulax
(Trochalopteron) chrysopterur26/1 heard
Nohkalikai Falls (Cherrapuniji).

Cinereous Tit Parus [major] cinereus22/1
1 afternoon game drive Mothanguri to
Bansbari, 24/1 2 drive Koklabari to
Guwabhati.

Green-backed TitParus monticolus25/1 2
Shillong Hills.

Black-breasted Parrotbill




192. Black-spotted Yellow Tit Parus spilonotus25/1 4 Shillong Hills.

193. Sultan Tit Melanochlora sultanea21/1 3 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.

194. Chestnut-bellied NuthatchSitta [castanea] cinnamoventrig3/1 2 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).
195. *Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja20/1 2 male 1 female drive to grassland.

196. Fire-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga ignicaud&5/1 1 eclipse Mawjrong View Point.

197. Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensi®1/1 1 Manas.

198. *Streaked Spiderhunter Arachnothera magnal9/1 5+ Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 #elto
grassland, 2 drive to Bhutan border, 21/1 2 wadknfManas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 5 drive Koklalbari
Mothanguri, 22/1 5 drive Mothanguri to grasslandmédchlia, 3 afternoon game drive Mothanguri to
Bansbari, 23/1 5 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

199. Scarlet-backed FlowerpeckemDicaeum cruentatur20 2 males drive to grassland, 21/1 1 female \ralk
Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 24/1 1 female Mahexgle Camp (Koklabari).

200. Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosu9/1 20 Seed farm (Koklabari), 20/1 40 drive tasgland, 22/1
5 drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 231Ultapani (west of Manas NP), 24/1 5 Manas Jungle
Camp (Koklabari).

201. Black-hooded OrioleOriolus xanthornus19/1 2 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 1atovgrassland,
21/1 1 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 22/1 1 driviethanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 1 afternoamga
drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 2 Ultapani (weSManas NP), 24/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari)

202. Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii. 21/1 2 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri, 23/1 2 Uitmi (west of Manas NP).

203. Asian Fairy-Bluebird Irena puella 20/1 25 drive to grassland, 21/1 6 walk in Bhu@i'1l 15 drive
Koklabari to Mothanguri, 10 Mothanguri, 22/1 20wdriMothanguri to grassland near Uchlia, 10 aftemoo
game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 5 Ultagam@st of Manas NP).

204. Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus19/1 8 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 2 Seed fakoKlabari), 23/1 1 drive
Bansbari to Ultapani, 24/1 3 drive Koklabari to Gahati, 26/1 1 Deepor Beel (Guwahati), 1 dump near
Guwahati airport.

205. ‘Black-headed' Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach tricolar19/1 1 drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 5 Seed
farm (Koklabari), 22/1 2 drive Mothanguri to grassl near Uchlia, 2 afternoon game drive Mothaniguri
Bansbari.

206. Grey-backed ShrikeLanius tephronotusl9/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 6altovgrassland,
5 drive to Bhutan border, 21/1 4 walk from Manasglea Camp (Koklabari), 12 drive Koklabari to
Mothanguri, 3 Mothanguri, 22/1 5 drive Mothangurigrassland near Uchlia, 5 afternoon game drive
Mothanguri to Bansbari , 23/1 5 drive Bansbari ttapani, 5 Ultapani (west of Manas NP), 24/1 2 Mana
Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 2 drive Koklabari to Guath26/1 2 Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

207. Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercusl9/1 + drive Guwahati to Koklabari, + Manas JenGamp
(Koklabari), + Seed farm (Koklabari), 20/1 1? DrigeBhutan border, 23/1 1 drive Mothanguri to Baargb
24/1 + Bansbari, 26/1 + Deepor Beel (Guwahati)usmgd near Guwahati airport.

208. Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeug0/1 10+ drive to grassland, 2 drive to Bhutardieg, 21/1 2 walk
from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 5 drive Koklalba Mothanguri, 22/1 1 afternoon game drive
Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 1 Ultapani (west ofrda NP), 24/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).

209. Bronzed DrongoDicrurus aeneus21/1 25 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.
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Lesser Racket-tailed DrongdDicrurus remifer 20/1 2 drive to Bhutan border, 21/1 1 drive Kdide to
Mothanguri, 22/1 1 afternoon game drive MothantuiBansbari.

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus19/1 5 drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 10 Manas Jar@amp
(Koklabari), 40 Seed farm (Koklabari), 20/1 25+wdrio grassland, + drive to Bhutan border, 21/latkw
from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 30+ drive Ktlde to Mothanguri, 22/1 50+ drive Mothanguri to
grassland near Uchlia, + afternoon game drive Mugha to Bansbari , 23/1 + drive Mothanguri to
Bansbari, + Ultapani (west of Manas NP), 24/1 + B&dungle Camp (Koklabari).

*Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus20/1 5 drive to grassland, 22/1 1 afternoon game
drive Mothanguri to Bansbari, 23/1 1 drive Mothanda Bansbari, 2 Ultapani (west of Manas NP).

Ashy WoodswallowArtamus fuscusl9/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 20/1 1ativgrassland, 23/1
1 Ultapani (west of Manas NP), 24/1 10 N of Guwahat

Rufous TreepieDendrocitta vagabunddl9/1 2 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 2 Manas Jengamp
(Koklabari), 20/1 2 drive to grassland, 23/1 + dr®ansbari to Ultapani, 24/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp
(Koklabari).

House CrowCorvus splendend9/1 + drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 23/1 + drBansbari to Ultapani, 24/1
+++ Guwahati, 26/1 + Deepor Beel (Guwahati), + durepr Guwahati airport.

'‘Eastern’ Large-billed Crow Corvus [macrohynchos] levaillantiil9/1 + drive Guwahati to Koklabari, +
Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 22/1 1 drive Mothantp grassland near Uchlia, 24/1 1 Manas Jungle
Camp (Koklabari), 25/1 4 Mawjrong View Point, 20il&ing Hills. Surprisingly few seen.

Spot-winged Starling Saroglossa spilopter&2/1 15 drive Mothanguri to grassland near Ui
afternoon game drive Mothanguri to Bansbari.

Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia (Sturnus) malabaricu&9/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 32 Seed
farm (Koklabari), 20/1 4 drive to grassland, 210vialk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 24/1 6
Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), 26/1 5 Deepor BéelWahati).

Asian Pied StarlingGracupica (Sturnus) contrd 9/1 + drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 100 Seed farm
(Koklabari), 20/1 5 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklab&)/1 2 walk from Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari),
24/1 5 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari), + drive Kbkl to Guwahati.

Great Myna Acridotheres grandis?4/1 2 Mans Jungle Camp (Koklabafur only confirmed record of this
species — but others may have been missed amonggteJungle Mynas.

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis19-23/1 widespread Manas NP, Assam and arouncaGatw

Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscud.9/1 20 drive Guwahati to Koklabari, 20 ManasglerCamp
(Koklabari), 100 Seed farm (Koklabari), 20-24/1yweommon Manas NP.

Hill Myna Gracula religiosa 20/1 7 drive to grassland, 23/1 4 Ultapani (veéd¥lanas NP).

*House Sparrow Passer domesticud9/1 + drive Guwabhati to Koklabari, 23/1 + driBansbari to Ultapani,
26/1 + Nohkalikai Falls (Cherrapuniji).

Eurasian Tree SparrowPasser montanu®3/1 3 drive Bansbari to Ultapani, 24/1 2 drivekkabari to
Guwahati, 26/1 3 Deepor Beel (Guwahati).

Streaked/Black-throated WeaverPloceus manyar/benghalensi®/1 1 w.pl. Seed farm (Koklabari).

Insufficient views of a prominent streaked weamexinter plumage — in flock with the larger Fin'Vgeaver
(which see).
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227. Baya WeaverPloceus phillippinus22/1 4 drive Mothanguri to grassland near Uctfiduff tone to the
undersides indicate the eastern subspecies burmanic

228. Finn's Weaver Ploceus megarhynchu$9/1 25 w.pl. Seed farm (Koklabari), 20/1 abaretboolony with 15
old nests in the canopy of a solitary tree in ttesgland (see photadlhe flock contained only birds in non-
breeding plumage. They were larger than the onea&&d/Black-throated Weaver and characterised by
heavy bills and pale undersides.

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS

1. Tucktoo Gekko gecka?1/1 1 (see photo)
Mothanguri.

2.  Gecko sp 21/1 1 Mothanguri.

3.  Bengal Monitor Varanus benghalensi21/1 1 drive Koklabari to Mothanguri.

4.  Burmese PythonPython molurus bivittatu22/1 1 (see photos below) near Bansbari.

5.  Unidentified Toad Bufo sp 22/1 1 Manas Jungle Camp (Koklabari).




BUTTERFLIES

Forest around Ultapani was particularly rich intbrfties. We took a few pictures of the glory.

Top left: Peacock Pansiunonia almanacTop central: Yellow Orange Tigias pyreneTop right: Sailor spNeptis sp.
Bottom left: False Tiger MotByshania militaris(left) & Purple Sapphire Pleliophorus epicles (rightBottom right:
Fluffy Tit Zeltus amasa.
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Intensive field days in fabulous grassland
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